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Narrator: Life on the Frontier was troublesome and hard for pioneers. Native Americans were doing quite well before the pioneers came bounding on their homeland.  This was upsetting for both people: the Native Americans and pioneers.  Their conflicts grew into small-scaled fights, Indian Wars.  The American government set up reservations, or land for the Indians.  Depending on the Native American group, some Indians stayed intact on their land while others did not.  

Narrator: Black Hills is one of the many Indian Wars between Colonel Custer and a primary Native American, Sitting Bull and their people.

The narrator walks off the stage.  Caleb, Zack, Roger, Jeremy, and Lauren enter onto the stage.  Sitting Bull and Dancing Pony walk on the left side while Fred, Billy, and Colonel Custer walk to the rights side.  Sitting Bull makes the first move by moving ahead and screaming with his weapon held up.  Dancing Pony follows with a fierce attitude also.  Then, Colonel Custer reacts by fighting and stabs Sitting Bull in the leg.  Billy joins in.  Fred begins fighting also.  By this time everyone is fighting. Sitting Bull kills Billy.  More fighting occurs. 

The Narrator jumps in saying: Hold it! (Everyone freezes, but the narrator hearing, “Hold it!”)  As you know the Battle of the Black Hills was ferocious.  The American government failed in persuading the Sioux Indians to give up their land.  Therefore war came about.  The white people found gold in the Black Hills and this is the whole cause of the Americans wanting this land.

The narrator leaves the stage. More fighting happens.  Dancing Pony aims her weapon at Fred and fires.  Fred has fallen and is dead.  Shots and blows are back and forth between the Native Americans and pioneers.  Colonel Custer takes a shot at Dancing Pony.  She is no longer living.  Out of fear, Colonel Custer starts to fun off the stage.  Sitting Bull raises his arms in victory.  All fighters pick up props and leave stage.  Here comes the Narrator.

Narrator: Yes, Sitting Bull and his fellow Native Americans, the Sioux did win.  It was a terrible war indeed.  George Custer was the colonel of the white men.  Sitting Bull fought with the Sioux and Cheyenne.  

Through the door, comes Caleb, Zack, Roger, Jeremy, and Lauren all at once.

 Narrator: Oh! Look and here come our fighters now!

The fighters walk up on the stage and stand in a line along with the Narrator.

Zack (once on stage): Wasn’t there something else that bothered the Native Americans?

Lauren: Yeah.  It was the Dawes Act.  The congress wanted to force the Indians to abandon their culture and take up farming with the Americans in the West.

Jeremy: It was difficult for the Native Americans, because all this time they had been hunting buffalo. They never had farmed before.

Roger: The Dawes Act was passed in 1887.  It made Indians leave their land and go to reservations set up for them.

Caleb: Many Native Americans disliked this and weren’t for it.  Some refused and stood their ground.

Leah: Eventually, this lead to an outrageous battle called Wounded Knee.  It was fought in South Dakota.

Zack: It was a disastrous battle over land and ended bad.  We won, but at the same time we lost much.  We lost our true appreciation for the land and an opportunity to learn from the Native Americans.

Lauren: We can link the trouble on the frontier and the Dawes Act with literature.  In fact, we’ve found some poems and good books close to what we’re talking about.

Roger: We have three pieces of Literature.  Let us tell you about them.

Leah:  One of them is Echohawk (hold up book). Echohawk starts out in the story young, growing up in his white family.  He’s then taken away to live with a Mohican tribe.  He learns many new things.  Echohawk is made fun of by both of his kind, the Mohican tribe and white people.  His father, Glickigan wants Echohawk to have a better education along with his brother.  English people teach modern subjects Echohawk.  His past comes to mind.  Echohawk must face discrimination, many choices and challenges while also he must decide to be with the white people or the Mohican tribe.

Jeremy: One poem by Lance Henson wrote a poem called, “The Disappeared.”  It is about how people grieve over their loved ones who enter war and disappear or die. Their song is recognized also meaning what good they have done for their country or people.

Caleb: Brother Eagle, Sister Sky is about how Native Americans appreciate Mother Nature and say they belong to the land.  It’s an awesome book telling whatever we do to the land, we do to ourselves. 

Zack: Also, if you would like we have many pictures and other great things on our poster.  You can see them here (when you say this, walk over to tri-fold and point to what you are talking about) ________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________.

Jeremy: The Native Americans and pioneers fought mainly over land.  It was happening quite often during the 1850s and even before. We’ve told you about the Black Hill and the Wounded Knee battles. 

Caleb: There were also many other small battles taking place. Most of them were terrible and horrifying.

Roger: We hope you have a better understanding of the troubles on the frontier and the Dawes Act.

Lauren:  And if you’re still curious about conflicts between Indians and the pioneers you can check out our reading list on our tri-fold and even get other books.

