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I. Introduction

For this assignment, instead of collecting 10 texts from two public places and coming up with the cultural values of Southern California, I was permitted to analyze the texts of my e-mails, and then reflect on my values.

Therefore, first I browsed through and did the quote sampling on my old e-mails which I documented monthly from June till Nov. 2003. Secondly, from the total population of e-mails in archive, I chose two e-mails from each month. As a result, a total of 10 e-mails as below are the corpus of texts for me to analyze.  
II. A List of Ten E-mails as my Corpus of Texts

001-- Re: Hello from Danny ( 030604)
What a surprise to hear from you, especially from Beijing, if I am right, the last e-mail I got from you was from Texas. Are you OK in the storm of SARs?

Actually I plan to drive my little Honda back to Boulder in 2-3 weeks,

I will stay in HoBo's place on the way to Hays KS.  Keep in touch! Blessings--Laura 

002-- 清 峰. 平芸:  ( 030612)
Hopefully I can see you folks during this coming Christmas break.

How old are your 3 babies? Have you thought about home schooling them?

I just finished the first year of Ph.D. course taking in May, I am working on my “Chinese home schooling family” as my dissertation topic, if you have any info in this regard, please pass it on to me. To see some of the home schooling families in LA, 

Check http://photos.yahoo.com/sunl038; Talk to you soon, Blessings, --Li-Hua 

003--Ken: ( 030725)
I am in my apt. now, thanks for coming to Tony's home for gathering and bringing so many foods and dropping off so much stuff (drinks, videos & newspapers), and I did not give you anything in return. I am so embarrassed. Hopefully I can make it up another 

time. For Yahoo group of NTU Mountain climbing club check http://groups.yahoo.com/group/ntu_mtclub/ 

Blessings, --Laura 

004-- Dear Jessie: 
I am glad to hear from you finally!
I am just back from a 28-day trip to Colorado-Kansas-Okla. Now I am trying to put all the 200 plus photos to 3 on-line yahoo albums. Will notify you when they are done, then you will know what happened to me the past month. Looking forward, I am trying to get ready for school study in the Fall, and between now and then, one families I visited in OKC will come to LA from Aug. 01-10, so I also am trying to learn to be a good hostess.

How about you? Have you started working? Any chance to go to church? Are you planning to be back in LA? If not, I will plan to be back in Taiwan for visiting during winter break, hope to see you then though. Take care. Blessings, --Laura 

005-- Re: Mari's monthly 8_2003 (030822)
I had been thinking of you lately as the mid autumn festival is near. Last year, I still remembered, we spent the night under the moon by your community pool after the party of Bread of Life church in Arcadia Park. We shared our dreams about the near future. Now it seems we both are on the road already after one-year of twists and turns.
Glad to know that you got a bike and started language learning and are not "starving" in China. Take care; hope fully to meet you there soon. Biola starts next week, too. A brand new semester begins again, a new adventure for both of us as well.  Blessings--Laura

006-- Re: the Hotel you stayed in Grand Canyon (030814)
Thanks. I keep it in my file for future reference since it turned that it is not a good timing for me to go at this moment. Please pray for the right timing and the right persons to go with in the future though I really want to see the spectular scene in the Grand Canyon.

Has your daily life been back to normal yet? Probably today I will go with Dawn to Disneyland at 4:00pm till midnight to enjoy the fun you had passed down, thanks,

Talk to you later.  Blessings--Laura 

007-- Hi Bill: (030927)
Thanks for the article; however, I would not agree with some of the points he mentioned, especially his arguments about prophets-- the one God anointed.

As a matter of fact, in writing this article, the writer already took on the role as a prophet to point out his viewpoints which I am not sure is from the Lord either.

I had not been built up, edified nor encouraged by reading this article at all.

And the impression I have is that the writer is blaming, scolding and name calling some particular pastors. It would not bring the harmony to the Chinese church in Taiwan even to Singapore and Canada in general.  I am wondering whether the writer has a worldview of a dispensationist or not. Just want to share my view ! 

