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From Dr. J.’s comment “The Teacher’s Role in Chinese American Home Schooling Mothers”

1. identified what is significant about Chinese mother home school.

     a. Identity? 

     b. Language?

     c. Fear of poor public/Christian Schools?

     d. Strong ideas about teacher’s role?

It seems like career interviewing/Survey/Text analysis can perhaps get at all of them while other methods will sample. 
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I. Reflection

I experienced an Aha moment when I was trying to finish up this paper. Looking back the process of how I end up with the dissertation topic of home schooling, I think God drew my attentions with different ethnography methods since 10 years ago when I first heard the phrase of home schooling in Bill Gather’ Basic Life seminar in OKC,  OK. Those methods God led me to explore I list below, however, I had no appropriate words for them then. 

1. Participant Observation: 

    Out of curiosity, I visited an American family to watch how the mom, Pam, taught her       

    boys, David, Daniel and Michael in Hays Ks 1996; to see the photos of the first home  

    schooling family  I met click on http://f1.pg.photos.yahoo.com/sunl038 
2. Projective Technique:  

    In 1998, I tried to project what I will be in 10 years for a telecommunication course,  

due to the great impression of the previous visit and fond of home office, I said I will be “ the president of home schooling  association”, even today, I still have no clue why I said that except from the Spirit. However, for 4 years, it is not until I came to Biola in 2002, this kind of dream talk did not have chance to continue.  

3. Semi-Interview with God: 

    A vision of a sickle on the harvest field was received while Marli prayed for me in Christmas 2002. Marli, my intercessor met in Fuller from Finland, now is a missionary in China, prayed (ask, seek and knock) as she semi-interviewed with God what is the home schooling all about for Laura. The interpretation of the vision according to Marli is that by combing the home schooling (the s-word part of the sickle) and the mass communications (wooden stick part of the sickle) which is my previous professional background, God wants me to harvest the field. 

4. Text Analysis: 

     Reading the Bible (the word of God), literature reviews for two final papers about home schooling this semester in Biola so far. 

Like the process of peeling the onion, for me, the ultimate goal of learning to be an ethnographer who focus on Chinese home schooling families, is to let the big R reality or so called the divined truth shine out in this postmodern era of the human kind history

II. Summary

Therefore, my attempted topic of dissertation is: “The Teacher’s role in Chinese American Home Schooling Mothers” So far, there are at least fifty Chinese families are doing home schooling and most of them are in the states of California and New Jersey.  The potential question I come up with is: How did both Confucius and Jesus influence Chinese American moms’ teaching?  But how to measure/assess is a big issue. 
In developing measures for variables, my concerns should be with the problems of validity, reliability, precision, and accuracy. When it comes to the levels of measurement, reliability is a necessary but insufficient condition for validity according to Bernard. Validity is never proven absolutely but is a goal toward which I suppose to strive (2002: 39, 46-47). Therefore, by applying Dr. J’s Grid-Group model (fig 6.2, 6.3, 2003: 75-76), the categories of variables can be: 1) role, 2). method, 3) knowledge, 4) focus, 5) perception of teacher, and 6) emotion. Furthermore, after all the learning I received in this semester, below are the discussions of the strengths and weaknesses of each method according to my current perception of how I could use it in dissertation 

Strengths(S) and Weakness(W) of 8 Methods 

1. Description and Critical Thinking

           I will apply these 6 variables to observe 8 out of fifty (sampling) Chinese moms’  teaching section in a weekly cycle. Then, follow Hess’s guideline of examination, analysis, interpretation and evaluation, examine my data with a dispassionate mind, question what does not make sense, getting more information, leaning new vocabulary, discovering techniques, and investigating new concepts (1994:175). To compare, contrast, classify, dissect, and identify the relationship of the parts, trace origins, and examine effects. 

S: Record data according to the usefulness to the study, and data could speak itself   

    loudly if examine, analyze, interpret and evaluate on the right track. 

W: In my case, I need to relearn my Chinese (Mandarin or even Taiwanese dialect), and then translate to English as close as possible. However, I might run out of vocabulary, reflect not deep enough. It is also very time–consuming and sometime energy-draining. 

2. Test/Inventory Usage 

           I assume that keep a mutual trusting relationship with those Chinese moms, then more accurate statistics would follow naturally. Also, follow Bernard’s guidelines to do the pretest first in order to see the results, then discuss, revise, revise and revise the test before going public. In other words, test an initial pool of items on some Chinese moms to ensure capturing the full variation in responses to all the items, and the response variability represents the variability in the general population to which I eventually want to apply my scale. Also remember who those Chinese moms are and use their language. Besides following those 15 rules which Bernard discussed in “Question Wording and Format” (2002: 241-246, 296), make sure the items are as short and as uncomplicated as possible. No double negatives. No double-barreled items (2002:296).

