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Simply the finest double-bill I have ever seen.  There have been great ones before, such as Wilco and the Jayhawks at Cincinnati Zoo in July of ‘95, and the V-Roys with Steve Earle in Louisville in ‘97, but never have two bands been so finely matched and so on their game as Slobberbone and the Drive-by-Truckers were on Saturday  night at the Abbey.





The story in the days leading up to the show was that the two bands were alternating as headliners, but it turns out Slobberbone was headlining all the Midwest shows and the DBTs would be headlining once they reached the Southeast.  Thus, the DBTs took the stage first, at around 11pm.  Being unfamiliar with their work, I wasn’t sure what to expect but had heard some good things about their sound.  Well, a few songs in, they played a song I layter learned was called “The Living Bubba”.  What a powerful song, which was written for a friend of the band who had died of AIDS, and during his last days he played as many shows as he could because he had no health insurance and was having trouble making ends meet:





Some people stop living long before they die �Work a dead end job just to scrape on by�but I keep living just to bend that note in two�and I can't die now cuz I got another show to do





Needless to say, this song hit a nerve.  I couldn’t stop thinking about it for the rest of their set.  Lead singer Patterson Hood delivered it with such a passion, and I won’t ever forget hearing that song for the first time.  I’ve since gone out and purchased “The Southern Rock Opera” and “Gangstabilly” is next on my list.





Slobberbone didn’t hit the stage until close to 1am, and luckily for them, the DBTs had warmed up the crowd nicely.  The band hit us with a new song right out of the gates, and proceeded to play a relatively short set (any Slobberbone show is gonna leave you wanting more), which included the hits “Pinball Song”, “Gimme Back My Dog”, “Your Love is Waning”, two or three new ones and a couple of outstanding covers, “Cinammon Girl” and Soul Asylum’s “Cartoon”.  What a way to wrap things up.  Despite the late hour (the show ended past 2am), the crowd was with them right until the end.





And speaking of the crowd, it was stunning to look around and see all the familiar faces, and those that weren’t familiar became familiar by night’s end.  It was truly an amazing night.  Slobberbone’s new bassist is outstanding, and barely missed a beat.





I can’t wait for the next go-round.  Next time through town, we’re unlikely to get such an incredible double bill, but we may just get 2 nights from Slobberbone instead of one, because their crowds are ballooning with each pass through town.





Brent, Jess, Tony and the new bassist . . . God Bless ‘em!





Lane c.�





