The Lady or Tiger?

“The Lady or The Tiger?” written by Frank R. Stockton, is about a princess who hints for her loved one to enter the door of the tiger.  The princess’s father was a semibarbaric king.  It states this on page 593, “ . . . there lived a semibarbaric king.”  The princess was like her dad. “The semibarbaric king had a daughter as blooming as his most florid fancies . . . and imperious as his own,” (596).  The king’s daughter has barbaric ancestors through her past, “ . . . of the savage blood transmitted to her through long lines of wholly barbaric ancestors . . .” (598).  The princess is made up of barbaric blood.  She has the family trait of being barbaric. It is told in the book, “ . . . semibarbaric land brings to mind a very real and very cruel practice . . .” (592).


The king found out of the princess’s love.  He gave the man the choice of the two doors.  Naturally, the princess found out what was behind the two doors.  She knew which was the tiger and the lady.  She not only had knowledge of the lady, but who the lady was.  She despised her. It shows proof right here, “. . . she hated the woman who blushed and trembled behind the silent door” (598).  Her lover knew that she discovered what was behind the doors.  “When her love turned and looked at her. . . that she knew behind which door stood crouched the tiger and behind which stood the lady” (598).  She had told the man by a quick movement to the right.  “She raised her hand and made a slight, quick movement to the right” (598). 

Why would the princess send her man to a lady she so much hated?  How would such a barbaric princess live if she did so?  Wouldn’t she, with such barbaric personality, send her lover to the tigers?  Take these questions into thought as if you were the princess.  Frank wrote, “Think of it, fair reader, not as if the decision depended on yourself, but upon the hot-blooded, semibarbic princess, herself at a white heat beneath the combined fires of despair and jealousy” (599).  


The princess most likely would have chosen the door full of roaring, savage killing tigers.  She was barbaric and mean as her father.  Stockton stresses her barbaric character and how she would be envious if her lover and the lady married.  It seems the princess is capable of both, but more apt to choose the door of the tiger. 

