1
2


Pre-Calculus  


Classroom Policies 2006—2007
Mrs. Lafleur

The Pre-calculus course is an integrated course of various topics from algebra, geometry, and trigonometry.  Topics will include relations and functions, conic sections, complex numbers, sequences and series, and exponential and logarithmic functions along with their applications.  These topics will prepare you for Calculus, whether AP or regular.  One quarter will be devoted to trigonometry.   Graphing calculators and computers will be used as tools for understanding and for solving real world problems.

Textbook:  Advanced Mathematical Concepts, Merrill/Glencoe/McGraw-Hill, 1994.

SUPPLIES:  Each student is required to have:

                    1.   a TI-83 or a more recent TI graphing calculator,

                    2.   a binder with loose-leaf paper, graph paper and dividers,

                    3.   pencils (all tests must be taken in pencil), 

4. a manila folder with your name for your tests and class work.
GRADES:  Grades result from a combination of announced tests, announced and unannounced quizzes, problems-of-the-week, projects, and semester exams. ***SUGGESTION:  Keep track of your grades in your notebook.***

MAKE-UP TESTS:  Students can make-up tests when they are missed due to an excused absence.  It is the student’s responsibility to see the teacher and reschedule the test on the day of her return from the absence.  If the excused absence was the day of the test, the student must take the test the day that she returns.  Make-up tests may be taken during the regularly scheduled times allotted during activity period or after school.

MAKE-UP QUIZZES:  There will be no make ups on quizzes worth 10 point or less even if your absent was an excused absent.  Your quiz grade will be calculated from your current average.  If you had an unexcused absence, you will get a zero for that quiz.

TUTORING:  It is your responsibility to ask for tutoring when needed.  Tutoring can be at lunch or at an activity period but remember your must make an appointment.
GENERAL RULES:

1.  Be Prompt--You should be in the classroom ready to work (pencil sharpened, already taken care of bathroom duties, etc.) by the sound of the second bell.

2.  Be Prepared--Have all supplies and your completed assignment in class each day.

3.  Be Polite and Respectful--Politeness includes leaving your work area neat and clean after class.  Respectful includes taking care of the buildings and the furniture in them. 

ATTENDANCE:  Attendance is required of all students.  Students are totally responsible for all work and assignments every day.
ASSIGNMENTS:  Each day when you enter class, place your homework on your desk so that it may be checked.  Homework is checked only for completeness, not for correctness.  You must 

make up missed assignments due to any absences.  The problem sets are intended to be practice, and, as in learning any skill, it is expected that you will make mistakes while practicing.  In order to learn the skills, however, it is essential that you do practice by completing every assignment and by checking your problems for correctness.

Projects:  Any project assigned is a formal project.  You must have a cover sheet (with the name of the project, your name, and the date), the report, and a bibliography all written in the MLA (Modern Language Association) style.  Some projects will have other requirements but all must have a report.

CLASS ACTIVITIES:  I encourage you to use available class time to work together in pairs or small groups when you need assistance with practice problems or when accomplishing a class project.  When I am explaining the new lesson, I expect your full attention.  When you are working on problems or projects in groups, I expect your full attention to be directed on your work.

CHEATING:  I expect your work to be your work.  Cheating on tests or copying assigned work is never acceptable.  Infractions will result in the loss of all points (a zero) on that test/quiz/exercise, and your parents and the administration will be notified.

GRADING POLICY ON TESTS:  Precision, consistency and accuracy are expected in your problem solving.  Always be sure to write all steps in solving a problem neatly, in an organized manner, and check each step for accuracy before you proceed.  Partial credit for incorrect problems will only be given if your work is shown clearly.  Important:  a correct answer with incorrect problem solving or no work will be considered a wrong answer.
Important:  Your book must be covered by the end of the first full week.  Do not use clear sticky paper.  Book covers are available, just ask for one.

KEEP THIS PAPER IN YOUR MATH BINDER AT ALL TIMES SO THAT YOU MAY REFER TO IT WHEN NECESSARY.

