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I. Introduction
      In this mid-term paper, I examine the current education system in Taiwan, which is my homeland. Eventually, my final paper will base on the findings of homeschooling in Taiwan from this paper to compare to homeschooling in the US. 
      This paper includes three sections. First, the overview section includes Education System of Taiwan in the social-culture-historical context, vital facts and figures of Taiwan as well as current social phenomena. The second section is the home schooling movement in Taiwan. Besides the diagram of current school system, there are three issues have been looking into, and they are: Emerging Needs of Homeschooling, Wearing Two Hats at the Same Time, and Socialization and Life Curriculums. Then, the third section of this paper summarizes the issues and recommendations for the current education system in Taiwan. And a conclusion with my ministry application follows at the end.  The thesis of this paper is that homeschooling is a better alternative education system for the social-cultural context of Taiwan in the global era.       
II. An Overview: Education System of Taiwan
       To gain a better understanding of Taiwan, this section is dedicated to paint a big picture in terms of history, culture, economy, and religion which related to the education system of Taiwan. 

      Taiwan’s culture is a blend of its distinctive Chinese heritage and Western influences. Fine arts, folk traditions, and popular culture embody traditional and modern, Asian, and Western motifs. Taiwan had been a colony of Dutch, Japan and Spanish for a period of time. The first major influx of migrants from the Chinese mainland came during the Dutch period, sparked by the political and economic chaos on the China coast during the Manchu invasion and the end of the Ming Dynasty. 

      Religions in Taiwan have been a mixture of Buddhist, Confucian and Taoist. According to Taiwan's Interior Ministry figures, there are about 11.2 million religious believers in Taiwan, with more than 75% identifying themselves as Buddhists or Taoists. At the same time there is a strong belief in Chinese folk religion throughout the island. Confucianism also is an honored school of thought and ethical code. Christian churches have been active on Taiwan for over 200 years, and today the island has more than 600,000 Christians, a majority of whom are Protestant. 

       In terms of economy, Taiwan had been one of the four Asian little tigers. Through nearly five decades of hard work and sound economic management, Taiwan has transformed itself from an underdeveloped, agricultural island to an economic power that is a leading producer of high-technology goods. However, in 2001, the combination of the slowing global economy, weaknesses in parts of the financial sector, and sagging consumer and business confidence in the government's economic policymaking resulted in the first-ever economic recession. At the same time, the appreciation of the New Taiwan dollar (NT$), rising labor costs, and increasing environmental consciousness in Taiwan caused many labor-intensive industries, such as shoe manufacturing, to move to the Chinese mainland and Southeast Asia. Taiwan has transformed itself from a recipient of U.S. aid in the 1950s and early 1960s to an aid donor and major foreign investor, especially in Asia. In order to portray Taiwan in details, the following section is dedicated to vital facts and figures of Taiwan mainly according to WENR: World Education News and Reviews (Clark 2002). 
A. Vital Facts and Figures of Taiwan
Table 1 
	Land Area: 32,260 sq km                                                                             

Capital: Taipei

Geography                                                                                                                          
Area: 35,967 sq. km. (13,887 sq. mi.). Cities (June 2003):Capital--Taipei (pop. 2.6 million). Other cities--(Kaohsiung 1.5 million), Taichung (990,000). Terrain: Largely mountainous. Climate: Maritime subtropical. 

ECONOMY

GNP (2003): $296 billion.
Annual growth rate (2003): 3.2%.
Per capita GNP (2003): $13,318. 
Unemployment (Sept. 2003) 5.05%.
Natural resources: Small deposits of coal, natural gas, limestone, marble and asbestos.
Agriculture (1.8% of GDP): Major products--pork, rice, fruit, vegetables, sugarcane, poultry, shrimp, eel.
PEOPLE
Taiwan has a population of 22.6 million, 2003 estimate. Annual growth rate (2003): 0.65%. More than 18 million, the "native" Taiwanese are descendants of Chinese who migrated from Fujian and Guangdong Provinces on the mainland, primarily in the 18th and 19th centuries. The "mainlanders," who arrived on Taiwan after 1945, came from all parts of mainland China. 

