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I. Introductory Section 

Home schooling is a rapidly developing area in the educational policy domain. Only since 1985 has home schooling become legal in every state in the US, this means that public school officials and home schoolers are in periods of transition. One aspect that has been either ignored or left unexplored until very recently in the literature is the school choice of home schooling for immigrant families in general, and Chinese Americans in particular. Currently in the US, one out of every seven, children have Latino or Asian origins, representing unprecedented cultural and linguistic diversity. Addressing the needs of these newcomers in American education system, therefore, has become a pressing issue facing educators nationwide.    

A. No Child Left Behind Act vs. American Dream

When President George Bush took office in January 2001, he saw an educational system in crisis, unprepared to meet this nation's 21st century challenges. Therefore, with the No Child Left Behind Act, he and the Congress tried to provide the tools to reform education system. As a nation, American now spends over $470 billion dollars a year on K-12 education--more than on defense. Federal standards and funding to implement the Act were created by the law. Nevertheless, it was designed to bring the most used word in political speech, accountability, to the educational system. Some criticize this Act assumes the responsibility is only up to the educational system. Others applauded the noble intentions of the law but were critical of its unrealistic expectations and intimidating mandates for both teachers and students. It is a tough law to hold stakeholders accountable after all. 

Looking back, forty-one years ago, Dr. Martin Luther King, also spoke about the need for greater accountability--a guarantee that all Americans enjoyed a full measure of the promise of the American dream. The Civil Rights Act was a landmark in extending political and economic equality to all Americans. Now, it seems like No Child Left Behind Act is the next step for America in hopes of extending educational equality to all Americans. However, educational reform must overcome many hurdles, just as the civil rights struggle encountered barriers and obstacles. Ultimately, the complacency of American education which is based on the Humanism must end.

B. The Presuppositions of American Education 

As a matter of fact, it was not until the last century that most education in America occurred outside of schools. Children learned by being included in adult activities. Family, community, and the church shaped young people’s attitudes, formed their behavior, and taught them vocations and other skills (Davis 1996:123). In other words, education, in simple terms, is the transmission of basic skills and values to the next generation. It is inescapably religious, and therefore, it cannot be neutral to battle for fourteen millions children’s minds of 21st century America. 

One of the major battles for children’s minds is a philosophical battle which has significant spiritual ramifications. The philosophy and agenda for the public school founders and leaders, State education, apparently did not begin to exist in the US. until 1890s in Massachusetts. It is not until the early 1900s that state education became wide spread. As a result, by the early 1900s the authority and responsibility for education shifted from the parents to the state. This shift was the beginning of the decaying process of American education. 

Horace Mann, the father of public education, led the crusade to establish a public school system throughout the country when he became the first secretary of the newly established Massachusetts Board for Education in 1937 (Kleczka 1993: 82). Mann had a view of education in which the elite must manipulate and conform the masses in order to create an ideal society. The state, not the parents, knows what is best for the children. There’s little room left for God in Mann’s philosophy of public education. 

The second most important man in the modern public school movement was John Dewey. He was also a signer of the Humanist Manifesto and first president of American Humanist Association. Humanism, as described in the Humanist Manifesto, does not recognize God or his absolute moral values but, instead, asserts that each person can set his own values and control his own destiny. Dewey believed that man is not a reflection of God, but that society and education must be “socially planned” by the state (Kleczka 1993: 83). 
During the 20th century, the federal government has increasingly intervened in American education. In addition, the school has assumed many of the responsibilities of the family, of the Church, and of the community. An understanding of historical background of American education in terms of goals and methods are listed. 

Table 1. A Brief History of American Education 

	           Historical Period 


	        Educational Goals and Methods

	           English colonists
	Goals: To bring men to the Christian faith to impart the ability to read the Bible and to understand the laws.

Methods: Home education, tutoring, community and church schools, Bible-based academics.  



	Common School Movement

(early to mid-1800s)
	Goals: To produce a virtue citizen who could responsibly exercise freedom.

Methods: A national  system  of “ common schools for all classes and ethnic groups, secular curriculum, common school  building  instruction by  a trained teaching  professional, compulsory attendance. 



