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I. Introduction
      Based on the findings of homeschooling in Taiwan from my mid-term paper, this final paper is a comparative study. While I compare these findings from Taiwan to that in the US, I also frame six challenges--according to Steyn’s (2000: 362) summary of the challenges of the global community in the 21st century--to this paper. They are Demography, Geographical determinants, Socio-economic tendencies; Religious and philosophical tendencies, Tendencies in science and technology as well as Political tendencies. 

       First and foremost, in the socio-cultural context, homeschooling is definitely influenced by the emergence of multiculturalism and a networking revolution in both Taiwan and in the US. Second, religious and philosophical issues of homeschooling can be characterized by the values revolution as well as by reconciliation between the plurality of value systems. Third, the wide-ranging progress in information technology such as Internet enhance the information access and networking for both homeschooling in Taiwan and in the US. Finally, demography, geographical determinants and political tendencies, such as urbanization, a continuing drift of migrants, hold true with the
Homeschooling movement, especially with Overseas-Born Chinese Christian homeschooling mothers (OBCC). 
      Therefore, the thesis of this paper is that as homeschooling has become a revolution movement in both Taiwan and in the US to meet the emerging challenges of this global era we are in, consequently, “Mother Culture” is the way to go for the world class education system in the 21st century.  
II. Social-Cultural Tendencies
      Homeschooling in the US has been growing by leaps and bounds. By 1993 it was legal in every state. The number of homeschooled children jumped from 30,000 in 1990 to 150,000 in 1999, when they comprised about 2% of the student population (Chang 2002). In Taiwan compulsory education was extended to nine years in 1968, and attending school became regarded as a right and a duty. The question: why parents want to forsake that right and duty and select to educate their children privately at home, worth to explore.
A. Contexts in Taiwan

      Taiwan’s society has grown chaotic over the ten year long educational reform with the cram school phenomenon and an increasing number of dysfunctional families, there are push and pull factors for homeschooling movement. First, the years of compulsory education should be the “age of enlightenment” and the key period for character development. But there is a lack of ethics courses during this key period of time in the formal schooling in Taiwan. Plus, the methods and content of education has been criticized. Furthermore, large classes, uniform pace, and a rigid grading system prove to be an inefficient way to impart knowledge, let alone provide a well-rounded education. Additionally, homeschooling is a way of reestablishing the connection between education and life (Chang 2002). 
      Besides, the children need parents’ help. Once, a dentist and homeschooling dad said “since I could not change the school system, all I could do was to teach my child at home by myself” (Chang 2002).  A high school Chinese teacher said that his child will study happily in a self-directed manner and become a grown up who understands the importance of self-respect, kindness and giving something back to society (Chang 2002).  In contrast to Thanksgiving Turkey model of the public school system in the US, the “educational production lines” of schools in Taiwan cannot meet the life growth needs of individuals in the 21st century. 
B.  Contexts in the US 

      When President George Bush took office in January 2001, he saw an educational system in crisis, unprepared to meet this nation's 21st century challenges. Therefore, with the No Child Left Behind Act, he and the Congress tried to provide the tools to reform the education system. Some who criticize this act assumes that the responsibility is only up to the educational system. Others applauded the noble intentions of the law but were critical of its unrealistic expectations and intimidating mandates for both teachers and students. It is a tough law to hold stakeholders accountable to after all. 

Additionally, the results of a 1997 Gallop poll conducted for Phi Delta Kappa suggested substantial dissatisfaction with public schools. This same poll reported that 70% of public school teachers think that parents should have the right to educate their children at home, while referencing a 1988 finding that 53% of the public felt the same way. The factors of racial prejudice, materialism, school violence, prayer forbidden in public school and moral decay of the society all push more and more parents toward the choice of homeschooling as an effort of resisting the dominant humanistic culture in American society. Typically, public school graduates did not receive a rich education and the love of learning. Many homeschooling methods care deeply that the children develop a love for learning. Homeschooling parents are aware of the importance of not killing that love, and at the same time exposing their children to a wide, generous, lively education.          