Blessings -- Laura  

008--Dear Vincent: (031017)
Congratulations! As you read this E-Card, I believe you are on the way of recovering well soon.  May Jesus' healing power continue to go through your body—your HEART, especially. This early morning, I was interceding for you after Angela's emergency call regarding your second heart surgery within 24 hours. 

Now I am prompted to share three things. The first picture I saw was that you were in the midst of leading praise and worship at the EFC main sanctuary with a purple flag flying around on that platform. The second picture I saw was also related to the platform, but this time you were in the waiting line getting ready to walk at Lake Avenue Church where Fuller Seminary holds the graduation, but somehow you were unable to get it yet, i.e. not finishing well yet.

Then, there was a wave of the Holy Spirit like a stream water crossing all over my body as I was lying on the floor interceding.  It was 3: 30pm. Oct. 17, 2003. right at that moment, in the spirit, I knew I could stop interceding for you.  

What did these means?  I asked the Lord. I sensed He said that His glory is going to be magnified through you a lot bigger than before in the future.

So, take good care and get well soon, rest in His joy, peace and love.

Blessings--Laura 

009-- Re: see you, Sarah, Next Jan.( 031031)
Like you, I also miss you and those years of church fellowship almost 20 years ago. But we all need to grow more mature in Christ; speaking from my own experience, transfer to another church will help us grow. 
Do not feel guilty with it, we are free in Christ, and are not bound by any man-made rules.

Actually, as you saw the on-line photos I shared, after almost one-year attending local Latino church, like you, I transferred to a Chinese church since this past Aug. 

But the point is that you might need to ask the Lord what is your role in this new body of Christ, do not let others position for you, (even the pastor or elder, unless they know you very well), since we all follow Him for quiet a few years. I assum except Jesus, not many people will know you better than yourself. That is my church experience, just share with you. If the Lord willing, I will be back in Taiwan between 12/28—01/31, 

and will be in Taipei 2nd and 3rd week, hope to see you then.

Till then I will pray for your smooth transfer. 

Blessings--Laura    

010-- Re: Rain & Trip to Taiwan ( 031103)
Guess what, God did listen to Your prayer !

We had rain yesterday (Halloween) whole afternoon & evening. This was the first rain since a long time. I was driving home in the midst of the outpouring rain at 11: 00pm.  
and one good thing was that not much Trick or treating was going on last night I think.

By the way, I plan to be back in Taiwan during Dec 28-Jan 31, please pray that this trip will be fruitful, and when is your time in Taiwan?   
Take care, Blessings--Laura 
III. Sampling and Coding 
          --Analyze the Texts and Reflect on My Values of Interpersonal Relationship
From the texts, a list of coding variables of interpersonal relationship I drew as below:
1. Tone of the e-mails-- peace/ joy/empathy/ criticizing  

2. Themes of the e-mails -- greeting/ sharing / prayer/ networking 
	Email/
Coders 
	  1
	  2
	  3
	  4
	  5
	  6
	  7
	   8
	  9
	  10
	Total 

	     Peace (Pe)
	   1
	  1
	   
	  
	  
	  
	
	  1
	   1
	   1
	  5

	          Joy (J)
	
	
	  1
	
	   1
	   1
	
	  1
	  
	   1
	  5

	 Empathy (E)
	  1
	
	
	
	  1
	
	
	   1
	  1
	
	  4

	Criticizing(C)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	   1
	
	
	
	   4

	 Greeting (G)
	  1
	
	  1
	   1
	 1
	
	
	
	
	
	  4

	      Prayer (P)
	  
	 
	
	  1
	  1
	  1
	
	   1
	  1
	   1
	  6

	   Sharing  (S) 
	   1
	  1
	  1
	  1
	   1
	  1
	   1
	   1
	   1
	   1
	 10

	Networking         

                (N)
	  1
	  1
	  1
	  1
	
	
	
	
	