LANGUAGES: Mandarin Chinese (official), Taiwanese, Hakka dialects

EDUCATION: Years compulsory--9. Attendance (2001)--99%. 

Literacy (2003)--96.13 %.
Health: Infant mortality rate (2003)--0.6%. 

Life expectancy (2003 est.)--male 74.12 yrs.; female 79.88 yrs.
Work force (2003): 10.11 million.. 

Government Expenditure on Education (2000): US$13 billion (5.5 percent of GNP); 51 percent for primary and junior high schooling, nearly 21 percent for senior secondary education and just over 23 percent for higher education.


(Source: Based on WENR, November 2002) 

B. Current Social Phenomena  

     Under the trend of globalization and in the knowledge-based economy, creativity,  teamwork and multicultural diversity should be the emphasis of Taiwan’s education system. However, tracing back the cultural change in Taiwan during the past 10 years,  one can find that the educational issues are surrounded with four phenomena: the education reform, cram school, family education as well as home schooling.     
         1. The Failure of Over Ten-year-long Education Reform.
      Generally speaking, the education reform program that Taiwan has been rushing to put into effect these last ten years is facing many problems, requiring that everyone slow down and carefully reassess. Yuan-Tseh Lee, who chairs a commission currently looking into educational reform in Taiwan, is brutally critical of the exam system and its inability to identify and encourage original talent. Creativity and independence, however, are not qualities that can be readily manufactured. The education advocates protest the alleged failure of education reform, and made several appeals, such as: Let children learn happily, allow teachers to enjoy professional autonomy, promote 12-year compulsory education, implement small classes and small schools, increase the number of public universities, and protect the education rights of the disadvantaged (Chang 2003).
      In addition, the Education Reconstruction Front founded by more than 100 professors and experts, released an Education Reconstruction Manifesto. The manifesto used the term mistakes to refer to the major elements of education reform. Which includes alternatives to the high school entrance exams, new approaches to teaching math, the unified nine-year curriculum, private publication of textbooks and allowing each school to choose its own textbooks, integrated instruction, diversified channels for advancement, new forms of teacher training, elimination of technical high schools, a large increase in the number of academic high schools, and faculty control over campuses (Chang 2003). 

     2. The Permeated Buxiban culture--Cram Schools.
       As a result of the education reform which creates a huge industry of buxiban --cramming schools, many parents in Taiwan send their children abroad. Ping Yin is one of the parents. Ying grieved against this harsh buxiban culture in her book “Running Away to New Zealand” which published in 1992. At first, Ying refused to make her child take part in cram schools when her child was in the first year of junior high. But by third grade, under pressure from the school's teachers to keep up with the rest of the class and to “push the level of accomplishment,” and all the other students were already enrolled in the cram school, and they had moved the homework ahead of schedule, this mother who had always opposed late night cram sessions had no choice but to put her child on the buxiban roster. Finally, for her children's education, Yin Ping immigrated to New Zealand. Ying’s book, Running Away to New Zealand which examines principally the problem of education in Taiwan, remains on the bestseller list over a decade. It is quite evident that many people in Taiwan share the same woes. Nevertheless, attendance at buxibans continues to rise irresistibly (Chen 1996).
         3. More and More Dysfunctional Families.
      Besides cram schools, there are more and more dysfunctional families in Taiwan. In the year 2000, Taiwan’s divorce rate is of 28%. This is higher than in the neighboring countries of Japan, Singapore, and Korea. In fact, in terms of divorce rate, Taiwan is number one in Asia! Although there is no direct connection between the divorce rate and social dis-order, but the family is the foundation of social stability, where the individual's character is formed. Furthermore, according to “A Study of Juvenile Cases” produced by the Ministry of Justice, family factors account for most juvenile crime. In 1997, 98.87% of youth crimes were attributed to poor parenting or family breakup. Of particular concern are the rising numbers of cases of child abuse. According to the Ministry of the Interior, 80% of the time the abuser is the child’s own parent. 
     Therefore, to promote and strengthen the work of family education, the Department of Social Education of the Ministry of Education established the Family Education Service Centers
 in Taipei, and Kaoshiung cities and the other 23 counties all over Taiwan, offering people Family Education activities and related counseling services. The Ministry of Education also established Family Education Center in different universities in different areas to research, develop and supervise all Family Education Centers in 23 counties. 
      The Family Education Center is to promote Family Education according to the regional needs and characteristics. For example, there are many foreign brides and aborigines in rural areas such as PengHu, TaiDong, therefore, family education focus is on those populations. To establishing Family Education Law, the first Family Education Draft was prepared in 1999. After many reviews and revisions, Family Education Law was passed on January 7th 2002 and it became the first law to include family education in the world. Also, to respect human rights and sexual equality, the Ministry of Education prepared a draft of “Female Education.”

