                                      Commercial of Semi/Unstructured Interview                 Laura Sun 

1. Laura Clown: 

             Welcome to Laura’s Ark. Let me start with the first Q: what is the onion here for? 

2. Alice Dolphin: As a Survey Queen, I say when we “fishing and testing” by asking opened-
                   ended questions, we are like peeling the layers of an onion until we find the TRUTH.

3. Dong Dear: Good point, sister Bear. For me, finish a dissertation like running a marathon. 
                          Semi/ unstructured interview is a great tool as a knife, but sometime it is 
                          time-consuming. So, we, as the chief instrument of our research, we need to keep    

                          in good shape in terms of body, mind, soul and spirit to persevere till finish well. 
                          Dumbbells reminds me that we need to exercise our muscle.    

4. John Bear: Yeah, (nodding the head), besides practicing all kinds of probing techniques:  

                       listening, waiting, nodding, umhmm, echo, and tell-me-more approaches plus the 
                       long questions probe such as grand-tour as well as threatening questions,

                       a loving heart-- like a teddy bear in my heart--is the most important thing.

5. Doris Bunny: I totally agree with what you said, but what I concern is how we record the data?    

6. Beca Butterfly: Oh, I know, I know. ..

             We can use pen and notepad, audio recording, videotaping or even taking pictures to see    

             the interactions during the interviews. By all means to continuously monitor and keep our   

             research close to RELAITY as close possible.  

7. Lisa Bear: How about representativeness issue? 
                       Actually, I see nine of us could be a focus group, what a nice quota sampling here. 

8. Bob Bear: umhmm, umhmm, sounds every body has great points so far. 

                     However, instead of projecting what God’s answer will be; 

                      I will dial God’s 911 number --Jeremiah 33: 3. (Phone rings)


9. Dr. J. (picks up the phone and says): 

                        Call to me and I will answer you and tell you 

                        great and unsearchable things you do not know.”

10. Scott Musher: As an expert in case study, I come to a conclusion that 
       the moral of this case is that how we ethnographers can praise God all the time, 
       since we can always called his number (Jer. 33:3) and ask seek and knock, 
       and His answer might be “yes, no, wait, or sometime even better than all the answers we    

       have, ” isn’t that wonderful ! 
       So, I invite every body here respond (four flags are waving) and said,   

11. ALL: Let everything that have breathe PRAISE the Lord.      Amen. 

                Semi/Un-structure Interview                                         Laura Sun 
I. Definition:                                                                                                           03/12/17

1. Consisted of predetermined questions related to domains of interest, administered to a representative sample of respondents to confirm study domains, and identify factors, variables, and items or attributes of variables for analysis or use in survey (Schensul 1999: 149). 

2. Play an important role in the development of exploratory models and the preparation for more systematic forms of investigation (Schensul 1999: 149). (Weller, 1998).

3. Can incorporate different material; dilemmas, practical situations to be solved, drawings, video,  

       stories, object manipulation, etc, as a basis to ask on a particular topic. 
II. When to use 

1. Further clarify the central domains and factors in the study

2. Operationalize factors into variables

3. Develop preliminary hypotheses

4. Develop a qualitative base for the construction of an ethnographic survey 

                         5.    Offer the most systematic opportunity for the collection of qualitative data
III. Categories 
1. Focus group interview 
2. Personal interview (e-mail, face-to-face, phone interview) 
3. Survey-creating 
4. Life/Career history    

5. Projective technique
IV. Do and Don’ts 

1 Use terminology that are appropriate to the respondents’ command of language, cultural background, age, gender, level of knowledge, and keep the length at a minimum. 

2 Probes play a key role. 
3 Avoid leading, double-barreled and negatively worded Qs. 

4.    Seek disconfirming evidence of the initial impressions, and recognize themes that are prevalent 
       throughout the interview process.   

5.    Engage in note taking methods that place minimal burden upon your memory (York, 1998).  

V. Summary  

A semi-structured interview provides greater freedom and less restriction and allows the interviewees to answer in his/her own words and introduce relevant information, ideas and concepts that the interviewer may not have thought of during the interview section. This makes the interviewees feel as if they are partly in control of the process, also allows the interviewer portrays his /her genuine interest in what the interviewee has to say regarding the topic of study (Kadushin, 1990).  
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1. Put the stuff animals on the table let them match with the stuff animals as below:

Laura–Clown; Bob-Dr. Bear; Lisa-Sister Bear; John-Brother Bear; Beca–Butterfly; Dong-Dear; Alice-Dolphin; Scotte-Musher; Doris-Bunny  

2. display the materials on the tables. 

Onion + knife; digital camera + walk man; Notepad + pen; Dumb Bell; 

Cellular phone—dial God’s 911 call number--Jer. 33:3 

4 flags

Clown:  On behalf of the captain of Laura’s Ark, 
              I welcome you all to this “Play, Pray and Praise” workshop 

Let me explain the rules of game first, and then we play. 
After you get the stuff animal you represent, 

we are going to discuss something related to 2 things:  

a) the materials display on the table; 
b) the theme: Semi/unstructured interview. 