Due to the failures of mass-produced education: failure to educate, a lack of discipline, damaging moral values, antipatriotic teaching, the high cost of public education,   America becomes “A nation at risk” (Harris 1988: 34). Harris pointed out that Christian homeschooling is an adventure of faith and learning, contrast to the formal schooling which focuses success in wrong areas, breaks the moral backbone of the youth, and undermines parental authority. Christian parents have come to realize that they are their children’s keepers, protectors, and providers. They are entrusted by God with their children’s education. It is not the responsibility of the church either, but of the parents. That is what God has ordained. 
C. The Evolution of the Law 

      Homeschooling has been an option in the US, Britain, New Zealand, Australia and other nations for many years now. During the 18th and 19th centuries, Western countries had introduced compulsory education in order to strengthen their nations, but school education had its shortcomings.

       As Taiwan has modernized, there have been growing calls for diversity in education, and educational policy has gradually grown more liberal. The fourth clause of the “Citizens Education Act” of 1999 states: “In order to protect the right of a student to an education, students are permitted to receive non-school-based experimental education during the ages of compulsory education.”  The eighth clause of the Basic Education Law, which was passed in June of the same year, puts it even more clearly: “During the period of compulsory education, parents are responsible for guiding and assisting their children. Moreover, parents have the legal right to select educational methods and content on behalf of their children and to decide whether they enroll in a school” ( Change2002). 

      With homeschooling thus legalized, the number of homeschooled children in Taiwan began steadily to grow. In fact, before the "Basic Education Law" was passed, Taipei City had already passed its own “Homeschooling Law.” In 1994 then-mayor (and current ROC president) Chen Shui-bian was holding a series of “dates with the people.” After holding several expert panel discussions, the Taipei Education Department began to allow homeschooling in the 1997 school year. One petition had been delivered as follows: 
We are mothers who have chosen to be full-time homemakers so that we can raise and teach our own children. Our children are about to enter primary school, but currently the social climate, including the environment in the schools, is horrendous. This has seriously affected the educational environment for school-age children. For instance, elementary schools are full of Gameboys, petty trade, violence, extortion, gangs, conspicuous materialism, and pornographic comic books. In such an environment, it would be extremely difficult to exercise self-control and not be adversely influenced. (Chang 2002)

      In the US, Mayberry, Knowles, Ray and Marlow (1995: 10) affirmed that the social movements of the 1970s and beyond, including the homeschool movement are an effort to resist colonization. In spite of some deep philosophical, pedagogical, and life style differences in the home school movement, Chinese homeschoolers share a general agreement on several core values that lead to a sense of unity and a common identity (Mayberry 1988). The movement has gone through a series of stages and has left confrontation behind while numerous legal and public relationship battles have been won by homeschoolers, there remains an uneasy peace. 

      Homeschooling is not only a social issue, but a legal issue. One of the two main legal issues that exist is the parents right to select an educational option for their children. The  other one is the states constitutional or statutory mandate of compulsory education to ensure that all children have the opportunity to receive a basic education, and the state’s responsibility to regulate choices that parents make (Sarnstron 1996).  

      Some individuals believe that many times the states impose restrictive regulations on homeschooling parents, such as required teacher certification, and curriculum approval. Along with the fundamental parental right to direct their children’s education, parents have a right to educate their child without government standardization. The liberty to exercise these rights is inseparably connected to the parents’ right to control the process of education. 

     Homeschooling, one of the most important liberties, is protected by the First and Fourteenth Amendments in the US. In general, the American Constitution gives the States primary responsibility for ensuring a well-educated citizenry. With this authority came the adoption of compulsory attendance statutes in all fifty states. The very nature of these laws has brought into focus the conflict between the right of parents to determine the direction of their children’s education and the right of the state to protect the common good of society as a whole. Today all states in the US recognize homeschooling as an alternative education choice. Therefore, with the growth in interest in homeschooling across the nation, as represented by the increased enrollment numbers, there is no doubt that advocates for homeschooling will continue to fight to hold on to their convictions in any arena in which the fights must be fought (Sarnstraom 1996: 45).
III. Philosophical-Religious Tendencies
      It is apparent that there is no value free curriculum and every education teaches a philosophy: if not by dogma, then by suggestion, by implication and by atmosphere. Every part of education has a connection with every other part. If it does not all combine to convey some general view of life, it is not an education at all (Harris, 1988: 36). Thus, it is not simply a return to tradition for the sake of traditionalism. The current homeschool movement is using the latest technology to provide an old-fashioned and high quality education. 
A. Tendencies in the US--Faith-Learning Integration 

Why do parents choose to homeschool? Religion or philosophy is the number one reason for homeschooling across the US, according to Hetzel (1998: 29).  Harris claims that parents not only have a right but a duty to supervise the education of their children. “Education is the transmission of civilization. It is the laboratory of life.” said Will and Ariel Durant (Harris 1988:123). 