III. Homeschooling Movement in Taiwan
     Along with the establishment of the Family Law, there is another change in education law in Taiwan. According to the Chinese Christians’ Home Education Association ( CCHE), there are about 200 children receiving “non-school-based experimental education” or what is commonly known as home schooling in Taiwan. They can study at home not only because their parents are nonconformists but also the laws have changed. 
A. [image: image1.png]


Current School System
       The following is a diagram of current school system in Taiwan made by Cultural 
Division, Taipei Economic and Cultural Office in Houston
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                       Figure 1 Current School System
                  (Source: Cultural Division, Taipei Economic and Cultural Office in Houston.)
B. Urgent Needs for Homeschooling 

      Due to the current school system as above, there are many reasons for parents in Taiwan choose a non-school based experimental education. All those parents have high hopes for their children’s future. They either sacrifice their family income or stretch their mental intelligences to fulfill their educational dream to let their own children can learn from Mom and Dad with Homeschooling (Chang 2002). 

      As Taiwan’s society has grown increasingly chaotic and uncultivated, the new methods of school-based education have become more and more divorced from giving children a proper upbringing. Therefore, home schooling parents do have something to say about the education at school. 

      Huang Hsia-cheng, the secretary-general of the Chinese Christian Home Education Association (CCHEA), laments the lack of ethics courses in schools. Huang believes that the years of compulsory education are the “age of enlightenment” and the key period for character development. Knowledge and conceptual frameworks, as well as active and supportive teaching, are extremely important for children’s mental and physical health (Chang 2002).

     Besides being worried about the lack of ethics, the methods and content of education in the schools has been criticized. Such as “school education does not teach children the right things at the right times,” and “Children who are taught under this system may seem to have conquered the world when they are young, but they end up losers for a lifetime.”  A lack of well-rounded education is another criticism. Education at schools, with their large classes, uniform pace, and rigid grading system, is an inefficient way to impart knowledge, let alone provide a well-rounded education. While being interviewed, Huang Hsia-cheng argues that the “educational production lines” of schools cannot meet the life growth needs of individuals. Children of the 21st century, Huang emphasize, “need specifically tailored educational programs,” therefore, Huang believes that the best way to educate the whole person is homeschooling. “Only by providing instruction from real life can you achieve a method that is closest to reality, and only then do you reestablish the connection between education and life” (Chang 2002). 
      “My income has been halved,” says Chen Hsieh-chi, a dentist. “I'm focusing on my daughter.” Chen had previously unsuccessfully petitioned the Minister of Education and legislators to have the study of Chinese classics included in the elementary school curriculum. Out of powerless feeling, Chen said “since I could not change the school system, all I could do was to teach my child at home by myself” (Chang 2002). 

        Like Chen, to fulfill an educational dream is the reason for some other parents to  homeschool. One of these parents is Kao Wei-chien, a Chinese teacher at the high school. He homeschools his fourth-grader in hope that his child will study happily in a self-directed manner to become a cultured person with outstanding character, and to become a grow up who is both patriotic and globally minded and to become a human being who understands the importance of self-respect, kindness and giving something back to society (Chang 2002).
       Instead of self-directed study, Tseng Yi-ting sees homeschooling from another perspective. Tseng senses that Children are like trees, they need their parents’ helps, and home schooling is the best venue for the children to get their parents’ helps. Nevertheless, Tseng admitted that it is hard to teach children to obey every day. Sometimes, to a point, it can be truly tough. “But in order to give them a solid foundation, I have chosen homeschooling.” says Tseng (Chang 2002).

