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	     Thank You Volunteers!

The Laredo Chess Club would like to recognize the following schools and their chess clubs for giving students the opportunity to compete in scholastic chess tournaments at their individual campuses: 

Kennedy-Zapata Elementary

Sanchez Ochoa Elementary

Dovalina Elementary

A special welcome goes out to Jerry Perez 

and Bertha Torres whose hard work over the years did not go unnoticed by the Laredo Chess Club. They are now official members of LCC.

We would like to recognize the good people at Office Max for supporting scholastic chess in our area. They were

kind enough to print the May 2006 issue of the Laredo Chess Club News.
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	    One topic that usually arises in regard to chess club management is club size. But first, it is important to distinguish between “chess clubs” and “chess teams.” A chess club is a school’s official chess organization furthering students’ common interest of the game. Size can vary depending on the amount of student players along with the number of sponsors and involved parents who are there to support the kids. These clubs meet at school, have structured practices, trainings, fundraisers, field trips, and may participate in local tournaments. Ideally, a “chess team” is a representation of the club’s best players who are selected to venture out of the city to play at state and national tournaments. These special events should not be viewed as field trips for all club members to participate in but rather as a reward for only the very best.  So who gets to be on the chess team? Selection of team members should be based on a variety of criteria: ex. student’s ranking, commitment, participation in tournaments, practice attendance, conduct, grades, etc. Each school’s selection process should be established at the start of the year so that both parents and students are aware of the criteria to be used. One popular system used by clubs to determine rankings within the club is the use of a ladder competition.  The ladder has the strongest player at the top and the weakest at the bottom. During club meetings students can challenge a student above them. If the lower student wins, he progresses up the ladder while the opponent comes down a notch.                                        
--- Rey Ortiz


Websites, Books, and Videos

Parents can obtain valuable information from the United States Chess Federation website at: 

www.uschess.org 

For local information, visit the Laredo Chess Club site at: www.geocities.com/laredotx chess 

Play Chess online:
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http://www.playchess.com
http://www.worldchessnet work.com

Recommended Videos

Knights of the South Bronx

Searching For Bobby Fischer
New Books:




By Dr. Alexey Root

Professor at University of Texas at Dallas
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To rate or not to rate?

Making the decision to rate a player with the U.S. Chess Federation may be a difficult one. Sponsors who are not skilled players should consider consulting chess coaches and parents to assist with this decision. 
     It should go without saying that beginners need to  have the benefit of experiencing non-rated competition before moving on to rated play. By doing so, they can learn how pieces move, how to make a proper check mate, learn about chess etiquette, good sportsmanship, and fine tune their skills. 
     Once the students begin to excel in non-rated divisions, then they can progress to the rated competition. It is probably not a good idea to rush students into rated divisions, if they are not ready. This may lead to negative experiences for both the parent and child, which may result in a decline in interest. In some instances, the student may end up dropping out of their club all together.

Conversely, students need to be challenged in order to progress. Students should not be kept in divisions where they are winning easily all the time. Sponsors need to remember that in addition to doing what’s good for the team and the school, the individual interest of the child should be considered.

   By Albert Vargas
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Beginners and Tournaments
By Dan Navarro
      As more and more new players begin to play in their first tournaments there is the underlying need to prepare them properly for the tournament experience.   With that in mind, I want to direct the following comments to the parents, sponsors and coaches of the novice players.  
Beginners need to become familiar with the proper etiquette at tournaments.  Students are not permitted to talk to or distract their opponents in any way.  The things that are permitted to be said are “Good luck” at the start of the round, “Check” or “Checkmate” during the game and “Good game” at the conclusion of the contest. The noise level inside the playing hall sometimes becomes excessive due to the failure of the students to follow these simple directions.  This also reflects poorly on the adults responsible for their participation.  So, I ask that you please make ALL your players aware of the rules for proper behavior in the playing hall.  Remind your experienced ones and be sure to instill it in your beginners.  I have been very lax in enforcing penalties for excessive talking.  Be aware that in future events I will instruct the assistant TDs not to hesitate forfeiting games or even expelling players from the tournament for excessive talking or harassment of their opponents or neighbors. 