       Education was not a list of skills or facts to be mastered. Education was an atmosphere, a discipline, a life (Mason 1989). In the US, homeschooling is a life process which is not confined to the classroom. Is home schooling practicing this concept, or is it duplicating the public school classroom regimen in homes? Are children educated for life or for achievement tests? Much literature has discussed the topics of the role of Christian homeschooling mother-teacher, exchanging ambition for service, the eternal value of motherhood, and the spiritual power of mothers (Ferris 2003; Ferris 2000; Whelchel 2003). After all, true learning is rather an act that requires the learners to call upon one’s past experience and present powers, and to rise and meet new information and ideas. In a true knowing place, teachers and students are surprising both each other and themselves (Macrorie 1984: 234). The content of faith-learning integration or Christian education is not a body of knowledge, but a person: Jesus Christ (Galindo 1998: 72). 

It’s not just an education, it’s an adventure. I can give my children the individualized time, teaching, and learning tools they need. What does it profit a mom if she gains the whole world and loses her children, their hunger for knowledge, their compassion, and their appreciation for things that are of real value as opposed to what the typical American child consider important. (Whelchel 2003: 74, 99) 

      The problem of integration is at the heart of all thinking about education, both Christian and secular, by asking “where, then are the youth to go?” (Gaebelein 1968). A study by the Search Institute (Howard 2001) found that teenagers “leading healthy, productive, positive lives” are strongly influenced by the presence of developmental assets. These assets are internal and external in nature and can be classified into eight subject areas: support, empowerment, positive values, commitment to learning, boundaries and expectations, positive identity, and social competencies. Asset-rich kids are more willing to take a path that is considered spiritual or religious. They have a sense of purpose. “Asset-rich” youth are defined as those who possess 30 or more assets.
B. Tendencies in Taiwan--Following the Classics
      Parallel to the phenomenon of faith–learning integration in the US, it is worth noting that many homeschooling parents in Taiwan focus on the classics. These classics curriculum include: the Analects of Confucius, Mencius, the Great Learning, the Doctrine of the Mean, Laozi, Zhuangzi, the Book of Odes, the Book of Rites, and Three Hundred Tang Poems, as well as the Bible, Shakespeare, Plato's Dialogues and other Western classics. 

      Chinese classics formed the main curriculum in traditional Chinese schooling, but in  

1911, the first year of the Republic of China, public elementary schools and junior and senior high schools abandoned the practice of reciting the classics. Ever since, study of the classics has been limited to university Chinese departments. “The result of not reading the classics is that people lack Confucius and Laozi’s vision of the true nature of life and the world, and they can not identify with the universality of the Tao,” says Wang Pang-hsiung, a college professor in Taiwan (Chang 2002).

      Wang Tsai-kuei, a professor of language education at a teacher’s college who spares no effort promoting study of classics, and has been encouraging homeschoolers to study the classics ever since the passage of the Basic Education Law. Wang believes that language is the basis for all knowledge, and that other facets of the intellect--from math and spatial abilities to interpersonal skills and self-awareness--are all stimulated by mastery of language. Moreover, the period before 13 years of age is the key period for developing language skills. It is a narrow window that closes fast. It is out of fear that their children will miss that chance that some parents become determined to homeschool their children (Chang2002).
       For instance, people like Kao Wei-chien and his wife Lu Chi-hua do not want their children to “waste their time” in school, they homeschool their fourth-grade son. “Why do parents struggle in their lives?” asks Kao, a teacher at the high school, "Is it not in the hope that their children will have bright futures?" By letting their son read the classics now, they hope that it will make junior high school and senior high school much easier (Chang 2002). In this sense, therefore, both home schooling in Taiwan and in the US are more like the elite education in Europe instead of mass education.
C. Dare to Teach: OBCC’s Cross-culture Tensions 

       However, when Overseas-born Chinese leave their homelands, such as Taiwan, Hong Kong, and Singapore, they are not only crossing a geographical boundary, but also a cultural boundary before settling down in the US. They are entrusted with the responsibility of passing their cultural heritage to the next generation. Homeschooling becomes one of the alternative educations that OBCC adopt to educate their American  born Children.

