Ques 5. 
What is the hardest decision you ever had to make and how did you make it?

My family runs a small manufacturing factory in India; which is fairly large by Indian Standards. After my school education I joined the family business and worked for two years. I felt that without a professional degree it might not be possible for me to advance and have a satisfying life, so after a year and a half I decided to enroll myself in an engineering program. This was one of the most difficult decisions I ever had to make. I was very young and it was difficult for me to visualize a future career for myself.  I had been away from school and was not sure whether I could secure admission in a prestigious institution. At that time in the Indian job market fresh engineering graduates were given a low starting salary and prospects of advancement in career were also inadequate. Leaving a good business for an uncertain future was a difficult choice. My father was getting old and ours was a joint family so the emotional ties were very strong. All the members of the family including my mother dissuaded me from leaving the family business. It was also obvious if I wasn’t going to work anymore I wouldn’t have a regular source of income thus I needed a high score on the entrance test to qualify for some sort of a scholarship.
I had complete confidence in myself. I started working hard to prepare for the admission exam for Thapar Institute of Technology, one of the best institutions in North India. About 15,000 students compete for a few hundred seats every year in this exam. 
To my great joy and relief my rank was 80th on the Merit List. In last few years I have come a long way. In retrospect this was the most difficult decision I ever had to make and I think I made the right choice. 