C. Wearing Two Hats at the Same Times 

      The question of whether parents have what it takes to educate their children is one of the main sources of doubt for homeschooling skeptics. In the past, people used to teach each other’s children for fear that teaching one’s own children was detrimental to the parent-child relationship. However, the right attitude is the key. “It is not that you have to provide something, but rather that you take the children on a journey and face the challenges together,” says Lu Chi-hua, who holds that anyone can homeschool their kids with the right attitude and spur children’s motivation to learn. 
      Other people question parental motives for choosing homeschooling, thinking that they must have some sort of stubborn and fanatical religious or intellectual bias. For example, Chen Hsieh-ching, who teaches his daughter to read the Buddhist Sutras and the Chinese classics, has encountered lots of opposition along the way from family, friends and schools. When facing the doubts of the outside world, Chen’s believes firmly that the path he has chosen for his child is the right one.

       In spite of the determination and strong belief in homeschooling, some potential problems are easily to be observed. Such as, these parents may get extremely physically tired and emotionally burnout. They may overlook the need for a balanced education that develops a well-rounded person. They may lack self-discipline and procrastinate. They may have difficulty finding the middle ground between flexibility and discipline as well as the middle ground between isolation and having too many educational commitments outside the home (Chang 2002).

      Homeschooling, after all, is out of the ordinary. Like many others, Fang Hui-chin, being a government caseworker who keeps track of homeschoolers’ educational progress,  harbored many doubts at the beginning. But with his first-hand and in-depth experience, Fang has developed a deep respect for homeschoolers. “I have found their commitment very moving,” said Fang. In addition, according to statistics compiled by Fang, usually it is the mothers who take on the major responsibility of teaching at home for four or five hours a day. Naturally, assuming two vastly different roles as mother and teacher leaves these women feeling overstretched at times (Chang 2002). But instead of commitment, what makes the home schooling last is those parents’ education philosophy.  
D.  Socialization and Life Curriculums 

      With respect to educational philosophy, the mottos of homeschooling families are “teaching by example” and “learning families.” As a matter of fact, the parents are the families’ first students, and the children are like their younger schoolmates. The Chinese Christian Home Education Association (CCHEA) recommends homeschoolers, wherever they are, to establish small “study groups” that provide teaching materials and hold regularly scheduled meetings. It recommends that parents design an integrated curriculum, taking an interdisciplinary approach that looks at subject matter from different angles.

      “Homeschooling does have various advantages, such as combining living with learning, fostering family togetherness, and allowing the curriculum to closely match the talents and needs of the student,” according to Wu Hui-chin, the principal of West Gate Elementary School (Chang 2002). But the relative merits of mainstream education and homeschooling are still the source of many arguments.

       Homeschoolers, meanwhile, take issue with outsiders’ criticisms that the sheltered environment of homeschooling might leave children deficient in skills of social adaptability. “Of course children should be protected when they are most impressionable,” says Kao Wei-chien. In his view, if parents wait until children have developed sufficient powers of resistance before letting them out in the world, then they will have a positive impact on society, rather than be led astray by it.

