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              Rebecca Hughes  Newsletter Editor


	     Thank You Volunteers!

The Laredo Chess Club would like to recognize following schools and their chess clubs for giving students the opportunity to compete in scholastic chess tournaments at their individual campuses: 

Dovalina Elementary

Kennedy-Zapata Elementary

Santa Maria Elementary

One again Kennedy Zapata Elementary out did themselves with the decorations, entertainment, and staff support. Both Dovalina Elementary and Santa Maria Elementary were very well organized which resulted in a very smooth tournament.
Special thanks goes out to Office Max located at 7600 San Bernardo for printing this edition of our newsletter. Office Max
supports chess.


	  As we reach the end of another school year, we can reflect on the tremendous progress in 2005-2006.  New scholastic clubs have joined us and many existing ones have stayed with us.  With growth we have seen more of our teams venture out of the city to play at regional, state, and national tournaments.  But with growth there are always new challenges that arise. One item that made this year unique was the financial support that Laredo ISD provided for Nationals. There was a substantial investment of over $20,000 for the trip! Nevertheless, we need to consider a very important issue for next year. That issue is the establishment of criteria for the selection of individuals and/or teams to represent LISD beyond the regional level and who would then merit the financial support of the District. The process would provide answers to some very critical questions: Do you take everybody or only the best players? Only boys or only girls? Parents, teachers, sponsors? Only school teams and if so which ones?  This can become an issue which could divide us at a time when we are just starting to unite in this wonderful activity for our children. At a recent Laredo ISD board meeting Dr. Daniel Garcia, the new superintendent, mentioned that he is familiar with the selection criteria used at Brownsville ISD (his previous employer). We could adopt and/or modify it to suit our situation. I strongly encourage that the parents and sponsors to begin talking and discussing this important issue.                                                 --- Rey Ortiz 
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	        Websites, Books, and Videos
Parents can obtain valuable information from the United States Chess Federation website: www.uschess.org on a great deal of topics including, national events, publications, and membership. For local information, visit the Laredo Chess Club

site at: www.geocities.com/laredotxchess 
Chess online:

                          [image: image6.wmf]
http://www.playchess.com
http://www.worldchessnetwork.com
Here are two very interesting books which provide teachers and parents with valuable information regarding the effects of chess on our children.
Chess for Success
by Maurice Ashley  
Teaching Life Skills through Chess
by Fernando Moreno

The Laredo Public Library has many books on chess. These range from beginners to advanced play. There are also several on beginning, middle, and end game tactics.

Go by the main library located at the corner of McPherson Ave and E Calton Rd and check them out.

	Teamwork
Last year Santa Maria Elementary blazed new trails for Laredo chess by being the first local team ever to compete in a National tournament (they placed 11th).  This year our city is being represented at the National tournament in Denver by 3 schools—Santa Maria, Milton, and Leyendecker Elementary. Just think … eight years ago a regular scholastic event in Laredo would attract 20-25 students—now our kids compete at a National level! Wow! This is truly the result of team work by the sponsors, parents, students, LISD, and community. May we continue to work together. 
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Santa Maria Sponsors are Elizabeth Salinas and Gaby Mauricio. The players are: Front left to right-Abraham Speer, Rodrigo Ramirez, Joseph Torres, Jasmine Speer, Rudy Martinez. Back-Jose Benavidez, James Reyna, Jose Guevara, Osmar Acosta, Jackie Reyna.

