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	     Thank You Volunteers!

The Laredo Chess Club recognizes and thanks the following schools and their chess clubs for giving students the opportunity to compete in scholastic chess tournaments at their individual campuses: Milton Elementary, Lara Academy, Sanchez-Ochoa Elementary, Trautmann Middle, Clark Elementary, Bruni Elementary, and Alma Pierce Elementary.
We are also thankful to all the special people that help out at our tournaments. These individuals have assisted with registration, scorekeeping, and crowd control at numerous events: Bertha Torres       (Leyendecker), Mrs. Mitchell (Clark Elem.), Olga Ramirez (Santa Maria),
and Jerry Perez (Milton).
A special thanks goes out to Mrs. Ana Teresa Garcia, Milton Chess Club sponsor, for her support in the printing of this first edition of our newsletter.


	                              The Chess Parent

Congratulations everybody on what is shaping out to be a successful and record setting scholastic chess season.  I would like to take this opportunity to address the most important part of the scholastic chess scene and that is the Chess Parent.  My wife Norma and I have been chess parents since May 3, 1997.  I remember the date because that was when our son, Carlos, played in his first rated chess tournament—he’s played 180 to date.  In those days, everyone (K-12) was USCF rated and played in the same division. We were alone! We did not have the benefit of a chess club, chess sponsors, or support from the schools.  Today, all of this is available to most of us. This external support, however, does not replace the involved chess parent.  If you take time to notice, the successful kids are the ones with very involved parents, the ones who take the kids to out of town tournaments, who take them to practices outside of the school, and who stay at the tournaments all day to support and encourage their kids. As tournaments continue to grow in size and frequency, more of these types of parents are needed.  Parents should not count on one sponsor to watch over 15 or more kids. Sponsors need the support and involvement of the parents.  Parents should not look at tournaments or practices as day care, but as serious events for their child’s benefit.  We need your help, but most of all your kids need you.   

                                   Laredo Chess Club President

                                                   Rey Ortiz
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	                 Websites and Books

Parents can obtain valuable information from the United States Chess Federation website (www.uschess.org) on a great deal of topics including, national events, publications, and membership. For local information, visit the Laredo Chess Club

site at: www.geocities.com/laredotxchess/

We would also like to encourage parents to review the following on-line playing sites to determine if this is something you or your child can benefit from:

                          [image: image6.wmf]
http://www.playchess.com
http://www.worldchessnetwork.com
For parents who would like to learn about  the benefits of chess for their children or who would like to learn to play chess, here are two useful books:

A Parents Guide To Chess 

by Dan Heisman                  

Chess For Dummies    

___________________________________
                    Tournaments 

March 25, Dovalina  Elementary
April 8, Kennedy-Zapata Elementary
April 22, Team Championship TBA.

April 29, Santa Maria Elementary

	                       Make a Winning Move!

As chess continues to take hold in schools throughout Laredo and more students attend the local chess tournaments, there is a growing need for volunteers.  About eight years ago a regular scholastic event would attract 20-25 students.  Such tournaments could easily be run by one person.   Fast forward to 2006.  The last event at Alma Pierce Elementary on March 4th drew 174 paid contestants!  Such an event required the help of Laredo Chess Club members, volunteers and host school sponsors, parents and staff.  Continued growth merits the need for volunteers to help in two important areas (1) tournament support and (2) school chess club management.  Tournament support is needed to help the tournament director and his staff to run tournaments quickly and smoothly.  Volunteers can help with equipment set up, posting results and pairings, crowd control, announcements, scorekeeping and registration.  If you ask to help, I guarantee we will not turn you down.  We need you!  The same goes for volunteering to help your school’s sponsor.  School sponsors work very hard to organize their school clubs and get the students ready to play in tournaments.  If your school is hosting an event, please volunteer to help your sponsor with whatever they may need.  Many times they just need a parent to help supervise the kids.  Other times a parent can volunteer to be part of a phone bank and contact other parents and students to get them organized to play in a tournament or set up special practices.  On other occasions parents can volunteer to sell concessions or help track game results.  Help your school sponsor any way that you can.  They will really appreciate it. Sponsors remember you are not alone. Communicate with your parents and together you will achieve your goals. It’s your move.  Make it a winner and get involved!