	    Industrial Revolution 

(mid-1800s to early 1900s)
	Goals: To produce a skilled, discipline, and virtuous work force, to “Americanize” foreign immigrants. 

Methods: Development of the high school, age-graded classes, vocational guidance and training, aptitude testing.

 

	Early to Mid-20th Century
	Goals: To develop the proper social spirit, to enhance social growth.

Methods: Group projects, social studies, “hands-on” learning through activity, relating education to the child’s interests.  



	Mid-to Late-20th Century
	Goals: To produce individuals with healthy personalities who have self-understanding and can contribute to better society. 

Methods:  Behavior modification, sensitivity training, values training roles playing, studying solutions to current social problems, strategies for a successful living. 




(Source: Based on Davis 1991:22-23)

              After examining the history and methods of American education, one can conclude that its goals are to create wage-earners and good citizens who can grow in self-understanding and self-improvement and, therefore, create a better American society. 

Basically, according to Davis, the presuppositions of American education are based on the Humanism (1991:22-23; 71-74) which asserted that: 

1) Human nature is moldable.

2) The nation’s social problems can be overcome by properly educating its children. 

3) Methods successful in training animals are applicable to humans. 

4) Schools can classify and prepare human capital for the work force. 

5) Schools can produce people with healthy personalities and value systems and

6) The federal government should determine the nature and extent of education. 

C. A Model Minority: Chinese Experience of Becoming American

During last two decades, it is an undeniable phenomenon that more and more Chinese Immigrants home school their American-born children. If the definition of education is the transmission of culture, then the process of becoming American from Chinese perspective shed many lights in terms of cultural transmission. 
The Chinese presence in the so-called New World came about through trading connections, particularly from 1565 to 1815. Later, following the contract labors working in sugar plantations, more than 20,000 Chinese descended upon California because of the gold rush. Chinese immigration to the US gathered momentum until anti-Asian immigration laws passed in the late nineteenth century halted further arrivals (Tong 2000: 173). In 1882 the Exclusion Act prohibited Chinese laborers from entering the US and becoming citizens. It also ushered in the most violent decade in Chinese-American history, with assault, arson and murder becoming ever-present dangers for a people marginalized in the eyes of the law. But, ironically, those who clung to American life and values, and fought for their rights learned to use the only tools of democracy available to them: the courts. Recognizing that the Constitution offered protection to all people in America, not merely its citizens, the Chinese boldly filed over 10,000 lawsuits challenging laws and practices designed to harass and oppress them. 
The Chinese American family, which before the 1960s suffered harsh immigration laws and other structural barriers, has since then undergone a transformation. No longer a fractured or split-household unit, the family is now a highly complex one. Furthermore, because of the changing composition of new arrivals since the end of World War II and the pervasive presence of acculturative forces, the nature of Chinese American families is ever fluid than ever (Tong 2000: 173). 
D. Facing Globalization in the Postmodern Era

At the dawn of the 21st century, human culture transforms from a modern to a postmodern one. A post modern culture places great value on personal empowerment and  individual freedom. In the meantime, as a result of the driving force of globalization, the postmodern citizens must learn to accept and honor the diversity, and retreat from loyalty to large bureaucracies and formal organizations. Home schooling, for instance, has been characterized as a new social movement with the quality of seeking to free participate from existing social arrangements and institutions that would colonize their personal lives. These unique qualities of an information society and its accompanying postmodern culture are key ingredients in explaining not only the existence of the home schooling movement but other comparable movements and social phenomena that have recently emerge (Wyatt 1999:26). 

Actually, as Pink pointed out in “School’s Out” that home schooling has become perhaps the largest and most successful education reform movement of the last two decades. Further, he said that perhaps most important, home schooling is almost perfectly consonant with the four animating values of free agency: having freedom, being authentic, putting yourself on the line, and defining your own success. Large bureaucracies and organizations with rigid inflexible rules often become outmoded and obsolete in a rapidly changing postmodern world.

