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Key Differences of fiber vs food biotechnology industries

1. the leading technologists are the customers of the product

2. no agri-chemical industry equivalent; less financial pressure

3. limited intention of exporting and selling genetic stocks

4. understanding of needs originates in the industry

5. scientists are tree and forest biologists w/ systems approaches

6. industry is already undergoing change

7. ecological damage of the forest industry is recognized

8. transition to plantations is underway

9. long timeframes in tree science and business

10. naturalness is not a quality of paper and timber

11. fiber system is simpler and more public than the food system

12. fiber is less contentious than food 

13. forests and trees have high symbolic value

