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I. Introduction       
     This paper is about the spirituality of Overseas-Born Chinese Christian homeschooling mothers (OBCC). As homeschooling is a road less traveled among the Chinese, a holistic picture of OBCC’s spirituality is hard to imagine. Nevertheless, how the finger of God moves on OBCC’s life is worth investigating since my dissertation is about OBCC’s faith-learning integration and their homeschooling.

      Through phone conversations and e-mails, I interviewed over ten OBCC in various states (see Appendix B Interview Qs on page 27). The majority of them were born in Taiwan, Hong Kong and mainland China, except for one who was born in Vietnam. They left their birthplaces at different ages and came to the US. Some of them became believers. Some of them were pastor’s kids or grew up in Christian homes when they were in their homeland. One thing they have in common is that, like the Diaspora Jew, they all settled down in the US as it was the promised land that God entrusted to them to homeschool the next generation.    

      There are four major sections in this paper. First, I examine the contextualization of OBCC’s spirituality. Second, I look into their mal-formation and spiritual formation. Third, ministry implications follow. Finally, I conclude this paper with a vision of a kingdom quilt
 (see Appendix A. Figure 1 on page 28). 
       Therefore, the thesis of this paper is that the collective life of OBCC’s spirituality, like patches that are stitched together, eventually will form a kingdom quilt to warm the body of Christ and touch the hearts of the nations.    

II. The Contextualization of OBCC’s Spirituality
      OBCC’s spirituality is about their Christian life and experience which concerns the quest for a fulfilled and authentic being, involving the bringing together of the fundamental ideas of their faith and the whole experience of life (McGrath 1999: 13). This would include their attitudes toward the world, culture, and the history they inherited. Like the process of knowing God, OBCC’s spirituality is not in the mode of status quo. Instead, like Messianic Jewish spirituality, it is the awareness of their hearts while standing in the presence of God, seeking to nurture a fruitfulness evidencing ongoing growth in six areas
. They are :1) love the Lord with all their heart, soul and mind; 2) love their neighbors as themselves; 3) be conformed to the image of Jesus; 4) preserve and strengthen commonality, community, and continuity with others; 5) maintain filial relationship with the Church; and  6) demonstrate fruitfulness, giftedness, and communion with the Holy Spirit. Therefore, the transformation of OBCC’s spirituality is not only seen as present reality, but as a future hope (McGrath 1999: 20-24). 

        The Apostle Paul urged the Romans to offer themselves as living sacrifices to the Lord (Rom. 12: 1-2). This offering of oneself is a lifelong process of self-discovery for OBCC. Any authentic call to homeschool is from the voice of their inner self and invites them to honor the nature of true self (Palmer 1998). Thus, spirituality of OBCC means the growth of life; that is, one’s thoughts and behaviors line up with the Word of God. Therefore, for OBCC, to live in this world and the presence of God at the same time the transformation of hearts is what matters most. 
A. The Matters of Hearts—When Sinners Face the Savior

      Christians are saved by grace, but what culminates in a "day of salvation" experience is actually months and even years of God quietly, yet powerfully, working in our hearts.
 Many OBCC whom I interviewed understand this and said that no matter how simple a person is, all people are selfish and have sinned and need God’s salvation. Growing up in a Christian family or studying under a Christian school system would not guarantee OBCC to be born again and life-transformed unless they encountered the presence of Jesus. The following are seven accounts of OBCC’s story.  
      Su came to the crossroad of life and death, and after soul–searching she anchored her faith in Christ. The importance of a personal encounter with God was affirmed by Dawn, who said, “Though I was very diligent in attending children’s Sunday school for six years, I had no personal experience of God. Therefore, now, whenever I teach my three daughters, or share the gospel with people, I will pray for them to have a personal encounter with God.” Dawn also realized that sometimes her mouth did not speak her own heart. So, when she taught she usually first spent time discussing with her children about their attitudes. Sophia was also touched by Jesus’ unfathomable love. She, therefore, can forgive people who commit crimes. 

      “Born again” to Sarah means that before she did things according to her own conscience, now she tries to see things from God’s perspective.          
      Mary Lu, being raised up as a fourth-generation Christian, was baptized in senior high school. In her college years, she attended student fellowship to know and experience God. For her, becoming born again was a process. 
      From K to 12 Julia attended all the Christian schools in Hong Kong. However, she was not born again until she really sensed the pain of the Cross through a slide show which vividly depicted Jesus’ crucifixion.
     Peggy is more like doubting Thomas. The turning point of her conversion did not come until a sister stopped trying to answer her many questions and asked if she would like to ask Him directly. “I reluctantly agreed to try as it seemed foolishness to me to speak to ‘nothing’. God was faithful in showing Himself real in ways that may seem insignificant to others. Through a series of answered prayers and the personal witness of His Holy Spirit, I realized that the Bible is true and that I am twice His through his creation and redemption.”
      Being a pastor’s kid, Ann has a more radical life transforming encounter. She reflected, “It was in October 1999 when I was filled with the Holy Spirit and I started to speak in tongues. From that moment on, I was sensitive to how the spiritual world operated.” Later, Ann also sensed God wanted her to homeschool to guard her children’s hearts, as the heart is the wellspring of life. 
       God requires people to worship Him in Spirit and truth. As God looked at King David’s heart in the Old Testament, God also looks at people’s hearts today. In the Chinese translation, the term for heart also means motivation which leads to one’s attitudes and actions. Furthermore, the heart is deceitful above all things and beyond cure. Who can understand it? (Jer.17:9). Thus, when OBCC know the father’s heart of God more, they would know their own hearts better too.   