Home schoolers, especially Chinese families, reject the institutionalized life that public school offers. For much of the 20th century, the US depended mainly on what Pink called the Thanksgiving turkey model of education which would not work in the 21st centaury any more. That is we placed kids in the oven of formal education for 12 years, and then served them up to employers. A select minority got a final, four-year basting at a place called college. But this model doesn't work in a world of accelerated cycle times, shrinking company half-lives, and the rapid obsolescence of knowledge and skills. In a free agent economy, education system must allow people to learn throughout their lives. Home schooling and alternatives to high school will create a nation of self-educators, free agent learners. Adults who were home-schooled youths will know how to learn and expect to continue the habit throughout their lives.

II. Rational Section 

Today, immigrant children are the fastest growing segment of the US child population. The average child under the age of eighteen--a total of 14 million--is likely either an immigrant child or a child with immigrant parents. In the meantime, the number of families choosing to home school has been rapidly growing. Recent estimates of the number of home schooled children range from at least 1 million to 1.8 million (Edwards, 2000). Over the last two decades, increasing attention has been paid to immigrant children's adaptation patterns while many scholarly works were on immigrant children's development, but not many literatures are about being a Chinese family choosing to home school in the US.  

A. Significance, Stakeholders and Research Question 

Research in home schooling can give political leaders, state and local school officials, and the community at large a way by which they can view school reform and the tension between government interest and individual interest. So far, many of the discussions around home school still center on competing conceptions of democracy (Welner 1999). However, as a Christian educator with Chinese origin, I am more concerned about the general developing trend of home schooling in the postmodern era,  and how it specifically impact the Chinese future generations while facing globalization. Surely enough, the stakeholders of this research involve policy makers in all levels of federal, state, local districts, as well as public school policy makers, school boards and home educators. The guiding question that the paper attempts to answer is: what issues of educational policies need to be changed or adapted for immigrant’s families in general and Chinese Americans in particular, as a result of facing globalization in the postmodern era?    

B. Purposes and Limitations of Study

The purposes of this study, therefore, were to further explore Chinese immigrant families doing home schooling as a growing phenomenon; to describe the legislative context currently governing home schooling among the immigrants, and to identify implications for educational research and policy development. Additionally, this study focused primarily on already known Chinese home schooling families in the US. There are fifty or so Chinese immigrants doing home school at this time of research. Due to the limited scope of the study, this paper can only cover the policy issue of school choice. Other relevant issues related to home schooling such as character formation, academic achievement, curriculum, and parents-teacher credentials, home schooling approaches and parent-child relationships, etc are beyond the scope of this paper.

C. Conceptual Framework

Home schooling laws do not necessarily solve problems for home schoolers. Basically each home schooler has to take responsibility for his home school, regardless of the laws that exist or do not exist. Parents want what is best for their child and do not need a law to motivate them to do a good job of home schooling. On the other hand, the best law in the world will not prevent a local school official from making unreasonable  and illegal  demands on home schoolers, and then it is up to the parents to stand up for their rights whether these have been codified in a specific homes schooling law or not. 

The fewer the legal restrictions, the greater the flexibility that home schoolers have to figure in determing the education of their children, and the better chance they have of coming to a workable arrangement with a reasonable school official, if necessary. Even with a good law, it takes a lot of effort to deal with an unreasonable official (Kaseman 1990: 216-7).

1. Home Schooling Involves Legal Risks
Despite the increased popularity of home school among Chinese immigrants, once the laws of many states place home schooling parents in an unfavorable legal position. Parents who have refused to comply with state supervised compulsory education laws had faced removal of their children, and even imprisonment on charges of criminal or civil negligence. Many home-schooling parents have found it prudent to join Home School Legal Defense Association. For a nominal yearly retainer fee, these parents acquired the service of a Christian group of constitutional lowers who are expert in the legalities of home-schooling. Although all states now allow home-schooling in some form, most required supervision of home education by the local school authorities. 

