DIRECTIONS TO L.A.F.F.T.E.R.

LAC-A-FOIN (HAY LAKE)

NEAR NOTRE-DAME DE PONTMAIN, QC
L.A.F.F.T.E.R. HOTLINE:

Contact Don “Multiple Entry” Gautier (613)371-5496 ;Pat “Flounder” Liston (613)324-3444 CELL PHONE- if lost en route!!

(1) FROM OTTAWA:

-.Take the McDonald Cartier Bridge (King Edward St.) and then after you cross the river veer right to Highway 50 exit (2nd exit) after and go east, all the way, past  Buckingham to highway 309. Once off highway 50, turn  onto highway 309 NORTH (NORD) left towards Mont-Laurier.

-. You will pass through the following towns: Notre-Dame-de-la-Salette, Val-des-Bois (check out the bakery as you enter the town) , Notre-Dame-du-Laus. Approximate distance from Highway 50 to Notre-Dame-du-Laus is about 75km.

- Stay on highway 309 and go through Notre-Dame-du-Laus; about 13.5kms later you will cross a bridge spanning a picturesque river - on the other side on the left hand side (200 yds after bridge) there is a sign for a “casse-croutte-dépanneur” Crevier Gas (New general store) or “casse-croute” ( PEPSI)” - turn left here.

- The store is the "last chance" stop for booze, chips, fireworks, etc., so if you forgot

anything at home, get it here or else do without!

- Travelling time from downtown Ottawa to the store north of Notre-Dame-du-Laus is about 1 1/2 hours at full throttle. Remember to stay on highway 309 the whole time and you'll make it sooner or later. For final 10 km see section on “where to go after the dépanneur”.

(2)WHERE TO GO AFTER THE DEPANNEUR

Having loaded up on last minute supplies, i.e. beer, ice, chips, etc., you must no doubt be wondering where to go from there. This handy section will hopefully answer that question. If not, you better have flares, a French/English dictionary, and several days' supply of food as you are quite literally, up the creek without a paddle. Here goes:

· Proceed through the "Chemin de la pointe" (dépanneur's driveway) and turn left at the end-you will see a sign marked “SA-FO” .

· Chemin CARON
- There are several forks in the road -always bear right. The paved highway ends a few kms after the dépanneur. Beware of “deadman’s curve” 2km from the dépanneur! The second fork has a sign for "Domaine Denis" stay on MAIN road to far right. The paved road turns to dirt/gravel shortly after this turn off. 

· After several twists and turns, the lake will become suddenly visible in front of you and another fork in the road will appear- bear right. 

· Proceed through on road past the farmhouse, which will appear a fair distance on the left. The “road” will gradually get narrower and rougher. From this point on, you are circling the lake, so bear left from this point onwards.  Around a km or so later, About 3 cottages will be visible on left hand side.  A number of forks will appear, continue bearing left. Once you’ve rounded the western end of the lake by crossing over a small earthen dam, the road straightens out, albeit with a number of hills.  Follow the hydro lines when in doubt.
· It is now just a matter of proceeding straight through for about 1.8 km (beginning from Gord Cooke’s and John Gowan’s cottage). Depending on whether the cottagers have invested money in road maintenance that year, there may be up to 3 bad hills with rocks, potholes & bedrock waiting to inflict major structural damage to your undercarriage, so use caution if travelling in a sports car!

- The cottages in the last 500m are: THOMPSON (Little Big Man), GIROUX, COOKE, then

200m more of road to your destination until you reach a sign marked FISH HEAD LODGE/LE DOMAINE DES TETES DE MACQUEREAU. This is the place, CONGRATULATIONS, YOU’VE MADE IT !!!! Time to open that beer !

Total distance from dépanneur is about 11km, give or take a few. Usually a one beer drive.

Lost? Your cell may not work once off the paved road. Ask anyone for directions to the Liston/Gautier, or Thompson cottage or Lac Au Foin.

If you are really lost on the dirt road just ask anyone where Louis Marcel Caron’s house is or where Rheo Ladouceur’s (819-767-1205) cottage is and they will be able to steer you. 

GOOD LUCK!!!
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Watch for this pub along the main highway.  Stay away!!!

It’s nothing but trouble.