B. Double Knowledge vs. Voice of God

      All OBCC I interviewed agree with the inerrancy of Scripture, and they all recognized the absolute authority of the word of God. Whenever asked “Who is God to you?” most answered, “God is my Lord, my Savior and my Father in heaven.” While admitting they are sinners, they also emphasized that they are saved by the blood of Jesus. Based on their intimate relationship with God, they experienced His mercy, thus they are willing to put down themselves and to follow God’s calling to homeschool. As God is real to OBCC through their daily homeschooling routines, they know themselves more and they are drawn closer to God. 
      Sophia admits that “As a believer I am still a sinner but with God’s grace I am forgiven.” She always tells her two sons that “you are created in the image of God and you need to know your position in God. It does not matter how others see you, you are precious in God’s sight.”  
      Helen explains that she needs double knowledge in order to keep herself going. “It is like the fruit of the Holy Spirit who could not do anything without grace and kindness. By knowing who God is, then I compare myself with Him and try to get there.”  To know herself better Helen did the spiritual inventory test and life mapping. The results  showed that she is gifted as a prophet, and her life cannot be separated from missions.
 “I need the knowledge of God in order to know God’s requirements of a prophet, and also missions are my lot and my portion,” Helen said.  

      Regarding the voice of God, most OBCC had never heard God’s audible voice, but they assert that they just knew what God’s will was for them. “When I prayed, usually a song would come, or answer came with a scripture. God’s words would show in my spirit or a song would pop up in my head,” said Sophia. Su shared how she knew God called her to homeschooling: “Several times, even among hundreds of women, God spoke to me through the leaders. With tears in my eyes I know that He knew my doubts and my struggles. So I prayed and through Scripture meditation and listening to Christian radio, God graciously showed me His will.”  

      Through life experiences, God proves himself to be real to OBCC. God answers their prayers, and confirms His will. Thus, OBCC had no doubt about God’s faithfulness. Regarding knowing oneself, in many situations, Ruby said that she really does not know herself, and she does not trust herself. She knows that she is not that trustworthy at all. “As I grow older, I know my weaknesses (blind spots) better. Whenever my loved ones pointed out my weaknesses I would see that as God’s way of molding. I had never thought of them as attacks because I know they care.”     

      To Sarah God is like a father. She said, “I know many women see themselves as the Bride of Christ, especially widows or divorcees. But I am not quite there yet.” Sarah always thinks good about herself. She is a confident and simple person. “I do not perform for others, no gossip, no teasing, no joking. I believe that beauty is from purity (living simple–minded). However, after becoming a believer, God revealed my blind spots. I realized that if I judge and criticize in saying something that is not from love, then it is from Satan,” Sarah said.
      Similar to Sarah, Ann also thinks of God as a father but this father has the capacity to comfort and protect her and allows her to have fun. Ann admits that her knowledge of God is still growing, and she is on her way to knowing Him. “I am timid and fearful. I definitely need to know God before knowing myself, otherwise I would have a lack of knowledge to know myself.” Ann enjoys practicing listening to the voice of God all the time. She says: 