A second area of concern is the preparation of beginners to properly compete.  I have found that many beginners are not yet ready to participate in tournaments.    Specifically, they may not yet know how to move all of the pieces and are unfamiliar with what is a legal or an illegal move.  There have been instances where I have adjudicated games as draws because the “winning” player has no idea of how to force checkmate and win the game.  At a minimum all players should know the basic checkmates of K+Q vs. K and K+R vs. K.  Additionally, many players are completely unfamiliar with special moves such as castling, en passant and promotion.  Some beginners as yet do not know what ”check” means or what a checkmate is.  Some go as far as capturing the king! That is not permitted in chess! Again, this reflects poorly on the amount of preparation given to the students.   My suggestion is to hold back any and all beginners until they have mastered the basics discussed above.  
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We encourage you to develop some form of criteria before sending the kids to tournaments.

Perhaps a check list would be helpful.

1. Student knows how to set up the board? __ 

2. Student knows how all the pieces move?   ____

3. Student understands special moves? __

4. Student has an understanding of what the game is all about? _____

5. Student knows what check, checkmate and stalemate mean?  ____

6. Student knows basic mates: K+Q vs K and K+R vs Q?  ______

7. Student is familiar with chess etiquette?__

8. Student is aware of penalties for improper behavior? ______

9. Student is aware a TD must be called to declare a game drawn, won or lost?__

10. Student knows that calling a TD to resolve any problem with an opponent must be done without delay?______
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Brownsville I.S.D. 

is highly regarded throughout Texas and the U.S. for it’s very successful scholastic chess program.  Every year, BISD sends a huge contingent of their best teams and individual players to represent the southern tip of Texas at national events. To qualify, BISD requires their teams  to place either 1st or 2nd at the state tournament. The District then covers the cost of up to 7 players per team in all divisions—primary to high school—excluding non-rated or novice players. It also covers the expenses of individual players who place 1st or 2nd at the state events.
    Our neighbors to the south have made incredible strides since the game was introduced to their schools 12 years ago.  Over the years, the district has mandated chess in all Elementary schools. The game has also been integrated into the curriculum, and educators are currently working on an elective course for secondary students. 
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    To regulate chess, BISD has established strict guidelines for clubs, competition, conduct, grades, parent participation, and travel. It even created committees consisting of parents, sponsors, and administrators to develop a handbook which details how chess should operate within the district.     

    Laredo sponsors, parents, and administrators are encouraged to review the handbook. Those traveling to national events may want to learn how this “powerhouse” district funds its schools.

    Last year LISD appropriated in excess of $25,000 for several teams—none of which would have qualified according to BISD criteria. Is this the precedence we want LISD to follow? Should we begin to look at setting guidelines for our own districts?

     The handbook can be accessed at:

http://www.bisd.us/daas/Chess.htm
   By Rebecca Hughes
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                                                   Local Team Standings

	Rated 

Teams

Only
	Kennedy- Zapata Tournament
	Sanchez Ochoa 

Tournament
	Dovalina Elementary

Tournament
	D.D.

Hachar

Tournament

	Primary 
	
	
	
	

	1st place
	San-Ochoa
	San-Ochoa
	Santa Maria
	Santa Maria

	2nd place
	Santa Maria
	Santa Maria
	D.D. Hachar
	San-Ochoa

	3rd place
	Ken-Zap
	
	
	D.D. Hachar

	Elementary
	
	
	
	

	1st place
	Santa Maria
	Santa Maria
	Santa Maria
	Santa Maria

	2nd place
	Ken-Zap
	Dovalina
	Dovalina
	Dovalina

	3rd place
	San-Ochoa
	San-Ochoa
	
	San-Ochoa

	Middle 
	
	
	
	

	1st place
	Lamar
	Trautmann
	Lamar
	Cigarroa

	2nd place
	
	Lamar
	Trautmann
	Lamar

	3rd place
	
	
	Cigarroa
	Christen
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              S H E N R Y V I I I H T B I T 

                T K I S A B E L L A Y O P H D 

              R M C F Y V H D W B N N O T E 

                E A F S Z W M Y S O O M J E N 

                B D J J T L B O C T A E O B N 

                O O F H T E C D W S R F H A I 

                R N Q Z X L V E J J S H N Z S    
                A N O S L E N E I L L I W I Q 

                I A O I B C F A M Q B A A L U 

                L Y B S A F H K L A I B Y E A 

                U Q L A E P U V V Q R D N R I 

                J X S R X N L F N F U T E Z D 

                Z I S T N A R B M E R Q I D J 

                Y O J I M M Y C A R T E R N V 

                N O N N E L N H O J Y C D C R 

Bill Cosby          John Lennon       Henry VIII      Willie Nelson

Bono                Dennis Quaid      Madonna         Jimmy Carter

Isaac Newton        Elizabeth I       Rembrant        John Wayne

Isabella            Julia Roberts     Steve Martin    Thomas Jefferson
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