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                         Charlotte Mason (1842-1923): A Nursing Mother                     Laura Sun 
Character Study
In loving memory of Charlotte Maria Shaw Mason,
Born Jan 1 1842, died Jan 16 1923, Thine eyes shall see the King in His beauty.
Founder of the Parents National Educational Union, The Parents Union School
and The House of Education. She devoted her life to the work of education, believing
that children are dear to our heavenly Father, and that they are a precious national possession.
Education is an atmosphere, a discipline, a life. I am, I can, I ought, I will. For the children's sake      

                                                                                                       (Cholmondeley 1960: 156).
Mason’s regimes cross all four quadrants: Slavery, Anarchy, and Equity and to Hierarchy

Like Moses, Mason is:

(1) Founder of American home schooling; 

(2) Revolutionary three times over, transforming three different regimes; 

(3) Prophetess whose words have lasted one hundred of years; 

(4) Administrator of two regimes, managing the march of both an anarchy and an  

      equity and set an example to influence a hierarchy across the English world. 

(5) Storyteller whose words have become deeds; 

(6) Teacher of a way of life that still lives;

(7) Student who exemplifies learning how to learn, so that her defects as well as  

      her virtues have inspired continuous reinterpretation; and 

(8) Politician balancing conflicting values within herself and among her people. 

     In sum, being a pioneer of her own time as the voice of prophetess and priestess, Mason is the leader of educators and parents for her own generation and generations to come.  

I. Symbol: 

           1. Her God-given name--Mason, stone man or a stone worker as a builder.

           2. Living books--the books are living in the sense that they are written by a single            author who shares his favorite subject with us and we pick up his enthusiasm.

           3. “One Hundred Year After” speech, in the year 1890 to foresee 1990.
           4. A fresco of seven liberal arts under the direct outpouring of the Holy Spirit.                     
           5. Mother Culture, though remained single all her life, Mason serves as 
               a symbol from a nursing mother to the image of Madonna—mother with her children, and later as the inspiration of the phrase Mother Culture for today’s busy hardworking homeschooling moms.
II. Assumptions: 
            Education is an atmosphere, a discipline, a life and the science of relationships.
III. Guiding idea: Children are Born Persons. 
IV. Vision & Values: Liberal Education for all; Freedom and liberty became the most inalienable and sacred right of a person.

V. Structure: Mason caught the vision and had the task to complete. She obeyed and followed through with it. 

VI. Human Resources: Saw and met the needs of children, both mental and spiritual. She sought to meet those needs especially from her daily walk with Jesus.
VII. Political: Education was a power—a power either for immense good or for disaster. She grasped an ideal of education that was democratic, uniting the children of the rich and the poor, the aristocrat and the laborer, in one comprehensive scheme of training. 
VIII. Socialization: People trusted her. As an educator and leader, Mason knew how to train her followers. Giving series lectures on speaking tours, book writing and magazine editing were the main avenues to train and maintain the new comers.
One hundred years later, Charlotte Mason methods became one of the fastest growing methods of home schooling in the United States and around the world. The ways of training 21st century home schoolers are pretty similar to that of Mason’s time, mainly via correspondence, newsletter, books, lectures, seminars, workshops and conferences, besides the electronic methods of e-mails, websites and radio interviews. 

IX. Morale: Low at first, but high even after her death. Mason was an educator in England during the 19th century, and her methods are currently experiencing a rebirth among American home schools in 21st century.
X. Metaphors: Leader: A Nursing Mother; 
                         Followers: adult children, home school parents

Quotes (Education=Leadership)
Thought breeds thought; children familiar with great thoughts take as naturally to thinking for themselves as the well-nourished body takes to growing, and we must bear in mind that growth--physical, intellectual, moral, spiritual--is the sole end of education. 
In all the types of tyranny, none of which is external to the person, but all act within the bounds of his own personalities, for the mind is its own place and it itself can make a hell of heaven, a heaven of hell (Cholmondeley 1960: 226-230).
Giving people the thought of the best minds is what the educators (leaders) are supposed to offer. The inspiration and delight of entering into an intellectual world which is full of associations is a well of healing and fountain of delight (Cholmondeley 1960: 166).

The best leaders, especially in chaotic conditions, almost without exception and at every level, are master users of stories and symbols (Peter, Thriving on Chaos, 1987:418).

The seven liberal arts were fully under the direct outpouring of the Holy Ghost, [and] that every fruitful idea, every original conception, whether in Euclid, or grammar, or music, was a direct inspiration from the Holy Spirit, without any thought at all as to whether the person so inspired named himself by the name of God, or recognized whence his inspirations came (bio. p. 50). 

People would have happier households if mothers “would only have courage to let everything go when life becomes too tense, and just take a day, or a half a day, out in the fields, or with a favorite book, or in a picture gallery. . .” For a mother to allow herself a bit of leisure to rest and refresh herself by exploring her own interests, to find a little time for herself, especially when so many others depend on her, is a Mother Culture. 
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Charlotte Mason Books

· Charlotte Mason's Original Homeschooling Series - by Charlotte Mason

· A Charlotte Mason Education - by Catherine Levison

· More Charlotte Mason Education - by Catherine Levison

· The Charlotte Mason Study Guide - by Penny Gardner

· Simply Grammar; An Illustrated Primer - by Charlotte Mason (w/Andreola)

· Charlotte Mason Companion - by Karen Andreola

· For the Children's Sake - by Susan Schaeffer Macauly

· Nature Journaling: Learning to Observe and Connect with the World Around You 

What is Mother Culture? http://www.motherculture.com/

