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I. Introduction
It took me a while to settle down with this subject matter—the displayed artifacts in the library. First, I had a hard time to come up with the subject matter to work on. I read the instructions in the syllabus and Bernard’s text on pp. 403 – 407, and I still did not get it. After consulting with Dr. J., to gain some further insights, I still had no idea what subject will motivate me in terms of physical objects. For this, I recalled that most of my training is more abstract oriented than tangible oriented. Finally, I used my last resort-- Yahoo Search and typed in “trace studies”, and it linked me to several websites. After reading some of them, a better picture of tracing studies in social science framework started to form in my mind. Then I realized that I was trapped with my distinctive visual learning style while the “gross” image of garbage project was stuck in my mind and haunted me.
Fortunately, several ideas come to my mind. For instance, one idea is tracing people’s dressing styles, such as wearing earrings or not, using make up or not among two Biola different ethnic students group to see the cultural differences. Another idea I had was tracing the computer monitors in both Biola and Whittier Public Library to understand the ways people use technology to acquire the information they need. After weighing the possibility of implementations, plus my library science major and museum studies background, I chose to trace the displayed artifacts in Biola Library and Whittier Public Library which are the two most accessible to my routine walk. So on Nov. 12, Wednesday, I visited both libraries for this project for the first time. 

II. What I found 

A. Whittier Public Library—Two Hypotheses from the material I found  
I made a special trip to Whittier Public Library at 1:00am. Nov. 12, Wednesday.

I remembered last time they had the light houses of displayed. To my surprise, this time, they have a silent auction which is novel to me. The auction will end on Nov. 29. 

A stand stood left to the cabinet which displayed the 10 auction items. There was a poster which read – Friends of the library (Silent auction) to bid on a book in the case below.  Then there were ten pockets with the numbers from 11-20 on each, and inside of each pocket there was a 3 x 5 card waiting people to bid. The way a silent auction works is, people submit bids on the item being auctioned. After the auction is complete on Nov. 29, all bids are opened to determine the highest bidder. When people see the item displayed he or she would like to place a bid on, one can simply complete the form of the card and put it back in the pocket. At the end of the auction, the successful bidder will be determined and posted. 
For each auction item inside the case, there are descriptions of Sponsor, Item, Retail Value, Minimum Bid, and Current Bid. Most of the items are books, only one is music record which can play on a phonograph with explanations and remembrance. Other items included the Beatles Anthology, Beatles own permanent written records up to 1970, full of personal stories and photos; a very colorful and rare collectible children’s book entitled My Dolly House, story and picture book intended as a paper doll play book with doors to open; a book entitle South by Southeast which was narrated chronologically and illustrated with water color and oil.   
I wonder whether the hypothesis I had could be confirmed or not. This silent auction reminds me the PBS TV Antique show which I like to watch. One hypothesis I have is that along with the monetary value, the stories behind the artifacts which represented life style of the human kind are what the people try to embrace most. Other than that, because of this silence auction a shift happened in terms of how I see the role of the public library. I think, due to the globalization, a role of trading center had been added on to the traditional role of the local public library as being the cultural and educational center for the Whittier community. 
B. Biola Library—One hypothesis from the material I found 
Bibles are the main artifacts displayed in the Biola library.  Two locations displayed the Bibles. One location is on the wall which is at the entrance to the computer lab. Another one is in front of the periodical room which displayed the Thomas Macklin Bible which is considered to be the largest Bible ever printed in English. According to the description of the pamphlet posted on the side, each of the seven volumes is bounded in leather, has gold embossed decorations, and has pages with gilt edges. Each volume measures 48 cm. tall by 39 cm. wide. The text is in two columns, using large fonts. The works of art were engraved on copper plates to facilitate the printing process. 
The one displayed at the entrance of computer lab is showing two leaves of the Bible at a time. The description on the wall said that Biola Library has a collection of individual leaves (pages). From famous and rare Bibles and Testaments, dating from the 20th century, each Monday the exhibit will rotate in order to show the various items and preserve the materials. 
This Bible display reminds me of the exhibition of the Dead Sea Scroll. Being the main library of a Christian university as Biola, besides the function of being the information center on the campus, another role of the Biola Library I would assume (my hypothesis) is to transmit biblical value through its acquisition and display of the antique artifacts such as the Bible. This I think is more like what a museum did to show the importance of embracing the biblical teaching to remember what God had done in  human history.    

IV. My findings from the two libraries--Antiques and Auctions
It is interesting to see the correlation between antiques and auctions intertwine among the physical tracing analysis of libraries artifact display. The similarities and differences of two locations are worthy of notice. Although it is artifacts displayed, the text had been highly relied upon for the purpose of communication in both locations.   Even the text “tracing studies” itself had help me understand what it means by typing tracing studies on Yahoo Search. Additionally, library clients who came to attend both displays would have the motives of arts appreciation, remembering the old days; but Whittier library is for the financial gain, Biola library is for non-profit, to honor the words of God, to remember the pilgrimage of generations before.    

V. Reflection and Conclusion
As I think of trace studies as behavioral archaeology (Bernard 2000: 403-406), pros and cons of trace studies need to be factored in. The most important advantage of trace studies is that they are nonreactive, so long as the people you are studying are kept in the dark about what you are doing. In addition to being nonreactive, behavior trace studies could generate enormous amounts of data that can be standardized, quantified, and compared across groups and over time. Moreover, traces reflect some behaviors more accurately than informant reports of those behaviors.  In the meantime, trace studies have plenty of problems. With much unobtrusive research, some research might raise some difficult ethical problems. 
This physical tracing analysis might be very helpful for my future research of “the teacher’s role of Chinese home school moms.” Next time as I visit Chinese home schooling families, I can observe the way their home displayed, the food they eat, the curriculum or textbooks, they teach, the silver wear they used, the dress they wear, to come up with the hypothesis about their social economic status, value system and life style. But how to confirm the hypothesis I have from these physical tracing analyses would require a lot of effort, but I think it would be the most valuable part of the ethnographic research.      
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