       A desire for their children to keep their language and some balance between Chinese traditions and American culture is every OBCC’s wish. “It is so hard to raise our children here the way my parents raised me. It is so hard to keep our language,” a mother lamented. “The distance from home is very difficult for me, too. My parents are old, and I am very concerned about taking care of them. I am here, and they are there” (Belden 1997: 133). Those adjustment processes also affect each family member. 

      In the past, people used to teach each other’s children for fear that teaching one’s own children was detrimental to the parent-child relationship. Influenced by the social, economic, and political practices of American society, OBCC have different family lives and worldviews from the traditional Chinese. But like other Chinese immigrants, OBCC’s Chinese-ness have been influenced by Confucianism; so eventually they put a high emphasis on kinship network, and close guanxi (relations) among family members (Li 2002).
      So far, it is a growing phenomenon for Chinese families in the US to choose homeschooling. There is an estimated total of seventy-five Chinese home schooling families in the US, including thirty in Southern California, twenty in Northern California, and twenty on the east coast, especially in the state of New Jersey. So far, those over-seas-born Chinese homeschooling mothers (OBCC) are all Christians.                                

       The process of homeschooling is a context where OBCC’s self–identity and their Chinese–ness can be found. OBCC bring to the process their own life experiences from their own social-cultural-historical contexts. Being an immigrant coming to the US and speaking English as their second language, OBCC first suffered from culture shock at different ages, then tried to re-learn the living skills in order to survive in this melting pot society, and went by their American names while their Chinese names probably were not mentioned any longer. As they struggle with their cultural adjustment, they also try to live out their Christian faith by homeschooling their children. They embrace strengths and weaknesses of the homeschooling system both in Taiwan and in the US. Therefore, there are some issues and challenges for them to face in the 21st century.    
IV. Issues and Recommendations
A. Globalization vs. Localization
      There is no doubt about that information technology has made the world a small place, in which ideas and money can move almost instantly across borders. This smaller world richly rewards countries and societies that meet its needs in terms of having strong property rights, open minds, and a flexible attitude. But on the other hand, it inflicts devastating punishment on those who fail to live up to global standards. Old-fashioned power politics is becoming increasingly obsolete because it conflicts with the imperatives of global capitalism. 
       For much of the 20th century, the US depended mainly on what Pink called the Thanksgiving turkey model of education which would not work in the 21st centuary any more. That is, children were placed in the oven of formal education for 12 years, and then served up to employers. But this model does not work in a world of accelerated time cycles, shrinking company half-lives, and the rapid obsolescence of knowledge and skills. In a free agent economy, an alternative education system such as homeschooling will create a nation of self-educators, and free agent learners. Adults like OBCC who homeschool their children will know how to learn and expect to continue the habit throughout their lives. 