2. Legal History of Home Schooling 
Home schooling is not only a social issue, but a legal issue. The two main legal issues  that exist are the parents right to select an educational option for their children, as well as, the states constitutional or statutory mandate of compulsory education to ensure that all  children have the opportunity to receive a basic education, and the state’s responsibility  to regulate choices parents make. US constitution does not specifically mention the right of parents to educate their children, that right is interpreted through the Fourteenth Amendment (Sarnstron 1996).  

            Some individual believe that many times the states impose restrictive regulations on home schooling parents, such as required teacher certification, and curriculum approval. Along with the fundamental parental right to direct their children’s education, parents have a right to educate their child without government standardization. The liberty to exercise these rights is inseparably connected to the parents’ right to control the process of education. In the past two decades, some states have prosecuted parents under state compulsory education laws. 

Parents have responded with lawsuits demanding a right to home school. Some courts have stricken compulsory education laws as too vague or have found that more  restrictive regulations exceeded the state education agency’s  statutory authority. 

Other courts have allowed prosecution of parents where the home school does not meet  state requirements. State legislatures agree and over the past 20 years, have responded favorably to home schoolers seeking more flexible compulsory education laws. 

Today all states recognize home school program as an educational option, therefore, interpret home school programs to meet compulsory school attendance requirements. With the growth in interest in home schooling across the nation, as represented by the increased enrollment numbers, there is no doubt that advocates for home schooling will continue to fight to hold on to their convictions in any arena in which the fights must be fought (Sarnstraom 1996: 45).

Home schooling, one of the most important liberties, is protected by the First and Fourteenth Amendments. However, the opposition realized the danger of this growing movement and is seeking to regulate home schooling out of existence or, at least, into conformity. This battle has two important fronts remaining: the spiritual battle and the legal battle. The academic has already been won with numerous studies documenting the success of home schooling.

3. Pros and Cons of Home Schooling for Immigrants

Two centuries ago, the primary purpose of colonial education was to create literate Christians who understood the laws. This was accomplished through home instruction, private tutoring, community schools, or church related academics. As the country grew and changed educators and political leaders envision a system of public schools that they believed would produce the ideal democratic citizen. 

Presently, in terms of parent-child relationships and acculturation conflicts in Asian-American families, Asian immigrants compose the second largest incoming group to the US and have dramatically changed the demographics of Asian-Americans in this country. The majority of Asian-Americans are first generation immigrants. Children, depending on their age of entry, may quickly acquire the English language and adopt western ways of thinking and behaving, while their immigrant parents tend to maintain traditional Asian values and language (Dinh 1996). As a result, generational gaps or acculturation conflicts may occur between parents and children, which consequently may affect the quality of family relationships and satisfaction with these relationships. Besides the character formation, academic achievements, the choice of home schooling also offer a venue to enhance the intimacy relationship among Chinese family members.  In addition, the combination of Internet access to educational materials and other technological advances and social changes has led to the emergence of what Kaumau (1995) called “home–center society,” a society where technology has undermined the centralized structures of the industrial revolution and has strengthened families. 

Most legal experts support the notion that parents have the legal right to home school their children, despite the absence of a Supreme Court ruling specifically dealing with homes schooling. In general, the Constitution gives the states primary responsibilities for ensuring a well-educated citizenry. With this authority came the adoption of compulsory attendance statues in all fifty states. The very nature of these laws has brought into focus the conflict between the right of parents to determine the direction of their children’s education and the right of the state to protect the common good of society as a whole (Lett, 1999). 

Mayberry, Knowles, Ray and Marlow (1995: 10) affirmed that the social movements of 1970s and beyond, including the home school movement, emerged partially in response to these conditions and are an effort to resist colonization. In spite of some deep philosophical, pedagogical, and life style differences in the home school movement, Chinese home schoolers share a general agreement on several core values that leads to a sense of unity and a common identity (Mayberry, 1988; Romann, 1933). The movement has gone through a series of stages and has left confrontation behind while numerous legal and public relationship battles have been won by home schoolers, there remains an uneasy peace. 

The results of a 1997 Gallop poll conducted for Phi Delta Kappa suggested substantial dissatisfaction with public schools. This same poll reported that 70% of public school teachers think that parents should have the right to educate their children at home, while referencing a 1988 finding that 53% of the public felt the same way.