I recognize the voice of God through many ways. God speaks through my conscience. Or the lines of books that I was reading would pop up. Even if it is not in a spiritual mode, while watching TV ads, God might remind me of something too. Or while I am practicing waiting on the Lord, peace would come or I would have teary eyes. Then I knew the thought or idea is from the Lord.  
       The spiritual journey of biblical characters also mirrors who OBCC are in Christ.  OBCC’s Hall of Faith includes Abraham, Moses, Joseph, Esther, Ruth, Jonah, Paul, John, and others. Besides, the example of Lot and his family is a sobering reminder of how a righteous man and his family can have so little effect as salt and light in their own community. “For OBCC who have limited themselves to the narrow confines of the home and local church, my prayer is that we would not be like Lot,” Peggy said. 
      Like Lot, Abraham was not a faith giant at first. His faith was built up gradually. But His faith reached a peak when he offered his son Isaac to God. “Like Abraham, my faith grows as I offer my son to God through homeschooling,” Sue said. Moses was equipped for 40 years. Applied to Su’s homeschooling, she added, “like Moses I am poor in speech, but God equips me and calls me to homeschool, which is not my will since I am often not patient enough.” Furthermore, most of the time, God uses homeshcooling to train the parents more than the children. Like Jonah, Su recalled, “I turned away from God’s calling for three years, and the only difference is that I submitted before a big fish swallowed me up.” Nevertheless, Jonah’s boldness to challenge and argue with God was greatly admired by Hua. 
      Another biblical figure who reflected OBCC’s spirituality is Ruth. What Sophia appreciated most about Ruth is that being a pagan woman, she said to her mother-in-law, Naomi, “your God is my God,” and showed her submission and single-minded pursuit of God. Maria shares the same feeling and said, “I am also a foreigner, but am I willing to follow God all the way to this foreign country, and accept and adapt to this life? There is a lot to learn from Ruth.” Another female character for OBCC to learn from is Esther. “What impressed me is how Esther found the favor of both the king and people. I also identified her role of being an intercessor worrier,” Ann said.
      Paul is another biblical character who impressed OBCC with his passion for God. Julia is one of them. When Julia was young, one of her favorite verses was what Paul said--“If any man loveth not the Lord, let him be anathema” (1 Cor. 16:22). Later she got involved in the Vineyard movement which made her know God’s mercy more and she was able to accept all people. Paul’s writings also inspired many OBCC. Sarah had teary eyes when she read what Paul said, “for the sake of Christ; I have given up many things” (Phil. 3:7). This rings true to Sarah who said, “Like Paul, we gave up many things to homeschool for the sake of Christ.” Dawn also identifies really well with Paul’s spiritual journey. She asserted that “Paul’s life had been changed in a twinkling of an eye when he was blinded by the bright light on the Damascus road. From then, there was no turning back for him. This is similar to my conversion.” 
     Besides biblical characters, many Scriptures which are loved by OBCC also project their double knowledge. For example, Dawn’s favorite is “A wife of noble character who can find? She is worth far more than rubies” (Pro. 31:10b). Being a mother of three girls, Dawn remembered why her school was devoted to building up the girls. It was because they saw the huge influence of women in the household. They also saw the importance of a family for the society and eventually for a nation. So as long as the girls were built up to maturity, in the long run, the nation would be healthy.        
      While homeschooling is a constant power struggle and drain of strength and Sophia there are many burdens, God still gives Sophia strength to face the burden, as the word of God promises “your strength will equal your days, His yoke is easy and his burden is light, and I can do everything through him who gives me strength” (Deut. 33:25b; Mt 11:30; Phi. 4:13). In addition, God is a God of peace, not a God of adversity (Jer. 9: 11), and God’s promise in Christ is yes (II. Cor.1:20). Those words to Ann are like a tranquilizer bringing peace for the present and hope for the future. 
      To Peggy, what she needs daily is the word of God, such as “He has shown thee O man what to do and what the Lord require of thee, but to do justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God,” (Mic. 6:8). “Perfect love casts out fear” (1 Jn. 4:18 ) is God's rhema for Peggy as He perfects her trust in Him. Also, Psalm 8 helps Peggy to know what God is able to accomplish through babes. 
      Whenever Millie needs to make a decision, Matthew 6:33 is what she thinks of : “Seek ye first the Kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added unto you.”
      However, to Helen, the word of God gives her hope from another perspective. She says “I am tired of this earth. Too much work needs to be done.” I asked her “Don’t you enjoy homeschooling?”  She said, “I am not enjoying it now since they are at pre-school age. But I would rather homeschool. Maybe later it would be fun when my daughters reach high school age.” Being gifted as a prophet, Helen’s favorite biblical character is the Prophet Jeremiah. Her favorite Bible verse is what Peter urges the Christians to be aliens and strangers in the world (I. Peter 2: 11). Why? “Because this gives me hope,” she said. 

     It dawned on me that it is vital to have mentors or spiritual directors while we travel on this earth. I was reminded of what Isaiah 30:20 says, “Although the Lord gives you the bread of adversity and the water of affliction, your teachers will be hidden no more; with your own eyes you will see them.”

C. Guidance vs. Spiritual Director
      The Celtic term for spiritual director was anmchara, soul-friend (Peterson 1992: 188). 

Being a soul-friend is to give a stance of spiritual direction in looking for God in others—listening, worshiping, loving and attending (Peterson 1992: 189).  

      It was sad to notice that none of the OBCC whom I interviewed so far deem their fathers as mentors or spiritual directors. However, some OBCC do see their mothers or grandmothers as their first spiritual directors. This happened to Helen, Ling, and Dawn. 

      Ling said that her mother was the watchman for her whole family. Besides having her mother as her first spiritual director, Helen once attended a mentoring program. Glenys was assigned to be her mentor. After the mentoring program had ended, Glenys still prayed with Helen once a month. Three questions which Helen was always asked during the mentoring session were: Where are you now? Where are you heading ? And what is keeping you from getting there? 
      Dawn’s grandma lived with her family, and was her first spiritual mentor. “I followed her example to read the Bible and pray daily. Spiritual books also played a huge part in my Christian walk. Literature and Diagnostic method (辯證法) are my favorites, so as soon as I found Christian apologist like C.S. Lewis and his Mere Christianity, I felt I found a treasure.” Besides, Fosters’ Celebration of Spiritual Disciplines helped Dawn to apply those disciplines to life.