Milton Sponsor is Ana Teresa Garcia. Team players traveling to Denver are Ricardo A. Perez, Brian McClure, Jonathon McClure, and Carlos Hughes. (Photo not available).Leyendecker Elementary will also be traveling to Denver for the tournament, but The Laredo Chess Club News did not receive a list of the students or sponsors or a photo…sorry.                     
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	TD’s Corner:
Of Clocks and Notation
In this issue I will talk a little bit on the   important of chess notation and the use of the chess clock.  As more students become involved with organized chess there is a greater awareness of the need to keep score and to be familiar with the use of a timer.  Chess notation is a requirement for most tournaments.  If you don’t write notation you may get a time penalty.  Besides being a requirement, notation is an important tool for improving your chess.  Writing down the moves has three key benefits: (1) Slows down your game. If you play too fast you make mistakes.  This helps in pacing your game and avoids rash moves.  (2)  Forces you to think before you move.  Because you write down the move, it makes you focus on what’s actually happening in the game and keeps you from being distracted. (3) Aids in analyzing and discovering what went wrong (or right) with your game. It becomes a tool for improving your play. By the same token, learning how to use the clock correctly is something every player should know.  The greatest obstacle with the clock for beginners is losing the fear of it. This can be overcome by using it to play all games.  Practicing with it brings familiarity and fear soon dissipates.  The clock can also be used for speed chess which is a great help to develop the ability to think faster! Finally, one should combine learning chess notation and using a clock to establish a rhythm to use when playing in tournaments.  Make the move, punch the clock and write your move.  Try it out this summer.  It will make you a better player!
                                   --- Dan Navarro        
	Summer Chess
      As the school year comes to an end, parents and students are probably wondering where and how to keep playing over the summer. Here are some tips. Get together with other parents from your school or other schools and make arrangements to meet at someone’s house to play (you can rotate homes) and choose the number of players your house can hold and the level of players. Two other suggestions are that your child play on-line (approved by the parent) and check out books from the library on openings, strategy, tactics etc. In addition, the Laredo Chess Club will continue to have scholastic chess activities during the summer.  Open  chess tournaments will be held during the months of June, July, and August at F.S. Lara Academy at 2902 E. San Jose. Mr. Guadalupe Moreno owner of Sunrise Convenience Store and Moreno's Exxon will be sponsoring these events. Check the newspaper and our website for dates.
     Students can also practice chess every Wednesday night at the Lamar Bruni Vergara Tec-Rec Center situated at 202 W Plum from 6:00-8:00 p.m. There is annual membership fee charged by Laredo Parks & Recreation of $5.00. Be sure to bring your chess equipment. 

     Dan Navarro, Laredo Chess Club tournament director, will have summer chess camps for beginners, intermediate, advance, and beginner adult chess players during the months of June and July. There will be a fee for these classes. For more information on the summer chess camps contact Mr. Navarro at dan209@stx.rr.com or at 722-4600.          --- Alberto Vargas 
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	Chess Words
C I A R B E G L A S D T E O D 

P W N R E Q D U Z E N S J P T
C A Y C E N N I V T U M P E N
K I N G S I D E S O I K I N P 

X C X H C F L G H N W L U I O 

C S B P Q O J G A A E Q B N R 

G D U B P C U A D M Y E K G T 

B H F M N B T J Z U E W U U L
D F E W O U U T I B M A G Q F 

Q N Y Z I S V V O V L J W K N 

T D Z X T Q F M F K A D R F K 

W Y I O A D F K P J U C R V O 

W L K C T F N G Z A G V X F Z 

D T P F O K I D H M O E C J C 

F I Y W N R Q Y D F J J Q W E 

ADJUST    ALGEBRAIC    ENDGAME
BUGHOUSE  DEVELOPMENT  BLITZ
GAMBIT    KINGSIDE    NOTATION
OPENING   QUEENSIDE  

	Dear students,
Congratulations to all of you on a spectacular scholastic chess year. You truly did a wonderful job, and should be very proud of yourselves. The enthusiasm, dedication, and perseverance that you demonstrated have made a difference in chess in Laredo. Now it’s time for you to turn around and thank all the adults who made this happen. First of all, hug your parents for all their support. They are the ones that take you to practice and tournaments and that help with fund raisers. Secondly, thank your sponsors for all the work they do to organize chess at your school. They do this from their hearts. Most importantly thank your principals because they are the ones supporting chess in your schools and making things happen.
I hope all of you enjoy your summer. But please don’t turn into isolated pawns.  Instead be an active summer knight. Keep on playing the royal game!

                                  Rebecca Hughes
                                

	   
	Scholastic Chess Players 
Please let us know if there’s something you’d like published in the next newsletter. You can contact us Wednesdays during chess practice at the Lamar Bruni Vergara Tec-Rec Center located at 202 W. Plum from 6:00 – 8:00 p.m.      
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