                    Dan Navarro, Tournament Director
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	              What is scholastic chess?

Scholastic chess embodies all children 

who are of school age. This usually includes participants from grades

K-12. It may also include pre-K and pre-college students. You may obtain more information from a booklet entitled A Guide to Scholastic Chess from www.uschess.org.

___________________________________

            How important are ratings?
      Rating is a mathematical system which measures chess performance. For beginners
it is extremely important that skills be focused on before ratings.

___________________________________

Local boys place at State Tournament in Houston--Alfredo Equigua 4th, Julian Arriaga 12th, Brandon Borrego 20th, and Carlos Hughes 9th.  Leyendecker and Santa Maria Elementary acquired several team trophies at this event.  Congratulations!

___________________________________

Local Girls  Roxy Ortiz, Jasmine Speer, and Lori Ortiz participated in January at a National Chess Competition in Corpus Christi Texas sponsored by Grand Master  

Susan Polgar. Both Jasmine and Lori won 3 out of 6 games in the elementary division.  In the high school division Roxy Ortiz tied for third place and as a result was awarded a $1,000 scholarship from Texas Tech. University in Lubbock.                   
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	                   Novice Players

      Beginners are known as novice chess players. Parents can cultivate beginner’s interest by joining a local chess club in their community or school. Once there, chess coaches or sponsors can teach the novice player how to play the royal game.  
     There are several objectives a novice player must learn before advancing to competitive playing. First, a novice player needs to learn the basics such as setting up the chess board, movement of the pieces and their relative value. Once this is learned students can learn tactical moves such as pins, forks, skewers, special moves (such as castling and en passant) check and checkmate, discovered check, double check, etc.  The chess player must also learn how to develop their pieces in the opening, middle, and endgame. Knowledge of chess notation is also essential.

   Once the player learns the basics of chess, he/she will be ready to practice what they’ve learned. Practice should be about an hour daily. Novice players should begin playing at home or at school before advancing to tournament play. The more students play with different players, the better. Chess is an ongoing learning experience. It is never truly mastered.

                           Albert Vargas 

         Laredo Chess Club Vice-president
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	          Chess Words

Z B G G G Y P K Q Y I X Q D I 

V I Q A L O K A C Q T S N Y I 

T S P U D R D N C E K R O F L 

W H J Q V D P B O E H V N F A 

O O T B W U X Z B M A C I I H 

K P J E U F T Q N K O L T Q I 

R N V K C O L C U N E B A N Z 

Y L I L Y C X G Z W I M L X R 

K U V G K Z Y X O M P P P G X 

P L Z E H Q Q V L I R H N O V 

H R D B U T K W G T U I K G C 

K D K E Y F O R V J K S C S X 

T M E F M Y O A J L L D C U T 

E N P A W N R N S T D Y D F N 

R U P Q D H U K F D I Q X U K 

BISHOP    PAWN    FORK   USCF

CHECK     PIN     KING

CLOCK     QUEEN   KNIGHT

FILE      RANK    ROOK


	                          Critical Thinking

         Playing chess and participating in tournaments brings a great deal of joy and excitement to many of us. It’s just plain fun. What many parents, educators, and players don’t realize is that chess helps develop critical thinking skills-- useful academically and in life. Just think about it this way. Every single aspect of chess is related to Blooms Taxonomy (hierarchy of higher order thinking)—from basic knowledge to evaluation and synthesis. In simpler terms, while playing chess, students are fine tuning their critical thinking skills. These skills are then applied unknowingly and automatically to math and reading comprehension. Chess also builds character and social skills. In fact, the entire chess phenomenon which includes meetings, tournaments, and outside practices provides a means for social interaction and social development. There are rules to be followed, etiquette to be displayed, and lifelong friendships to be made. It is by far the best game ever created. 

                               Rebecca Hughes                                               
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	           Scholastic Chess Players 
Please let us know if there’s something you’d like published in the next newsletter. Note: Students need parental consent before we can print anything. You can contact us Wednesdays during chess practice at the Lamar Bruni Vergara Recreation Center at 202 W. Plum from 6:00 – 8:00 p.m.
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