      Julie became a believer over 20 years ago. As she looked back, 

The first ten years, I was in a fundamental/ evangelical environment. At the time, I was a student at UW/Madison, which might be as liberal as UC Berkley, but the Student Christian fellowships were very active in that college town. Plus, the headquarter of Intervarsity was in Madison too. I had my personal discipleship training through Navigators and the Baptist Church’s student Bible study fellowship. These influences laid a solid foundation for my Christian walk. Christian books also impacted me such as books written by Richard Foster, Chuck Colson, and C.S. Lewis, etc. The 2nd half of my spiritual walk was mainly influenced by the Vineyard movement. I was touched by John Wimber’s tenderness and humility to repent.
      Being a pastor’s kid, Ann has many mentors. Part of it is because she knows how to find those people who are like her spiritual mother. However, for Su, no person was really her mentor to hold her accountable. Fortunately, she has benefited from Sunday school teachers, fellowship co-workers, BSF leaders, and prayer partners. Some church sisters encouraged her to read several great books. She also listened to Christian radio programs like Focus on the Family, etc. She said, “through these spiritual enrichments, I was molded to be salt and light to the world.” Like Su, Mary Lu has no specific books or people as mentor in her life, but she wishes to have Paul to guide her in her future spiritual walk.  

      OBCC who seek guidance usually pray and wait. For example, while Sophia decided to homeschool, she and her husband also prayed about whether they should start a business. Presently, they are not starting the business unless they see the go ahead sign from the Lord. The same thing happened to Julia too. Whenever facing a big decision, Julie would pray with her husband, who is the church senior pastor, and ask confirmation from the Lord.  

       For Lisa, through certain joy and peace within, she would know if something is God’s will. With joy, Lisa said 
There are many times I prayed for certain things and He answered immediately. I can share how I know God’s will for me to marry my husband too. I said to Him, ‘God, if you want me to marry him, please let the airplane wait for me’ and due to a gear problem the plane did come back again after it took off. So, pray for something impossible, and let God show you that everything is possible with Him. God answers in an amazing way. Many things did happen as God confirmed His will and my faith grew.
III. Mal-Formation and Spiritual Formation of OBCC
       Divine guidance, like spiritual formation, helps OBCC’s faith grow, but the mal-formation like a stumbling block that hinders one’s spiritual walk. “Hurry up,” might be the most ordinary terms for mothers who have school age children. “Hurry is not of the Devil; it is the Devil” (Foster 1988: 15). However, without a knowledge of the truth--Jesus--we will not be free and renew our mind (Foster 1988: 63). The purpose of spiritual discipline is the total transformation of the person. Superficiality is the curse of our age. Instead of intelligent people, or gifted people, the desperate need today is for a greater number of deep people (Foster 1988: 1).

       As the Body of Christ, OBCC should be an obedient army of the Lamb of God living under the spiritual disciplines, a community in the process of total transformation from the inside out, a people determined to live out the demands of the gospel in a secular world. Such a community, cast in a rare and apostolic mold, constitutes a new gathering of the people of God (Foster 1988: 189).
A. Practicing Spiritual Disciplines 

      Therefore, to be life-transformed, what kind of religious activities are OBCC and their families engaged in at home? Usually they have their personal quiet time/solitude, Bible study, prayer/intercession, and praise or worship. Furthermore, at home, many OBCC also show their hospitality by opening their homes or leading the small group fellowship gatherings. On the other hand, fasting is the rarest spiritual discipline that OBCC practice. Chinese culture is an oral one: eating and talking are two essential things the Chinese love to indulge in, and the two are best when they go together. From a Chinese perspective, it is hard to think of anything else comparable to communal dining: not singing, dancing, drinking, sports, movies, or visiting temple or church. None is nearly as important or as wide-spread (Zha 1995: 126). 

      If fasting is an accompanying means, and study transforms our minds, it is the discipline of prayer that brings us into the deepest and highest work of the human spirit. 
Of all the spiritual disciplines, prayer is the most central. This is because prayer ushers us into perpetual communion with the Father. Prayer is thus seen as a struggle with God, through which they might hope to gain insight into God’s will and purpose. 

Real prayer is life creating and life changing. 
      Fasting must forever center on God. Meditation introduces us to the inner life and constructs an inner sanctuary in our heart (Foster 1988: 20). As for simplicity, contemporary culture lacks both the inward reality and the outward lifestyle of simplicity. Submission is for the purpose of realizing a greater good. The liberation is the end, and the disciplines are merely the means (Foster 1988: 111). The discipline of celebration gives strength to life (Neh. 8:10). 

       For Ann, she gains strength from fasting, prayer, reading, meditation, submission/obedience, and self control. Whenever there is an urgent request then she fasts. But fasting is usually for a special moment or to control her behaviors and mind. “I like Japanese soap operas and my husband likes TV sports. But after homeschooling, we started to practice fasting from TV.” Ann also enjoys dining out, but God wants her to have self-control, not just for the sake of money but also not to satisfy her flesh. So, sometimes, “My kids and I would practice no ice cream for two days.”  
       Lisa fasts once or twice a year. She said with emphasis, “Chinese are so much geared toward food. Being Christians, we need to rely on God instead of food so we should fast.” However, due to her ulcer, sometime when she fasts she gets hurt and it draws her back to God’s healing. “Unfortunately, I am a stumbling block to my family in this regard since they do not like me fasting and seeing me in pain. Maybe later as my children grow older, God will convince them and they will fast,” Lisa said with hope. She also shares the Gospel with her neighbors and prays for them. She goes to convalescent homes to visit older people. She likes to get away to a quiet place (a park, catholic monastery) and have fellowship with other homeschooling mothers. 