       As the globalization continues, the form, function and meaning of  homeschooling  will also be impacted by the characteristic of globalization as the demise of the nation-state become a more prominent influence of supra-national and international groups (Steyn 2000: 362). It has been said that currently over 120,000 businessmen move from Taiwan to Mainland China to pursue job opportunities there, and this might become the fifth pattern of Chinese Diaspora migration in the history according to China and the Chinese Overseas (Wang 2003). As those Taiwanese businessmen bring along their young ones overseas, homeschooling naturally becomes a popular choice for those parents who do not want to be involved in the Communist education system. The number of Chinese homeschooling families will continue to increase tremendously, while, in the meantime, Chinese homeschooling families will become a great harvest mission field.       
       However, as a result of pluralism and multiculturalism which are prevalent in the postmodern era, the values system of mankind might continue to diverge. Nisbett claims that by 2007 the most common language used on the Internet will be Mandarin (Chinese) , and others predict that within a few years as much as half the world’s international air traffic will involve travel through Pacific Asia. Considering the major culture groups, Huntington also has predicted the world to be on the brink of a “clash of civilizations,” due to irreconcilable differences in values and worldviews (2003: 86, 224).   
B. Law and Network
Thus, homeschooling laws do not necessarily solve problems for homeschoolers. Basically each homeschooler has to take responsibility for his homeschooling, regardless of the laws that exist or do not exist. Parents want what is best for their children and do not need a law to motivate them to do a good job of homeschooling. On the other hand, the best law in the world will not prevent a local school official from making unreasonable and illegal demands on homeschoolers. Then it is up to the parents to stand up for their rights whether these have been codified in a specific homeschooling law or not (Kaseman 1990: 216-7).
Generally speaking, there are several components to maintain homeschooling freedoms. One component is the foundations on which homeschooling is built, such as parental rights and respect for private education. Another is the slow but steady way in which homeschoolers are winning the hearts and the minds of the people by convincing the general public that homeschooling is an acceptable approach to education, making it less and less likely that homeschooling will be outlawed or overly regulated. The third is the willingness and ability to work together, so that all homeschooling parents can educate their children according to their principles and beliefs. Thus, the support network is vital. As the World Wide Web becomes the symbol and images of the 21st century, various forms of support networks continue to form through the wide-ranging progress in the revolution of communication, information and knowledge (Steyn 2000). For example, there is an estimate of over 400 Yahoo groups on the Internet related to homeschooling. One can get immediate support and information without crossing the geographical boundary.
      On the other hand, according to Palmer, a healthy society will encourage interplay between the organization and the movement. His four stages in the logic of a movement ring true for the homeschooling phenomenon as a way of educational reform. That is where an isolated individual decides to live “divided no more,” to form “communities of congruence.”  Then these communities start going public, till lastly, a system of alternative rewards emerges to sustain the movement’s vision and to put pressure for change on the standard institutional reward system (1998: 166).
C. Movement of Shalom vs. Mother Culture 
      As education restructuring becomes a feature of majority nations in the 21st century (Steyn 2000), the economic dimension of globalization has changed the dynamics of the Chinese Diaspora’s families around the globe. Under the force of globalization in terms of culture change, one’s willingness and courage to understand radical otherness should be a necessary step toward self-understanding (Tu 2000:266). For Chinese Diaspora like OBCC, the word “family” should be a verb instead of a noun, because family is the basic unit of society and the earliest transmitter of cultural values. 

       As the Apostle Paul says in both Ephesians 6:4 and Colossians 3:21, “Fathers, (parents), do not embitter and exasperate your children; instead, bring them up in the training and instruction of the Lord.”  Therefore, instead of  “no wrong parenting at all,” follow the motto “learn to say sorry to your own children” in the name of healing and reconciliation for the generations to come. Thus, homeschooling will be truly an education system of Shalom. 

       Parallel to the movement of Shalom, “Mother Culture” is one of the new phrases deriving from the homeschooling movement. Charlotte Mason, a British educator from the late-19th Century of the Victorian era, is often called the founder of homeschooling. Though single all of her life, Mason serves as a symbol of a nursing mother and its image is related to the Madonna--mother with her children. And later it serves as the inspiration of the phrase “Mother Culture” for the busy hardworking homeschooling mothers in this global era. 
      Mason asserted that people would have happier households when a busy homeschooling mother takes part in Mother Culture she safeguards her enthusiasm, so she will be better able to cope with her responsibilities. To partake in Mother Culture is to feed herself with the Word of God, with ideas from books, nature, art, music, etc., thus taking care to keep growing spiritually and mentally. If there is such a thing as the joy of childhood, there is also such a thing as the joy of motherhood, and Karen Andreolam (1998, 2001) admonishes mothers to recognize and live within such a blessing. 
V. CONCLUSION    
      Now parenting is at a crisis stage and the results are creating a crisis in children’s learning. This is a universal phenomenon as a result of cultural, economical, and political globalization. While the importance of making the improvement of family life a priority has been recognized in the midst of the clash of civilization, the need for women to be educated still needs to be recognized. This is because that as women are educated, then children are educated; as children and the family are educated, then the nations are educated. Therefore, Mother Culture—as the fruit of homeschooling--should be one of the way to follow for the world class education system of 21st century.  
