KEN'S interview in CD DATA

Interviewer: Your last tour "SMILE TOUR 2004" was like an omnibus of 
the short films. There were impressive scenes in every song you 
played. I remember that you often played facing at right direction, 
and tetsu facing at left. 

Ken: We played the songs rather individually so it looked like an 
omnibus film? And the most songs in SMILE were written during our 
inactive period. We didn't see the same scenery when the song was 
written, so it is not same as our previous songs? Well, it is not 
completely true but those songs are different. And while we are 
making songs, we usually notice which songs are not easy to play live 
(so we don't include it in the set list.), however, we put all songs 
in the set list. I guess we brought up the atmosphere that we were in 
the studio into the tour.

Ken: We weren't playing together for a while, so I was not sure what 
they were going to do. That's maybe the reason why I was concerned 
with playing. 

Ken: We enjoyed playing heavy tunes. It was fun. I guess you could 
feel more sweat than our previous lives. We like that sort of music 
at moment so we tried that way. It might change in future. 

Ken: SONS OF ALL PUSSYS's "Super Summer Jumbo Bubble Festival" was on 
30th of Aug, and recording for Larc's started from 1st of Sep. I had 
to concentrate on SOAP's live but it was worse if I didn't present 
any songs on the 1st of Sep, so I started to write it after the SMILE 
tour in Japan.

(Interviewer: ken started to make songs before going to Baltimore.)

Ken: The live in America… What can I say… I thought we were going to 
be in adversity, but we weren't. We would have tried harder if we 
were. (laugh) (He thought playing in America is like 
football's "away" match but it was like "home".) I tried to show what 
I could do. That's all.

(Interviewer: The keyword he found for the new project (for L'Arc) 
was "Summer Festival dancing".)

Ken: When I saw foreign artist's live in somewhere, I thought they 
were doing Japanese summer festival dancing. No one may think that 
people who doing are cool. But it's not so bad thing. That primitive 
parts are important / cool that we tried to express it in our tour. 

(Interviewer: Primitives - you mean the roots of music? - Music makes 
your body move naturally.)

Ken: Yeah. So the differences are; the situation that you are in 
classic concert and clap your hands after each tune, and the 
situation that you are looking at summer fest dancing. We wanted the 
2nd one rather than the 1st. Or maybe we were in that sort of moods 
when writing the songs, after 1st of Sep.

Re: Killing Me

Ken: I think the final decision will be made in Nov or Dec, but I 
liked "Killing Me" to be the next single. It's an inspiring song. 

and here is the interesting part, he was talking about our dear Hyde

Ken: Hyde was saying that he didn't want the sounds of the keyboard. 
It was interesting. He looked so unhappy when we recorded the song 
with the keyboards. There aren't so many people who are stubborn 
these days, are they? But he was. He didn't compromise `til the end. 
I was so impressed with it. 