 One conservative, home schooling father said: 

In the public school the children’s Christian values were continually being assaulted. They were teased and belittled by their peers for their beliefs and schooling itself attempted to impose values we did not appreciate, so we took them out. Things are much better now (Langdon, 1997). 

             A home schooling mother with social and political views left of center explained: 

Schools seems to be under the thumb of big business and do all they can to destroyed critical thinking and mold students into compliant workers. That is not for us (Langdon, 1997). 

These factors of racial prejudice, materialism, school violence, prayer forbidden in public school and moral decay of the society all push more and more Chinese American Christians to the choice of home schooling. Thus the home school movement is an effort of resisting the dominant Humanistic culture in American society. Such a wave of home schooling movement emerges ironically in developed, democratic societies, where individuals have some degree of economic security, freedom of expression, and political stability. 

III. Literature Review Section 

Because not much research had been done on Chinese American home schooling families as a community, this paper relies highly on American context as the original resources. Along with the first primary resources by interviewing the hidden population--Chinese home schooling families--the literature which had been reviewed included secondary source documents related to the history of American education system and minority cultures. The types of documents I reviewed included books, journals, conference papers and Ph. D dissertations written by authors deemed to have expertise in the field. Basically, the literature could be divided into three camps: for, against and neutral. 

Among the journals, Home Education Magazine (http://www.home-ed-magazine.com) and Home Schooling Researcher--a journal published quarterly with recent research on home school education by National Home Education Research Institute(NHERI)--are the two periodicals which provide the most up to date and valuable information for me. NHERI (http://www.nheri.org) provides many one-stop-shop for home schooling statistics, studies, and information from Christian point of view. For example, Home Schooling on the Threshold: A Survey of Research at the Dawn of the New Millennium by Dr. Brian Ray, 1999, is one of the very comprehensive reports of its kind ever produced on home school research. 

Additionally, Christopher Klicka is another important home schooling figure. As Senior Counsel for Home School Legal Defense Association (HSLDA) since 1985, Klicka has intervened on behalf of thousands of home school families across the country who has been threatened by prosecutors, social workers, and truant officers. Klicka, a father of seven home schooling children, has represented many home schooling families in court and testified before numerous state legislatures and Congress. One of his five more books, The Right Choice: Home Schooling, covers home schooling history and benefits, academic success through college, and much more which is very informative. On the other hand, HSLDA is a nonprofit legal advocacy organization dedicated to protecting parental freedom generally and promoting home schooling specifically. Almost 70,000 member families join the Association at present. One of the HSLDA’s goals is to limit the federal role in education and return such powers to the states. 

While the literature above frames home schooling as swimming against the tide from the extreme to the mainstream (Kaseman 1990; Mayberry 1995), also as an effective alternative to the public school system, John Ogbu’s cultural model helps me to reframe the minority education system in the US context. Ogbu (1978) critiqued the caste system that exists in the US and how the caste system has inhibited the academic achievement and social progress of Afro-Americans, Chicanos, Native Americans, and Puerto Ricans. He postulates that the lack of academic achievement of Afro-Americans and other caste minorities is directly related to the interplay between the purpose of education for caste minorities, that is, to prepare students for their eventual pre-determined place in society, and the attitudes of students themselves. 

Also, Dr. Tung and other Asian-American psychologists contribute to my understanding of the aspect of parent-child relationships and acculturation conflicts in Asian-American families. Dr. May Pao-may Tung, one of the very first Chinese American clinical psychologists, offered her valuable insights from cultural psychological perspective. Her book, Chinese Americans and Their Immigrant Parents: conflict, identity, and values, strikes a nice balance between the traditional cultural influences which affect the social behaviors of Chinese and Chinese Americans, and how such behaviors can come under pressure and become identity issues in a Euro-American dominated society, with its mythologized notions of cultural superiority and racial entitlement. 