      Julia reads the Bible and craves for prayer, worship, and celebration. She came to realize the family values of hospitality during those five years of homeschooling her five children. After becoming more Charismatic, She also practices confession, silence and fasting. Compared with the Vineyard type church Julie appreciated what Bill Gothard did in homeschooling, but she sensed that the homeschooling community is more rigid in terms of emphasizing the Word than Jesus. For her, the Vineyard type church community is much more easygoing and real, and it helps her to be honest with her own spirituality instead of the word of God on paper.

      Dawn practices simplicity. “I had never bought clothing for myself or my family members. My church community practices prayer, scripture memorization, fasting, and missions. I think it is very balanced. The church pastor is the one who leads the congregation to practice these spiritual disciplines.” She explains further, “But the church’s main focus is on the individual person. In contrast, the ATI Chinese homeschooling support group which I am also a member of, encourages the father to take on the leadership role to lead the whole family to have devotion time together.”     

      Su also practices the discipline of prayer. Actually, prayer is Su’s top priority when she comes to the throne of God. She believes that she prays first, then God’s guidance will follow ultimately. Su was involved in both Bible Study Fellowship and her church’s small group. She also participated in the homeless ministry which was hosted by her local church.
     Being the wife of a local church pastor, Mary Lu remembered that she grew up in the church as the 4th generation of Christians. She sadly said, she had no memory of her parents leading the whole family in devotions together. However, now, as a daily normal routine, she talks to God anytime and anywhere she can. 

     On the other hand, being the first generation Christian, Peggy used to read and study God's Word most, and then prayer became the prominent discipline of her spirituality. After being a homeschooling mother of seven girls aged one to thirteen, “now I think, it must be crying out to God,” Peggy said with a smiling face.     
B. Mal-formation and Growing Pains  

      Parenting could be a constant struggle for OBCC. Besides feeling empathy toward OBCC and their families who have apparent physical sickness, while interviewing OBCCs, I was reminded of their hidden parts of “Cave Girl,” “Whining Woman,” and “Mrs. Temper” (Steinberg 2001). It dawned on me how vital it is to face the true self and learn to parent ourselves. Apparently, OBCC need to develop a way to nurture themselves when they are tenuously hanging on to life. Besides facing their loved ones, such as husbands and children, in facing the true self, OBCC have to deal with their issues of shame, curses, rejection, fear, anger, death, deception, etc
. 

      Fortunately, the God we serve is a redeeming God, and the growing pains that OBCC suffer from could be redeemed and transformed for their spiritual growth, since the Apostle Paul said, “We know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose” (Rom. 8:28). The definition of spiritual growth usually means to have a personally deepened relationship with God that transforms ones’ attitudes and behaviors when conflicts take place. For OBCC, to know God better is also indicated by having peace, joy, victory, and contentment in every single day of life. Though, “sometime we might have scars here and there, it is part of growing pains,” Ann summarized. 

       It’s not every mother’s natural personality to stay home with her own children, neither did Ann see homeschooling as her full time career. “To me, hmm... it takes miracles, but God did it for me. What grace!”  When Ann was young, she always wanted to go out to do ministry. “But He does not want me to regret in the future that I didn't minister to my own children. Instead, He wants me to bless my children with my time and energy and shepherd their hearts first,” said Ann. 
      Similar to Ann, three years of homeschooling made Su learn how to fully rely on God. On the other hand, Mary Lu tried to be honest with the issues of her heart and said, “I can act like a spoiled brat, or wrestle with Him. In the meantime, I also try to take more consideration of God’s heart. It is like growing pains, the more I struggle, the more I grew.”

        For Peggy, spiritual growth means something different. Peggy and her husband have observed that there are specific generational weaknesses and sinful tendencies in their lives. With gratitude, Peggy hopes to make improvement by

un-learning the unhealthy patterns in my own family (some of them are not yet believers) and learning to relate biblically with my own siblings and parents…More specifically on my side includes rejection of my identity and role of women, harboring bitterness, and fear of man rather than God. 

      Sarah used to do things according to her own conscience. But now she tries to see things from God’s perspective. Facing the constant whispers “You are only a new believer, what can you give your kids,” Sarah knows that God loves her family dearly. “Homeschooling is a choice, and we choose to accept the calling though suffering as growing pains.” She recognizes that homeschooling is a way God used to mold her. 