S: the scale of operationism is crude and simplistic, measurement turns abstract (concepts) into reality; successful scales get validated on many different populations over time. This would allow me, as an ethnographer, to talk to other ethnographers using the same language. The test also allow replication of research and the accumulation of knowledge about issues of importance. In other words, to save time and energy, before launching out on my own to build new scales from scratch, I need to do a though search for existing scales (Bernard 2002: 303).

W: the structure and meaning of the wording might have different connation and  

interpretation for different moms who come from different family and educational backgrounds. Also, if the content of an operational definition is bad, then, I am afraid so are all conclusions I draws (2002: 39). 

3. Career Interviewing (Un/Semi-structured Interviewing)

            Interview 5 of the 50 Chinese American moms (quota sampling), and conduct in the following ways: 

a.  Life Events: Ask these Chinese moms to describe the major events of their life, and  

    then describe in detail how two of the events had changed them.
b. Significant Others and Personal Qualities: Ask Chinese moms about the similarities  

    between themselves and their parents, which people( Confucius, Jesus) they admire   

    and why, how they might change to have the admired qualities, the expectations their 
    parents and close friends have of them, the expectations they have of themselves, and 
    how they think people try to change each other.
c.  Self-Knowledge: Ask Chinese moms to describe themselves from their children’s  

    perspective, the limits of self-knowledge, what they have discovered about   

    themselves and how, and the ways in which knowing more about themselves might  

    affect them.
S: 1.  Allow Chinese moms to introduce significant material I may not have thought about.   

 2.  Give them the freedom to answer in a variety of ways. The response may be verbal  

      or I may use direct observation of their non-verbal cues which reveal information  

      about their feelings, attitudes and behaviors. 

 3.  Give them a sense of individuality. They might be gratified when given a greater  

      measure of freedom in permission to tell their story in their own way.
    4. If all the interviews were tape-recorded and transcribed in full, then this will involve  

         a straight transcription of all utterances, with added symbols to capture extra-

         linguistic information, i.e. long pauses, hesitation, interruptions, stressed words,  

         changes of subject matter, and emotion (e.g. laughter). After all the interviews had  

         been transcribed, analysis will take place, and in line with a Grounded Theory 

         approach (Charmaz, 1995), no specific categories of knowledge were decided  

         beforehand. 

W: 1. It is a really time-consuming method: not only has it required more time to collect                    the data but also to analyze them. 

      2. The questions I asked may be ambiguous and produce feelings of uncertainty upon Chinese moms who has not experienced the role as interviewees. As a result, they might have no idea about what they are supposed to talk about. This situation also could turn around to apply to myself as an interviewer if I am not familiar with the question it self, thus may damage the outcome of the interview, or deviate from my intended goal.

4. Creating Surveys
            Establish the goals in which I want to survey for, then, create a 10-Qs (including 5 to 8 open-ended Qs) questionnaire to survey all 50 moms’ reasons of home schooling. Here using pilot test of the questionnaire on 10 moms. Pre-test the questionnaire, if practical-test the questions. The visual impression of my questionnaire makes and my relationship with Chinese moms may determine the completion of it or not.
  S: many valuable data can be available as long as the home work, like building the  

      rapport and good survey questionnaires, had been done well.  

W: no control of what kind of data I might get, follow up would be uncertain as well.   

5.  Continuous Monitoring (CM) 

By using this method--CM, I, as an observer, am supposed to watch those Chinese moms, and record their behaviors as faithfully as possible. Therefore, a reliable result of CM involves: me, as the observer, the behavior of the Chinese moms who are being observed and how I watch and record as faithfully as possible. In sum, the rules of thumb of CM are: 1) A precise definition of the population and sampling units. 2) Familiarity with the community or research setting. 3) Knowledge of the population’s characteristics (Schensul 1999: 233, 258). Therefore, I really need to spend time with them whenever I can in order to understand how these Chinese moms think and act as a community 

S: Now, to some extent, I am convinced that statistics might talk, but it depends on me,  as the researcher, who take charge of how the statistics talk. Also, the way of applying CM in studying a single kind of phenomenon (such as homes schooling) over time, with different populations, and in varied settings, these studies can be termed comparable case studies according to Schensul.