	  
	  4

	             Total 
	  5
	  3
	  4
	   4
	   5
	   3
	   2
	   5
	   4
	   4
	   42
39


To my surprise, from the analysis of 10 e-mails, I came to a better understanding of who I am in terms of what I value in the interpersonal relationship. 
Based on the result which generated from the tabulation of the analysis above, one of the conclusions can be reached is that I prefer a warm, friendly environment free of conflict and hostility. In that environment, I would like to have the reassurance of my involvement and self-worth. I might have a communications style which many people are comfortable with. I tend to be a sincere good listener, not pushy and overall a comfortable person to be near. I may be less talkative, but people will generally know how I am feeling by observing many nonverbal cues. In a group of people, I may support the group leader rather than vie for a leadership position myself. In communicating with others, I would support the mainstream ideas rather than new trailblazing activities. I prefer the stable and traditional activities. I am somewhat reserved in meeting new people. As a result, I might benefit from more assertive people doing the appropriate introductions to new people. 
Also, I need time and opportunity to weigh pros and cons of decisions. 

I treasure the sound relationships which form naturally, and are not contriving or scheming.  I value the opportunity for privacy and to be alone occasionally. I like to plan ahead and to schedule activities with no haphazard or unplanned activity.  As a result, I feel more comfortable with a predictable environment with few unplanned surprises and activities that may involve friends to feel safe and secure in social situations.  I also try to establish ways of doing things, and enjoy peace and harmony. 
V.  Reflection and Conclusion

I think, this is a great way to self-analysis and self-understanding from God’s perspective, especially when I was prompted to go back to look at the files of prophetic words I had received. I was stunned about what God had said to me almost one year ago during RCCI Friday night Prophetic Ministry, 12-06-02 “Writing things down & to a place of Flourishing” as below: 

1.  . .And you are going to hear God and respond. Even I see you writing in the journal, you are writing things down, you are going to have it all the time.  Learning is going to be fast, it is a fast pace that God is taking you to. God says, writing it down, everything I put into your life write it down, writing it down, those secret places that I take you, write it down, because it is insightful, and it is mystery revealed to the Kingdom. The body of Christ is willing to hear, even in your general circle, your relationships; it is going to be a powerful deposit into their lives.

2. Yes, I see that you are going to be writing down certain things. The Lord says, I have brought you to this place for a purpose and for a plan. You have hungered after my move, after the revelation that I have put it into you, that I have caused you to become thirsty. I will cause you to even come, I am going to mess up your hair a little bit, and I am going to put you in different situations, you are going to grow and you are going to flourish, because I have call you to a place of flourishing. 

It dawned on me that I am directed to focus on my values of interpersonal relationship as my testing hypotheses while doing this sampling in content analysis. It is all about relationship in the Kingdom of God.

As Bernard mentioned that once a sample of texts is established, the next step is to identify the basic, non overlapping units of analysis. This is called unitizing or segmenting. The units may be entire texts or segments such as words, word-sense, sentences, themes and paragraphs (2000: 457). To control the variation between the e-mails, and based on purposive sampling, I came up with the variables of themes and tones, however, I did come across the issue of intercoder reliability. However, when the idea is to compare the number of times a theme occurs across a set of texts, then I need to break the text down into smaller chunks—what Kortendick calls context units—each of which reflect a theme. Here, I appreciate the way HRAF turns the ethnographic literature into a database for content analysis and cross-cultural tests of hypotheses.  Now I can identify more with the way of doing cross-cultural text-based research, especially the 5 steps in doing an HRAF study.  To some extent, I am convinced it is valid. Additionally, it might be very applicable to my mother–teacher’s role research as going through five steps of below: 

1. State a hypothesis that requires cross-cultural data.

2. Draw a representative sample of 50 home school moms’ cultural data in the files. 

3. Find the appropriate OCM codes in the sample. 

4. Code the variables according to whatever conceptual scheme I have developed in forming my hypothesis.

5. Run the appropriate statistical tests and see if my hypothesis is confirmed. (Bernard 2000: 462).                      
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