      Ling also realized that God was pruning and molding her through home schooling. “I was drawn closer to God and experienced His power, whenever there was a warm wave of peace from above I knew it was the Holy Spirit who I had never experienced before.”  Since she quit her full time job to homeschool she experienced the spiritual awakening. She said, 

Before, I spent 90 % energy on the job, left 10% energy to my family, my time with God was in my sleep. Now I had reprioritized my life through fellowship, BSF, and being a homeschooling mom. I know that God has a bigger plan. It also takes a leap of faith to change since career wise, now I have been cut off from career opportunities after leaving the computer industry 6-7 years ago.
     Ling also recognized that the way she left the fellowship in her college years was a way to avoid the disharmony in personal relationships. “Hopefully in the future, I will learn how to deal with this negative trait. I think the same thing applies to my marriage which required me to face the conflicts among my in-laws” said Ling. Ling defined her spiritual growth as doing the things she could do before and overcoming the fear, such as leading worship and praying in public. “At least now I know that I am not performing but experiencing the power from prayer. Once I felt I was a far relative to God, but now I feel much closer to Him,” Ling added.   
      Helen has a different take on what is spiritual growth. Being born as a pastor’s kid in Hong Kong, Helen defines spirituality as practicing what she knows pleases God, such as being honest, having integrity, leading by example; and practicing truth (biblical truth) and justice (with grace). Therefore, spiritual formation, for her, is a formal process like teaching; it usually requires goals of lesson plans and curriculum in order to have understanding and application. However, growing up in a clergy family, Helen’s parents did not teach her and her older brother spiritual formation intentionally. She wished her own spiritual formation could have been more formalized when she was young. 

       However, Helen’s mother did lead her to pray before they went to sleep or had meals. It was like a liturgical thing for Helen and she said “We memorized the prayer including singing a thankful meal song. We also prayed for my grandparents every day. Without formalized procedures, somehow my parents led by example. They prayed for every decision, and I picked up whatever I could pick up.” Now, being a mother of two pre-school girls, Helen is aware that she needs to pay attention to what she teaches them, not jut let them pick up whatever.
       Helen’s definition of spiritual growth is the ability to live out the truth which one can understand. Thus, instead of focusing on mystical experiences, she views spirituality as applying truth in a practical way in her daily life. “I had changed from a fundamental to a Pentecostal. Our Pentecostal background is based on the spiritual heritage of Azusa Revival one hundred years ago. This heritage helps me to cultivate the ability to see thing in the spirit inside out,” she said with thankfulness.   
C. Passing on Spiritual Heritage
     Never underestimate the impact a mother can make on her children’s life, especially in children’s spiritual formation as Eugene Peterson recalled: 

Now thirty years or so later, as I searched for the source of my vocation, I came across this artesian spring of song and story. I had been given access to the faith through the forms impressionable years of my childhood had arrived in the containers of song and story and carried by a singer and a story teller—everything about God, but also about being human, growing up to adulthood (Peterson 1992: 44).
     Most OBCC, such as Maria, Peggy, Helen, Ann, and Sophia share Peterson’s vision and echo what Peterson said. Maria asserted that,  

I was working as a professional before I started homeschooling. At that time, my daughter was in kindergarten. I felt that she should not have to be in a chaotic school room to learn. Every morning, I rushed that little 4 and a half year-old to school, dropped her off to a teacher who was too busy to notice that my daughter was too shy to talk and rushed myself to work.  When I get home, she is already too tired to talk about the day (most of the time she did not even want to talk about it). Day in and day out, I realized we were just tiring her out. Yes, she did learn something from school (it was a Christian private school); but I felt that the effort we all had to put into it is not worth what she gets out of it. At the same time, I was listening to Dr. Dobson talking about homeschooling and the benefits of it. I liked very much the idea that I would be able to stay closer to my kids and guide them every step as they grow. I did not want to regret several years later that I had ignored God’s calling. It was my desire to bring them up in the Lord as Jesus commanded parents to do.  
      Peggy shared her thoughts. Having homeschooled for 7 1/2 years, now she is most grateful for five more pregnancies which included four wonderful additions with one in heaven. She added, “I am also grateful for the opportunity to care for my mother in our home during her last days on earth. Things like that, which are really a part of life seem to wreck havoc in terms of traditional “schooling,” yet, looking back, they are my true joys and the things that matters the most.”
      For Helen, the joy of homeschooling is that she and her pre-schooled girls sing many songs together in their schooling. Her older daughter has already accepted the Lord at age five. She memorized Psalm one. The second daughter asked to be in charge of prayer before or after the Bible reading. Helen requires them to do the thing they should do to glorify God and benefit others. Due to her heart’s conviction to be a missionary, Helen always wants to live somewhere else. If that really happens, she said she would still like to provide her children with good education. But for her, public elementary education tends to allow students to make moral choices without giving them sufficient information and before they have the mental capacity to do so. Homeschooling, on the other hand, seems to allow her more choices over the curriculum and how it is taught. Therefore, homeschooling is a good way for Helen to prepare to be a missionary and make sure that her children are taught right from wrong when they are young. 

       Ann shares how she teaches her children right from wrong. Besides Bible memorization, Ann asked God further what is more meaningful for them to memorize Scriptures. “I do not like them to be robots to memorize the Bible. One day when we were singing a song-- The Apostle Creed-- I knew that God answered me.” Also regarding worship, Ann says, “I would focus on their attitude of offering, I do not want them to have the mentality of giving God tips.” 
       For Sophia, she and her children have daily singing and Bible reading from 9:00am -10:30am. Then, they go through the wisdom booklet for the rest of morning. They do academic studies in the afternoon. By doing this, she wishes to instill the Word of God in her children’s hearts and build up their character as their future foundation. She believes firmly, “As long as my children embrace several virtues of the 49 characters in the ATI curriculum, their academic achievement and future success will follow.” 