W: Coding and sampling might be the issues for me. Though I can use videotaping to make CM easier, the limitations of CM still exist. First, data from CM must be coded; otherwise there is no meaning in data itself. Second problem is the using of spot sampling in which I simply appears at some randomly selected places, and at randomly selected times and records what Chinese moms are doing when they are first seen. Besides sampling bias, the category and the scope of coding subject and representativeness could be an issue. Resources also affect sampling. I may have no time, money, or energy to continuously monitor a sample of 50 Chinese moms who are scattered all over different states. 

6. Text Analysis 

            Besides the biographies, letters, memos, notes and emails between Chinese families members, the available sources of texts, so far I think of, could be the open–ended questions of the questionnaire I intentionally designed, or the emails they reply to me regarding survey their attitudes or the influence they had from Confucius and Jesus. First, I will browse through and do the quote sampling to get the corpus of texts. Secondly, to identify the basic, non overlapping units of analysis. The units may be entire texts or segments such as words, word-sense, sentences, themes and paragraphs (2000: 457). Then, apply HRAF to turn those data into a database for content analysis. Since the role of textual researchers is not to criticize or to assess particular texts in terms of apparently ‘objective’ standards. It is rather to analyze how they work to achieve particular effects. 

S: Texts, include artefacts and pictures can speak volume itself (to some degree like the words of God), and provide rich, naturally occurring, accessible data which have real effects in the world (Silverman 1993: 152). 

W: The sources of texts might not be available or too scare to analyze. Also the words or phrases Chinese moms use might be Greek to me, though they are all Chinese as I am. 

7. Physical Trace

Whenever I visit Chinese home schooling families, I can observe their home decoration, food-consumption, the curriculum or textbooks, silver wear and dress code, to have a better understanding of their value system and life style, either close to Confucius’ or Jesus’ teaching.

S: See trace studies as behavioral archaeology (Bernard 2000: 403-406), then it is a nonreactive method and could generate enormous amounts of data that can be standardized, quantified, and compared across groups and over time. Moreover, traces reflect some behaviors more accurately than Chinese moms themselves report those behaviors.  

W: My conclusion of traces studies could be 180 degree from the reality if my assumptions are not carefully confirmed with the key informants.    
8. Projective Technique

            View a film clip as an ice breaker to understand how Chinese moms (or combine with the method of a focus group of 6-8 moms’) respond to some of the particular situations relating to the issues of role of teacher, culture, gender and identity in the films such as 1) Western films: Dead Poet Society, Endangerous Mind, Shadow land, Little Women; and 2) Chinese movies: Joy Luck Club, Not One Less, etc.

S: No intellectual reasoning required but emotion-provoking. Projective remove the need for rationale and make it much easier to elicit potent imagery which the respondent might not really understand (and therefore cannot rationalize).
W: These moms might not be able to get the point which I try to convey.   

III. Conclusion

Based on the assumptions that humans are extraordinarily sensitive to contextual, or cultural, information; that we take in information through a variety of modalities from multiple simultaneous sources; that we do this automatically and unconsciously and at all times; and that the mechanisms by which we acquire and transmit information in context are very, very complex (Van Galen 1991:77-78).  Therefore, for me, in the process of research, no matter whichever method is used, a mutual trusting relationship and keeping the channels of communication open and flow are vital to take the role of ethnographer. 

In terms of data collection, from my current perceptions, the number one method benefited most for my research topic would be career interview. But, as the stage of research proceeds, eventually, I think, the flexibility of using different combination of methods as the measuring tape and measuring stick to gather the data is the way to go.  

However, to paint a holistic picture from a big R-reality point of view, then I was reminded of Ezekiel: 40. A man holding in his hand a measuring tape and a measuring stick said to Prophet Ezkiel, “Son of dust, watch and listen and take to heart everything I show you, for you have been brought here so I can show you many things; and then you are to return to the people of Israel to tell them all you have seen.” (40:3-4, the Living Bible). Being an ethnographer is a prophet to the human society in some way, so the points here for me would be how I have been shown in what I see, then what and how I tell people that all I have seen, so again back to the basic of description and critical thinking which involve to examine, to analyze, to interpret and to evaluate.
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Comments from Dr. J.


Laura- 

While you have a good topic, you haven’t yet identified what is significant about Chinese mother home school.

Identity ? 

Language?

Fear of poor public/Christian Schools?

Strong ideas about teacher’s role?

It seems like career interviewing/Survey/Text analysis can perhaps get at all of them while other methods will sample. (19/20)