Tung claimed that much of the existing literature to date argues that Chinese American success in educational and economic advancement stems from deeply held values embedded in the Chinese culture, particularly Confucianism. Strong familial ties, close control of children, traditional family values, and collective solidarity over individual interest supposedly explain why Chinese Americans have overcome racism and poverty to attain educational and income levels that exceed even those of Euro-Americans. Tong further asserted that the comparative low rates of divorce, illiteracy, adolescent rebellion, and delinquency are also attributed to the cohesiveness of Chinese culture. Any change over time, such as the decline in female subordination, is regarded as the product of assimilation; any cultural continuity, such as economic self-sufficiency, attests to the strength of the Chinese ethos (2000: 173). 

Unfortunately, research into Chinese American family life in general, school choice of home school in particular, is still in its infancy. The reason the literature is limited might due to three factors. First, former ethnographers might not consider this model minority as being beset with social, economic and educational problems. Also, until recently, Asian Americans were underrepresented among social scientists so that few insiders were available to conduct this community-oriented research. Finally, the small number of fifty or so Chinese American home schooling families and their geographical concentration in a few states such as California and New Jersey made them seem invisible and sociologically unimportant. 
However, we can always learn something from the context of US education history. Below is a list of five Ph.D. dissertations which were published from 1994 to 2001 chronologically in hopes to paint a better picture of issues evolved with topics such as how many home schoolers are there? Who are home schoolers? How successful are home schoolers? How has home schooling developed in the past three decades? And how did home school research relate to policy making, etc. 
Marlo (1994) reviewed the literature and important court cases related the historical, social, and political conditions that led to wide spread legislative changes and the establishment of home schooling policies among a growing number of local school districts throughout the United States. In terms of the relationships between home schoolers and superintendents, Marlo concluded that local school district superintendents typically do not have a clear understanding of their state’s home education law. On the other hand, most of the home schoolers are not aware of what public school services and facilities are available for their children’s use (1994: 249-153). 

Sarnstrom’s research, 1996, provide a model for me to do this study in which indicated that the national educational reform movement encourages more alternative educational programs for parents to choose. Long’s 1998 study explored the legislative context governing home schooling and the home schooling population in Jackson County. Besides identified seven factors that influence the attitudes in home schooling parents toward public schools, home schooling parents are described by Long as connected, unconnected, and disconnected as he encouraged a more tolerant and supportive role for school districts. 

Another Ph.D. thesis on home schooling was published in Fall, 2000 by Princeton University Press titled Kingdom of Children: Culture and Controversy in the Home schooling Movement by Mitchell Stevens. Stevens did field work by interviewing home schooling parents and visiting home schooling organizations. In sum, Stevens divided home schoolers into two groups, believers and inclusives is misleading according to  Larry Kaseman (1990), whom I agree with.

In 2001, Dare’s research of the home school movement found that the tension between individual and government goals remained. Also, he found that the differences in the restrictiveness of state home school requirements are not related to regions of the country but rather to the type of state statutes. I agree with what Dare suggested that the mandate for policy makers to address parents' desire of school choice. However, I would not agree what he said that “there must also be a means for state and local educational agencies to monitor the quality of instruction children receive.”
A. Gaps in the Literature

Generally speaking, there are several components to maintain home schooling freedoms. One is the foundations on which home schooling is built, such as parental rights and respect for private education. Another is the willingness and ability to work together, so that all home schoolers can educate their children according to their principles and beliefs. A third is the slow but steady way in which home schoolers are winning the hearts and the minds of the people by convincing the general public that home schooling is an acceptable approach to education, making it less and less likely that home schooling will be outlawed or overly regulated. 
The few existing research studies which relate to the above areas provide a basis from which to begin more-in-depth exploration of home school policy and its implementation. My research, therefore, is an attempt to move beyond and expand upon the existing knowledge base, incorporating a variety of data in an effort to better understand the complexity of the factors involved as public administrators interact with minority home schoolers, especially Chinese immigrants.  

