LANGLICHHUND REG’D MINIATURE LONGHAIRED DACHSHUNDS

4924 – 80 Avenue N.E., Calgary, Alberta  T3J 4B7  (403) 590-5751

http://www.geocities.com/langlichhund

PUPPY PROOFING YOUR HOME

Inside:

· have a confined area where accidents can be easily cleaned up

· have a quiet place for puppy’s crate or other sleeping quarters

· accessible rooms need to be chew-proofed (wires/furniture/shoes)

· provide pup with hard and soft chew toys as chewing is inevitable, particularly during teething

· move potentially toxic houseplants well out of reach

· barricade staircases with baby gates until puppy is four months old

Outside:

-    have a securely fenced yard without gaps or holes.  A puppy can squeeze through a

two inch gap.  An older dog will dig at any opening to make it bigger.  Thus, wire fencing must be into the ground.

· barricade access to toxic plants and shrubs

· a fenced pen will save a lot of wear and tear of your garden as well as give your dog a safe play area.  Choose a partially shaded area, and include a small clean dog house for protection.  On cold days, dachshunds should only be outside for a quick elimination – they freeze within seconds, feet and ears first.

COMMITMENT

A new puppy will demand a lot of your time and reassurance to learn good behaviour and build confidence.  A baby needs lots of love and attention, especially in a new environment.  All members of the family must be taught to handle the puppy with gentleness and to pick up the puppy correctly with two hands.  It will take time and patience to train your canine friend away from his natural instincts and teach him the rules of the household.  Use lots of praise for good behaviour, and be consistent with firm voice tones when reprimands are warranted.  While this requires an investment of your time, your rewards will be in direct proportion to your commitment.

It is vitally important to socialize your puppy.  Get him gradually used to being touched by new people.  Introduce him to new places and situations.  At four months, gentle leash training can begin.  A miniature dachshund in good health will live a long life, up to 17 years.  Give the little guy who loves you unconditionally a good start, and he will reward you with many years of loyalty and devotion.

PAPER TRAINING

Your puppy has already started his paper training.  For the first two months, keep puppy confined to an area where accidents will be easily cleaned up like linoleum or tile.  Do not allow him access to any carpet as this is their toilet of choice as an untrained puppy.  Place a section of newspaper 5 or 6 pages thick in the designated bathroom area.  It will be helpful in the beginning if you scent the newspaper with a urine-soaked paper towel as an attractant.  Lavishly praise the puppy when he eliminates on the paper.  Clean up accidents thoroughly so there is no scent to confuse him to eliminate in the wrong place.  I recommend paper training a puppy who will be under nine months of age at the onset of cold weather.  When you observe puppy eliminating in the wrong place, gently pick him up and place him on his papers, saying “peepees on the paper”.  Scolding will only confuse the pup.

HOUSETRAINING

For a puppy who has easy access to an enclosed outdoor bathroom area via a “pet door”, weather permitting, you can bypass the paper training and teach him to use only the outdoors.  As before, a soiled paper towel provides the scent to show him where the designated bathroom area is.  Just before you take him outside, ask him, “Go peepees outside?” or some such phrase as a consistent signal.  Use distinctly different words to indicate other activities so he won’t get confused.  Allow 10 to 15 minutes to provide sufficient time for him to do his business.

Remember:
Puppy has to eliminate:
IMMEDIATELY after sleeping







IMMEDIATELY after eating







IMMEDIATELY after playing

If puppy has an accident, scolding him or rubbing his nose in it will not teach him but confuse him.  If caught in the act, a firm “NO” followed by taking him to his designated bathroom area and instructing him to “Peepee on the papers” or “Peepee outside” will be very beneficial.

Puppies seldom have conscious control of their bladder function before they are FOUR months old.  Be aware of signs that puppy needs to eliminate such as sniffing the floor and circling or squatting.  React quickly to guide him to his bathroom area.  The key to success is supervision, lavish praise when he does it right, and constant repetition.  A harsh word or ignoring him for a short while is enough punishment.  A couple of months of diligent training will result in a lifetime of good toilet habits.

