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Introduction

a. Goals of workshop—

i. Examine potential benefits associated w/ application forest biotechnology

ii. Examine potential risks associated w/ application forest biotechnology

iii. Review current laws and regulatory policies

Executive Summary

b.  Info about conference

i. Held in December 2001
ii. Included scientists, environmentalists, foresters (from both public and private sector), industry representatives, lawyers, government regulatory officials, and members NGOs

c. GE trees – widespread use on intensively managed forest plantations firsts

d. Some thought GM tree commercialization will take 10+ years in US, but will happen much sooner in developing countries

Key Points that emerged from conference dialogue:

1. Evaluating GE trees may require additional methods of analyzing risks and benefits, particularly given the scientific uncertainties involved, the subjective nature of deciding what qualifies as a risk, and the fact that the cultural values attached to natural forests are not easily accommodated by classic risk-benefit equations.

2. The technology holds great promise for the forestry and forest products industries, and potentially, for environmental conservation.  The potential environmental impacts of GE trees must be weighed against the costs of not pursuing the technology.

3. Scientists developing the technology argued that GE trees should be judged based on the potential impact of the end-product, not on the process that achieves it.  But some environmentalists countered that the process itself should trigger special consideration because it involves the creation of novel genomes that present a unique and heretofore unexamined set of risks to the ecoysystem.

4. Some participants identified opportunities for public input into decisions over GE applications as being an important issue, especially since GE trees are mainly being considered for private lands and the current regulatory structure is not geared to be solicitous of broad public opinion.

5. GE trees could avoid some of the controversy associated with GE crops if the first products that hit the market are shown to have a clear value to then end consumer, rather than chiefly benefiting technology providers and growers.