B. Two Findings
1. More Minorities are Choosing to Home School  

In the past, home schooling had been a choice made mostly by white, middle income families who can afford setting themselves apart from the traditional system. But more and more Chinese Americans and other minorities, especially African Americans, are choosing to home school their children for academic and cultural reasons. The number of home schooling families is increasing among Taiwan and Hong Kong as well. On January 20, 2001, Katherine Forestier, a reporter of the South China Morning Post, covered a story Parents Defy Rules on Schooling. In the news, Ms Kouri (not real name) called for Hong Kong to follow Taiwan's example, where home-schooling was legalized in June 1999. “We found the school fees and all the other activities to be too expensive, and then the peer pressure started,” she said. Explaining why they decided to pull her daughter, Justina out of school, she said “My daughter, who is half-Chinese, got picked on in the playground.” “Home schooling is our alternative to leaving a husband in Hong Kong and China while the children and I return to the United States.” Kouri runs a Website as a support network resource for home schoolers and is in touch with about 20 families who live in Hong Kong Island, the New Territories and the outlying islands. They follow home schooling programmes, including ones from the United States, Canada, Australia and the United Kingdom. 
Another factor why minority groups are choosing to home school their children is the booming of information technology. Internet resources make home schooling more affordable today and on-line support groups are emerging. There are at least 463 Yahoo groups are related to the home schooling worldwide. Some groups are to unite moms with other mom in their own area and with the same interests, beliefs and personalities. While challenges exist, minorities’ families value the opportunities to discuss race issues with their children. In the meantime, studies show there is less academic disparity between Caucasians and minorities people in home schooling environments than in public schools. Home, for minorities such as Chinese Americans, is the best place to teach their children strong academics, religious values, and instill their own sense of ethnic pride. Fueled by a desire to rescue their children from academic failure and neglect at the hands of overburdened public schools and determined to weave tight-knit families, more minorities nationwide are deciding that when it comes to school, there’s no place like home. “Many of them, especially African American have recognized that academically the public school system has not saved them,” said, Brian Ray, president of the National Home Education Research Institute, a nonprofit based in Oregon (Coleman 2003: 22).

2. Shift happens

Between the early 1980s and 1990s, many states officially recognized the rights of parents to teach their children at home. The very organized lobbying efforts of home school families have changed state statutes, reducing the regulations in all states during the past twenty years. Many advocates say the battlefield has shifted. “Parents today are rarely told they have no right to home school. Instead, challenges tend to center on whether the states are being too heavy-handed in their regulations of home schooling” (Dare 2000:143). The media, public and private educators, policy makers, politicians, and parents are fascinated with home schooling. It contradicts the norm. In addition, home-based education appears to embody many things that parents and families have desired throughout ages, and perhaps especially at this point in time in a highly technical age. Home schooling involves a high level of parental involvement in children’s lives; community-oriented action; success in academics; and an emphasis on the transmission  of culture and values by families, friends and religious communities rather than by society or by a select group of educators (Dare 2000:144).

C. Future Research 

Therefore, in order to catch up with the speedy pace of growing home schooling movement among the minority groups, future studies focusing on Chinese home schooling might include the following five areas.

1. The impact of home schooling in the minority cultural continuity and change. 

2.  The impact of globalization on the different racial groups of home schoolers.
3. To examine how minority home schoolers become aware about home school information. Thus, to build a greater understanding of information dissemination processes and patterns at the state level. 

4. To study the implementation of home schooling policy in the immigrant communities. In which explore the attitudes and experiences of school principles and home schoolers as they interact in an alternative, non-mainstream educational endeavor.

5.  To explore minority home schoolers’ use of various community resources, such as    science centers and museums. Exploration of their use of such facilities might offer new insights for the development of innovative, cooperative programs between minority home schoolers and local public schools.

IV. Policy Recommendation Section  
How does home school research relate to educational policy making? Research on modern home schooling has not provided much guidance for educational policy making. Therefore, it is the attempt of this section to suggest to the stakeholders the following:

A. For Public School Policy Makers

Public school policy makers must be able to discern why home schooling is growing in their particular communities. Because policy-makers must acknowledge national, state and local interests of smaller populations of home schoolers in order to    provide clearer examples of the concerns that compel parents to exercise the home school choice option. That option eventually removes the state from playing the directing role in home schooling (Long 1998: 27).