     “So-called ‘group education’ is really a pretty vague concept,” says Huang Hsia-cheng. Moreover, she argues that the age-exclusive groupings in schools are in fact very unnatural and that in a high-density living environment such as Taiwan people need to learn to deal with a variety of people. “It is the kids in the schools who will have problems adjusting to society” claims Huang (Chang 2002).
      Furthermore, it is worth noting that many homeschooling parents focus the curriculum on the Chinese classics. And today many regard returning to a classics-based educational system as being very odd indeed. They wonder what the point is of having children recite classical Chinese. “The result of not reading the classics is that people lack Confucius and Laozi's vision of the nature of life and the world, and they cannot identify with the universality of the Tao,” says Wang Pang-hsiung, a professor at National Central University.
      In the meantime, from the Christians’ point of view, homeschooling is also an attitude about life. Christians comprise a large share of the people that choose to homeschool in Taiwan. Among the 60 families that belong to CCHEA, “non-school based experimental education” is not just an educational method. They believe that raising and educating their children is a mission given by God, and they should not just leave it up to the government or the schools. Hence, CCHEA encourage parents, within the bounds of the law, to completely take over responsibility for educating their children.
      In the year 2000, the CCHEA, which grew out of a Christian fellowship, was formally established. Fan Shou-kang, the managing director of CCHEA, and his wife Ma Cho-chun, explain that homeschooling does not just mean keeping a child at home to read and study, but rather it involves the whole family living according to Jesus’ example.  For them, it is a revolutionary movement and by doing so they hope will have a very positive impact on society (Chang 2002). 
      Regarding whether worry about their children need to go back to school later, these parents have different takes. Chen Hsieh-chi says, “it is likely that my daughter will never go to school, but that does not bother me.” Chen believes that as long as he cultivates his daughter's basic abilities, she will attain great learning on her own. “I smile whenever I think about it !” says Chen about his decision to educate his daughter himself.  He firmly believes that his child's future ambitions and field of vision will definitely surpass his own, so in his own words “I am willing to be used as a stepping stone, to be sacrificed for the next generation” (Chang 2002).
IV. Issues and Recommendations
      From the issues discussed above, such as the ten years failure of education reform, the permeating phenomena of cram school, the establishment of Family Education Centers and the home schooling movement in Taiwan, along with the force of globalization in the 21st century in terms of cultural change, I come to believe firmly that the word “Family” should be a verb instead of a noun. Therefore, the alternative education system in Taiwan--Home Schooling should be able to provide a great opportunity for the next generation of Chinese to interact closely with their families as a learning community.

       It has been said that currently over 120,000 business men move from Taiwan to Mainland to pursue job opportunities there. As those Taiwanese business men bring along their young ones overseas, home schooling naturally becomes a popular choice for those parents who do not want to be involved in the Communist education system. The number of Chinese home schooling families will continue to increase tremendously, while, in the meantime, home schooling Chinese families will become a great harvest mission field.       

       Furthermore, based on the reevaluation and adjustment of Family Law and Home Schooling Law in Taiwan, it seems that by building an education system answering the needs and situation demands of Taiwan, and creating a curriculum rooted in the life experience of pupils of the 21st Century global community are tasks that still need to be accomplished. Taiwan, with its relatively strong economic base, is favorably poised to champion this cause, by means of small scale home schooling enterprises. 
      Similar to the issues and challenges of the Mexican education system, I will imagine that over next two decades, the shift toward an aging population in Taiwan will pose new issues for educational development that will require different kinds of thinking and action in educational policy (Steyn 2000: 158). 
       And by the end of the century in Taiwan, another shift will be in motion: birth rates and overall growth rates are down, life expectancy is up, and the economic has internationalized. The leaders and policies of the educational system are faced with the need to adapt to these profound shifts which will require a complete new paradigm in educational thinking. In view of the considerable weight of systemic inertia from a previous era, this challenge poses especially complex difficulties to educational policy makers who will need to develop a new type of vision (Steyn 2000: 159).
V. Conclusion with Personal Application
     After working on this paper, I have a better understanding of the current education system in Taiwan, since I have been away from Taiwan’s society for over a decade. I always have a sense of burden toward my own Chinese people, especially people in Taiwan. First of all, thanks to the internet era I am able to keep in contact with over two hundreds friends and colleagues who are in Taiwan. The majority of their e-mail addresses end with edu.tw which means that they are working in education fields. As a matter of fact, most of my peers are either college professors or school workers. 

      Secondly, in order to update my understanding of the social-ecology of the field in education, I constantly keep track of the educational news of Taiwan through newspapers, TV news, school journals and magazines. Usually, I read the Taiwan news twenty minutes daily via internet. And whenever I sense the Spirit leads, I will just pray and intercede for the situations, such as students committing suicide due to the overload of academic competition.    

      Thirdly, in terms of job hunting, I also frequently surf home pages of teacher colleges, especially the courses they offer and their faculty’s specialties to understand the qualifications of being a intercultural educator in Taiwan. Through these endeavors of survey and investigation, I will be able to discern which paths to take upon graduating from the Ph.D. Intercultural Education program at Biola.
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