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Industry hugs biotech trees

http://www.snr.missouri.edu/mosaf/2001/spring01.html - reported in Missouri Forestry Newsletter (Missouri Society of American Foresters)

ArborGen


--joint venture of International Paper, Westvaco, Fletcher Challenge Forests, and New Zealand company Genesis Research and Development


--hoping to mass plant GM trees by 2005


--based in Summerville, SC (this explains why so many pine (17/17) and poplar (9/69) field tests have occurred in SC)


--traits they’re studying:  reduced lignin content, sterility, herbicide tolerance


--trees they’re testing: 

for high-quality paper products:  poplar and sweetgum

for building products or ordinary paper pulp:  pine and eucalyptus

Institute of Forest Biotechnology


--an NC-based think tank established to promote societal benefits GM trees and address environmental concerns


--established by NC and biotech industry

Increasing #s


--1991-2001:  USDA approved 136 field trials GM trees (including fruit trees)


--GM tree research also occurring Canada, South Africa, and Australia