FEEDING SCHEDULE  

I feed and recommend Nutro’s Natural Choice Lamb & Rice Puppy food.  Other quality dog foods are available from pet supply stores; the first ingredient should be meat, and ideally there should be no soya or byproduct content.  Some foods are too high in protein, while others such as Purina and others available in the grocery store are lacking in nutrients.  Your dog’s health and conditioning occurs primarily from the inside out, so a shiny coat is a sign of good nutrition and a parasite-free environment.  A little warm water and canned food (Lean Cuts available from Superstore) can be mixed in to moisten the meal and increase palatability.

Initially feed ¼ cup per meal, four times per day, removing uneaten portions after 15 minutes.  Increase the amount of each meal as puppy grows and his activity increases.  At four months of age, you can decrease the number of feedings to three times per day until the pup is six months old.  Then two meals per day will suffice.  If a dachsie shows signs of  being overweight, cut back on the size of the meals.  A fat dachsie is a prime candidate for spinal problems and a host of other illnesses which are entirely preventable.  Normal weight for an adult miniature dachshund is between 7 and 13 lbs. depending upon bone structure, ideal weight 10 lbs. given optimum bone/muscle.

GROOMING REQUIREMENTS

Brush the coat daily with a soft brush or greyhound comb to prevent matting of the coat.  Cleaning teeth daily with gauze or a tiny toothbrush will save hundreds of dollars in professional dental bills over the lifetime of your dog.  Scalers are also an excellent tool.  Trim toenails weekly with dog nail clippers.  Hair between the pads and along the outer ear canals needs to be trimmed.  Bathe as frequently as necessary to keep the coat clean with dog shampoo such as Crown Royale, Number 1 All Systems, Cindra, or Bio Groom available from pet supply stores.

THE CRATE AS CASTLE

Your puppy needs a place to call his own in which to feel safe and secure.  Whether he is travelling in the car or escaping the activity of a noisy gathering, his crate is his castle.  It will protect him from harm and protect your home from inappropriate chewing and soiling when you are not there to supervise.  Despite his sanctuary, children must be taught not to chase (nor entice him to chase them by running in his presence) and not to pull ears/tails.  At maturity, a dog can safely be left in his crate for four hours during the day with a toy or through the night.  Choose a crate that will be large enough for him to stand up in and to stretch out full length without being cramped.  NEVER use the crate as a means of punishment.

THE FIRST NIGHT

The puppy will feel some separation anxiety from his siblings, dam, and breeder initially.  To get some sleep the first few nights, have the pup sleep in a crate beside your bed so that you can comfort him.  If the whining persists, a tap on the top of the crate should quiet him.

TRAINING FOR THE SHOW RING

Starting between 12 and 16 weeks of age, stack your pup daily on a table, such that the front legs are positioned in a straight line down from the withers to the lowest point of the chest, and the back feet are placed back far enough that the hocks are straight up and down parallel to each other.  5 minutes a day is enough.

The pup is ready to begin leash training about 12 weeks of age.  Practicing once a week for 15 minutes is enough.  Use a nylon choke collar style of lead for puppies, so that a correction (light jerk) on the leash can be felt, suggesting the dog hurry up a bit, once he/she knows what is expected of him/her.  Of great aid in getting your pup motivated to walk on the leash is having him follow a treat in your hand – this also aids in having him hold his head up level with the treat rather than sniffing the ground, a natural instinct for this hunting scenthound.  The next thing to master is having the dog walk at the end of the lead so he’s ahead of you on the LEFT.  Throwing treats for him to retrieve up ahead is helpful.

You can reward the desired behaviour with a piece of cheese or small piece of roasted beef heart.  This helps to make the effort worthwhile in the pup’s opinion.  Always end training sessions on a good note, i.e. with the dog performing reasonably well.  They tire easily at such a young age and are likely to start acting up when they’ve had enough.

Consistency is imperative in training, so it is best if ONE person is the trainer.