IV. Ministry Implications
      Ministry flows out of being. It sounds so natural to associate homeschooling with spiritual formation, when one tries to connect God’s story to ministry (Steffen 1996) and takes a covenantal approach of faith-learning integration. In other words, God initiated something, OBCC may choose to obey, but apart from God, OBCC still can't carry it through. It needs to be from God and through God, for only then can the result be unto God. While embracing the “harvest” mindset, OBCC usually homeschool with the view of faith-learning integration. According to Peggy, faith-learning integration is like “curriculum which integrates all subjects through a Biblical framework that provides the right knowledge or a more accurate worldview but it is not truly faith-integrated without the active intervention of a living God in daily living.” 
A. The Incarnational Model of 24/7 Homeschooling

      If one sees homeschooling as a ministry harvest field, then OBCC would be the ones who answer God’s righteous call. To face Jesus, a covenantal approach to homeschooling should be the way to go (Sprout 2004). Susanna Wesley is a great example to follow. While dearly embracing “as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord” (Josh. 24:15), Susanna was first and foremost a mother. For her, motherhood was a calling--a vocation. Foster upheld her following prayer as one of the finest expressions of the incarnational model in the 19th Century. 
Help me, Lord, to remember that religion is not to be confined to the church, or closet, nor exercised only in prayer and medication, but that everywhere I am in Thy presence. . . May all things instruct me and afford me an opportunity of exercising some virtue and daily learning and growing toward Thy likeness. . . Amen (Foster 1998: 237). 
      In the 21st Century, Peggy’s heart’s desire for her children below might 
summarize the heart cry of most OBCC: 

I am grateful for the opportunity to learn together and just to "be" with my children. In the short term, my husband sees the potential of the girls serving during their most available years during early adulthood in terms of their time, energy, and talents although they are not yet mature. Ultimately, since both my husband and I are first generation Christians, I am hoping to see cross-generational faithfulness and that God could raise up purer vessels in perhaps the 3rd generations and beyond (If He should tarry).  
B.  Motifs, Metaphors, and Mottos

       The motif of OBCC’s spirituality is often portrayed as a struggle between God and the world, or good and evil. The image of struggle is deployed in three different contexts within OBCC’s spirituality. First is the external struggle against those hostile to Christianity or one of its forms; second is the internal struggle against temptation; third is the struggle with God (McGrath 1999: 94-95). If the cross is a Christian symbol, then there are several motifs, metaphors, or images used either by God or OBCC themselves to depict the homeshcooling journey. Those images include water, plants, a toddler, a pearl of great price, a light at the end of a tunnel, and so on.  

     When Ann was young, she had a dream. In that dream, Ann was in a dark, black cave.  “As I was running toward the light I knew that God was waiting for me at the end of the light. He makes sure I will be there eventually. He wants me to experience these struggles to purify me,” she declares. 
      Su’s spirituality is like canoeing, either on a stormy ocean sea or a smooth lake. She shares that, “If I am with God, it does not matter if I am in the ocean or on the lake. Like the children’s song—if I have the Lord in my boat, then I will not be afraid of the storm.”  
      Being a young believer in the Lord, Sarah sensed that she and her husband are like toddlers learning to run before they can walk. However, they make progress even though once in a while they might fall down. If they keep standing still then they will stand on the same spot without any progress. 

      To Sophia, it is like crossing from one side of the river to the other side. No matter how deep or shallow the water might be, believing in God is the rope that they can hold on to in order to walk through the wicked waters.
      Additionally, during OBCC’s homeschooling years, God might have de-bunked many mental images of what they thought they would like their family to be. Peggy said, “Those images proved to be figments of my imagination, not God's.” She affirmed in retrospect:  
If I were to draw a schematic of homeschooling it would be no different from life in general. God initiated us on the journey (a START on the left), I have no clue how he will lead (... ???.... in the middle) but at the end, we will safely arrive at THE destination He has chosen. ( ---->Destination on the right side of the page). In other words, I have no clue as to what to expect on the way, but I do believe whatever truly godly desires I may have within me will be fully fulfilled at the end. It is just that we cannot understand his ways in the meantime.
      Besides metaphors that paint the picture of OBCC’s homeschooling journey,           there are mottos to encourage OBCC to cling to their pilgrimages. Peggy likes the motto ATI quoted for service: God gets the glory, our authority gets the credit, and we get the joy. “Let go, let God” is another motto which is embraced dearly by some OBCC. OBCC are also encouraged by the Word of God, “A wife of noble character is worth far more than rubies,” which is Proverb 31:10. But to become a Proverb 31 woman is not an easy job.
C. A Covenantal Approach of Faith–Learning Integration 