B. For School Boards 

Usually under the statues governing school districts, local school boards have discretion in policy making in many areas. While school board policies may be well conceived and well written, they will only be successful when the practices at the school level are consistent with the intent of the policy. School boards should consider adopting policies allowing home school students to participate in greater portions of the regular program. Currently, by allowing home schoolers access to greater portions of the instructional program, additional state revenue proportionate to home schooler participation could come to the district, just as these funds accompany any other alternative education students. The revenue, in turn, could be used to improve the quality of educational options available to the entire community (Long 1998: 118).  

C. For Immigrant Home schoolers

It is not unusual for public officials to exceed the authority they have been given by the statutes in dealing with many people, not just home schoolers. Sometimes officials have been misinformed by their superiors or co-workers. Sometimes their commitment to their work leads them to overstep their limits. Sometimes they want to increase their power, authority, and/or budgets. Officials can frequently get away with exceeding their authority because many people either don't realize that they could protest and stop the officials or they don't know how to. 

When dealing with school officials, it helps to remember they are acting on behalf of the public school system, not home schoolers. They rely on public schools for jobs, income, and prestige. They seldom understand home schooling or have any basis for evaluating home schooling or helping to improve. Some school officials are eager to get private school students, including home schoolers, into public schools so they can increase their enrollments, budgets, and power. 

In considering the question of federalization of home schooling, immigrant home schoolers need to know that there is another way of protecting home schooling freedoms, a way that will result in maintaining the freedoms rather than surrendering to the federalization. That way is to work as individuals and as grassroots movements to understand and exercise the rights and responsibilities as parents. In addition, there are important things need to be done now to prepare for future challenges from forces that would federalize home schooling, since home schoolers are usually perceived as an economic threat to conventional schools. It is vital for home schoolers to know the legal rights and act promptly and decidedly. Overall, developing a long term strategy for maintaining home schooling freedom includes points below:  

1. Understand and share with others information about parental rights and responsibilities in education, especially concerning the limited authority the federal government has in education. Develop a working knowledge of current educational and parental issues that might impact parental rights and responsibilities. 

2. Oppose the federalization of home schooling. At present home schoolers are protected from federal control by the Constitution and the State statutes. Understand and claim the freedom that exists now rather than trying to get unnecessary exemptions from federal legislation, especially since such exemptions could cost home schoolers freedom. 

3. Do not rely on the courts. Home schoolers’ losses in the courts during the past decades showed that the courts are not the place to win or maintain basic home schooling freedoms. In fact, it can be easily argued that lawership in the courts has cost home schoolers much more freedom than it has gained them. 

V. Implementations and Conclusion 

Basically, the public school system that exists currently may have been right for the age in which it was created; it is not right for the 21st century. Facing the fast-pace of globalization, the American public school system is in deep trouble. If the public school system is responsible for teaching million students in this country, its influence and immoral instruction is being felt through out the society. The moral crisis in the public schools is acute. America as a nation is already reaping the consequences in the rise of violence, crime, sexual diseases, divorce, selfishness, various forms of paganism and the occult. Due to a growing rejection of God’s absolute moral standards in the name of “neutrality,” the public schools are constantly and many times subtly assaulting the traditional family and destroying the minds of the youth (Kleczka 1993: 73). What all the 21st century citizens need is a system that is dynamic, diverse, and accountable. 

Now home schooling rights and responsibilities have been and will continue to be challenged by public officials who want to increase their power and authority over home schoolers, who mistakenly think they are responsible for all the children in their district, or who want to get home schoolers back into the public schools. To maintain the freedoms of home schooling, parents, need to know their state statutes and be prepared to refuse to comply with demands from officials that exceed what is required.
In sum, the implications of this study suggest that political leaders, state and local school officials, and the community at large must address the desire of Chinese and other minority parents to home school their children. On the other hand, in order to protect the school choice of home schooling, immigrant parents need to know the legal rights they have and act promptly as well as decidedly on their own behalves. 
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