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Comparative-Contrast Paper


The stories, “The Third Wish” and “The Monkey’s Paw,” are about men who are granted three wishes.  These stories have different types of characters; however they both have the same plot and theme.


The main characters in “The Third Wish” are loving and in “The Monkey’s Paw” are sinister.  In “The Third Wish,” the main character is Mr. Peters,  and also includes the King of the Forest, Leita, and Rhea.  Mr. Peters is cautious for what he wishes.   “Taking a thorn he pricked himself not to utter rash wishes aloud,” states that point (pg. 675).  He is also caring and giving.  Mr. Peters wanted his wife to be happy.  So he turned her back into a swan.  “The Monkey’s Paw” has many characters.  They are Mr. White, Mrs. White, Herbert, and Sergeant-Major Morris.  Most importantly, Mr. White is quite rash.  When Mr. White first heard of the monkey’s paw he asked Sergeant-Major Morris about it.  As Morris said, “Leastways nothing worth hearing,” (pg. 683).  Unfortunately, Mr. White didn’t listen.  When he wished, his son ended up dead for two hundred pounds.  Mr. White wasn’t very wise not to listen.


Comparing Mr. Peters to Mr. White, they aren’t similar.  Mr. Peters is caring and cautious at what he does.  On the other hand, Mr. White is impulsive and doesn’t have gratification.  Yet they both are experiencing the same feeling.  When Mr. Peters lost his wife he felt grief.  Mr. White did also when his son died.  Both characters were warned of being careful for what they wished for.


Each plot for both stories is based on men who are granted three wishes.  “The Third Wish” starts out where Mr. Peters finds the King of the Forest.  He receives three wishes.  Mr. Peters first wishes for a wife as lovely as the forest.  Leita, his wife, isn’t happy, because she misses her swan sister, Rhea.  Realizing this, Mr. Peters wishes for his second time for her to become a swan.  Mr. Peters lives on through life and dies peacefully.  “The Monkey’s Paw” begins with Sergeant-Major Morris meeting the Whites and Herbert.  Mr. White gets the monkey’s paw.  He wishes for two hundred pounds.  His son dies in the factory.  For this, the Whites receive two hundred pounds expressing sympathy for their son’s death, Herbert.  The Whites mourn over their son’s death.  Mrs. White wishes her son alive again for the second wish.  Mr. White becomes aware that his son will come back mutilated.  As his third wish, he wishes his son dead.  Its described in this passage, Mr. White “… found the monkey’s paw and frantically breathed his third and last wish,” (pg. 690).


Both plots differ, but they are both about two men who make three wishes.  One death occurs within each story.  “The Third Wish” plot focuses on sadness while “The Monkey’s Paw” is related to being sinister in tone.


The themes for those two stories are centered on having gratification and being loving.  “The Third Wish” shows extreme emphasis on how Mr. Peters is lonely and then wishes for a wife, Leita, who was a swan then turned into a human.  He cares for his wife.  “The Monkeys Paw” puts stress on the Whites’ desire for money.  They wish for money and end up getting their son killed.


As a result, the theme for “The Third Wish” appears to be, if you care about someone special, care for them before yourself.  Mr. Peters does this by letting Leita stay a swan with her sister.  “The Monkey’s Paw” seems to be, continue life with what you have, not what you don’t.  These themes or morals teach us to gratify who we are and what we have.  No more or no less.


Finally, “The Third Wish” and “The Monkey’s Paw” characters have different personalities.  “The Third Wish” has a plot about a man who must decide his three wishes while Mr. White in “The Monkey’s Paw” does also.  The theme of “The Third Wish” is about being loving and thankful.  “The Monkey’s Paw” is similar too.  These stories are bright with excitement while presenting amazing characters, plot, and theme. 
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