      Questions that constantly occupy OBCC’s hearts might be: “If only I could hear His voice better, if only I could feel His love more, if only I had more faith, if only I could pray more effectively.” Take Peggy for example. This is how she shares her frustration and hope:  
I was surprised at how fragile my plans, goals, aspirations, and schedules really are in the face of -- not some grand tragedies or difficulties -- but, the commonplace pregnancies and baby care. I was frustrated with my lack of physical strength and ability to implement all that I have wanted to do. … We trust that these weaknesses can be overcome and become strengths through the redemptive work of Christ in our lives. 
      Thus, to let OBCC’s heart soar and draw into a deeper intimate relationship with Father God, let go let God like Mary did in the angelical annunciation is key. This is evident that in 24/7 homesschooling OBCC come to understand and how Mary was called blessed by all generations (Lk. 1:48; 2: 33-35). “Not by might nor by power, but by the Spirit of the Lord” (Zec. 4:6). Therefore, for OBCC to rest their souls before the Lord is to seek His best for their families and take the covenantal approach of faith–learning integration. 

V. Conclusion
       OBCC have come so far on their spiritual journey at this point. From acknowledging being sinners to drawing closer to the Father’s heart of God, both OBCC’s knowledge of self and knowledge of God grow deeper and wider as they hear more clearly the voice (heartbeat) of God. While stepping on the twists and turns of the path, OBCC follow guidance and surround themselves with soul friends as their spiritual directors to keep their spirits awakened and their minds renewed. Furthermore, OBCC encounter the presence of God through practicing spiritual disciplines and learn to bypass their mal-formation and pass on their spiritual heritage to their next generation.  

      As OBCC go through growing pains as a way of spiritual growth, their womanhood transcends the boundaries of time and space. The fibers of their souls are spun from their  cross-cultural spirituality. The threads of their homeschooling days are imbued with pigments harvested from their dreams and visions. Their prayers and praises are the means that over time create the pattern of their lives. When seeing homeschooling as a way of spiritual formation, I envision that OBCC’s collective life, like patches that are stitched together, form a kingdom quilt to warm the body of Christ and touch the hearts of the nations. 
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Appendix A

Interview Qs of OBCC’s Spirituality

1. How long have you been a born-again Christian? 

    What does spiritual formation mean to you?  What is your definition of Spirituality?

2. Do you have any spiritual directors/mentors that are vital to your spiritual walk? 

    (C.S Lewis, Schaefer, Richard Foster, Books; spiritual Giants)

     And how do they influence your spiritual walk?  

3. Who are your favorite Biblical Characters? Favorite Bible verses? And why?   

    What (Who) is God to you? One of the attributes of God which is important to you ?  

    What is your knowledge of God?

    How do you see yourself as a person? What is your knowledge of self ?

    How do you see yourself to God? 

    How do you see the relationship of this double knowledge play out in your pilgrimage? 

4. How do you hear the voice of God?  Where do you go for guidance? 

    What is the authority of the word in your spiritual walk? 

5. What spiritual disciplines are common to your culture that you are a part of ?

    Who practices them, when, why, and how? 

    How does your spiritual heritage (stream of faith) relate to your spiritual disciplines  

    (fast, prayer, Bible reading, service, solitude, etc…), and how do you cultivate your 

     spiritual disciplines?  

 

6. How do you perceive the matters of heart?  What is your awareness of the heart?

    How do you view spiritual growth? Any metaphor/analogy or images.

    How do you perceive the spirituality of your church community and homeschooling  

    community ? 

7. How has homeschooling and HS support group been a way of spiritual formation for  you?  i.e. What are the new realizations that you have grasped as a result of HS?  

     What is your definition of faith-learning integration as related to homeschooling?

 

8. How do you nurture your children’s formation through homeschooling?

Such as Bible verses memorization, prayer chair, prayer icons, Psalm memorization etc…. 

 

9. Do you recognize any mal-formation of your life in the past, the present or you want to avoid in the future especially?  Any more comments you want to add? 

Spiritual disciplines:

Solitude; Silence, Prayer, Journaling, Study, Meditation, Fasting

Chastity, Secrecy, Confession, Fellowship, Submission, Guidance

Simplicity, Stewardship, Sacrifice, Worship, Celebration, Service, Witness, Hospitality; Texts: Richard Foster: Celebration of Discipline.
Appendix B
Kingdom Quilt
        









                          Forming A Kingdom Quilt
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Figure 1. Envision a kingdom quilt to warm the body and touch the heart.




OBCC’s prayers and praises are 


       their means that over time create 


            the pattern of their lives like patches 


               that stitched together form a quilt of glory. 


                      








�. This section is based on my final paper of ISCL 873: Adult Learning Tutorial, Fall 2004.


� Syllabus of MJ 513, Messianic Jewish Spirituality, by Rabbi Stuart Dauermann. Summer 2002, Fuller Seminary.





� "Shout Grace!" by Francis Frangipane, Frangipane Ministries, Inc. � HYPERLINK "http://www.frangipane.org" \t "_blank" �www.frangipane.org�. April 20, 2005





� These issues form a detailed account of my final paper entitled--A case of spiritual warfare that OBCC are engaging—for ISCL 874: Spiritual Warfare, Spring 2005.   








