Southern Colonies Radio Station

Reporter: Good morning Southern Colonies. Welcome to the show. Let’s take a look at            our weather.

Meteorologist: It’ll be rainy all week with many gray clouds. A cold front will be coming in from the west hitting North Carolina. There will be a possibility of a flood.

2nd reporter: We’re here with Eliza Lucas covering indigo. Tell us about your discovery, Eliza.

Eliza: Well, indigo grows well in the highlands where rice does not.  It was an exceptionally amazing discovery.

2nd reporter: Thanks for sharing, Eliza. Back to you, Leah.

Reporter:  Eliza is a wealthy planter. Only about 5% of the south, are wealthy planters, which is the upper class area.  Wealthy planters usually live on plantations.  On the plantation is a manor, or “big house” (do quote thing).  Often it was on a hill with a view of the whole plantation. The big house was made of brick and had two stories. The kitchen was a separate building to prevent fires. Other people were slaves, craft workers, and farmers.

2nd reporter: Did you know that slaves today aren’t allowed to read, write, hold meetings, or carry guns?  These are the rules of slave codes.  Many of them were transported from Africa and Europe by ship to America, known as the Middle Passage. They were crammed in with others. Many slaves died, from diseases spreading easily, lack of food, and ill treatment.  Once they got to America, they were taught Christianity because the Americans thought they were doing them a favor to forget African culture.

Reporter: That is interesting.  I never knew slaves were treated so badly.  A lot of people have been asking about the crops – indigo, tobacco, and rice.  Why not give us some more information?

3rd reporter: So how are the crops, Jocelyn? What crop is growing best right now? Is the weather good? Tell us about it.

Farmer: My best crop out in the low country is rice, but tobacco is pretty good too. Indigo is not too good, since the rain has been a constant downpour.  It is tough work out on the farm, but you know slaves do that work for you. So I don’t worry about that. 

3rd reporter:  Okay, that’s neat. Have you ever wondered how to dye a sweater? Since my color is dark blue, we’re going to dye it blue.  To dye it blue, we use indigo.  You take the cloth and dip it in the dye. It takes a few hours to get fully blue.  (Demonstrate) Then, hang it on a clothesline to dry.  After a few hours it will look like this.  I am doing what many craft workers do.

Reporter:  I am going to go home and dye my socks blue.  I just can’t wait.  What fun! Now we’re going to interview a common person.  So, how is it going Samantha?

Common person:  It is great here in Charleston. Charleston is the largest city of the Southern Colonies and in South Carolina. It is a leading port and trading center.  It is great, bustling with all sorts of people. I am just of those very few people who can afford a private tutor for my daughter, Elizabeth.

Reporter: That is fascinating.  Trading was important in the Southern Colonies.  The main trade rivers were Potomac, the James and the York.  It was along the Chesapeake Bay.  This area was known as Tidewater.  Many items were shipped downstream the coast and then directly to England which is why they had few major port cities than New England and the Middle Colonies.  

2nd Reporter: Where are the Southern Colonies?

Reporter:  Oh, the Southern Colonies are west of the Appalachian Mountains.  They are below the Middle Colonies and northwest of Spanish Florida.  They are on the coast of the Atlantic Ocean.   Thanks for tuning in to Good Morning Southern Colonies! It was a pleasure to be here. Have an awesome week~!!!!  

