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Chapter 10 - Battle at Mirkwood by SJ

As soon as the four, Merry, Pippin, Gimli and Legolas entered Mirkwood they looked around and noticed no one was there.


"I did not expect Mirkwood to be so quiet," said Pippin.


Legolas was confused. There should have been many elves around, the elder working and the children playing. Even with his elven hearing he noticed that there was no noise at all. None of the elves were in their homes, or the children playing, there were not even any birds singing. Everything was so silent.


"Perhaps everyone is in the main part of Mirkwood," suggested Gimli.


"Hmmm," said Legolas absent-mindedly.


The four continued into the main area of Mirkwood, traveling toward the castle. They started noticing signs of struggles and fights, with food and flowers strewn about everywhere. There were smashed houses and fallen trees. A cold wind blew through, echoing, showing how desolate and deserted the area was. Merry and Pippin both shivered.


"Something evil was here," said Merry quietly.


Legolas silently agreed. He was in shock. His home was completely destroyed. The four kept traveling towards the castle. Legolas was worried about his family, Looke, his mother and father, and Ainure. 
He hoped that they were all alright. Gimli noticed Legolas' worried look. 


"I am sure your family is alright Legolas," he said.


"I hope so," replied Legolas quietly.


The group had reached the castle. Merry, Pippin and Gimli looked up at it in awe.


"You live here, Legolas?" Merry asked.


"Yes," came the reply.


The group entered the castle. It was in ruins. Ornaments were smashed and drapes were ripped. There were burnt books and plants everywhere. There was also blood dripped dried in some places. Legolas saw the 
blood. Now he was really frightened for his loved ones safety. The groups walked further into the castle. Legolas was hoping that maybe this was all a dream and he would wake up and be still camping out with the Fellowship in the woods somewhere. None of them noticed a shadow creeping around. The shadow suddenly attacked.


"Go back to where you came from you fiends. You will not hurt any one else."


The shadow jumped on Legolas, tackling him to the ground. The hobbits and Gimli rushed over and attempted to pull the shadow off of Legolas. The shadow was on top of Legolas trying to strangle him. Legolas tried to push the shadow off and noticed his eyes. They were blue, very similar to his own. He then recognized the body shape.


"Looke," he ventured.


"Legolas," a look of recognition came into the eyes. The strangling turned into a hug. 


The hobbits and Gimli stopped trying to pull Looke off of Legolas but watched him warily. The two elf princes stood up.


"Gimli, Merry and Pippin. This is my brother Looke. Looke these three are, well were part of the Fellowship of the Ring," Legolas introduced everyone.


Looking at his brother, Legolas noticed that Looke was covered in bruises and cuts and looked exhausted.


"What happened here Looke? Where is everyone?"


"We were attacked. An army of Dieders infiltrated the city. We were caught unprepared. We eventually drove them off but they had destroyed everything. Father and an army of warriors are fighting the Dieders, to keep them away from the city. All women, children and the ones who were injured or could not fight fled to the upper parts of the forest. Mother was injured, shot in the arm by an arrow. Helasse and Ainure are looking after her," explained Looke, "I am here to protect them as well as I can."


"What are Dieders?" asked Merry.


"Dieders are evil creatures who love to fight. They are a very dark green color and have slimy skin. They have red dots underneath their eyes. They attack many cities just for fun," explained Gimli, "I have met them once in my life. Our village was attacked by them but fortunately for us we were able to drive them away."


"Are Mother and Ainure alright?" asked Legolas.


"Yes they are both fine, actually they are in one of the rooms at the back of the castle. Ainure has missed you, as have we all."


A scream pierced the air.


"Ainure!" exclaimed Legolas.


"This way," said Looke.


The five of them ran towards the room the scream had come from. Legolas was in front, he flung open the door and found Helasse slumped against the wall unconscious and his Mother nursing her arm and trying to wake Helasse up. The Queen looked up.


"Legolas," she cried in relief.


He went over to her.


"What happened? Where is Ainure?" 

"Two Dieders came in. Helasse was tending to my wound and Ainure was looking out the window. She turned to look at me and the Dieders came in through the other window. One of them threw Helasse against the wall. The other pushed me to the floor. Before I could get up they had grabbed Ainure. She screamed and they took her out the window." Legolas rushed to the window. Looke rushed over to his mother while the hobbits and Gimli waited in the doorway.


"They are headed to the bridge. We must go after them." Legolas started for the door.


"Legolas," said his mother, "Good luck."


"Thank you." 


Helasse started to come around.


"Looke go with Legolas. Helasse and I will be fine here."


"Are you sure, Mother?" Looke asked.


"Yes."


Looke got up and followed Legolas.


The group got to the bank of the river and looked up at the bridge. The path which would have usually have led right up to the bridge was blocked and the group was unable to get to the bridge from the bank of the river.


"Stop!" called Legolas. The two Dieders were standing on the bridge having climbed up the poles, which steadied the whole structure. One was holding Ainure and had her hands tied behind her back.


"Legolas," she cried.


"Let her go," yelled Legolas.


"Ah, Prince Legolas Greenleaf. I did notice that you were not here when we first attacked Mirkwood. What a pleasure to see you," said the Dieder holding Ainure in a silky voice.


"I will not say that it is a pleasure to see you. Let Ainure go. If you hurt her I swear…"


"You swear what. You forget that you are down there and I am…" The Dieder was unable to finish his sentence as he suddenly fell over, a mysterious arrow in his back. The other Dieder looked at his companion and whispered something the group on the bank could not hear and sprinted as fast as he could away from the bridge. Unfortunately Ainure was right on the edge of the bridge and when the Dieder holding her fell, the momentum pushed her over the side of the bridge into the deep waters below.


"Ainure," Legolas yelled.


"Legolas," Ainure screamed as she fell.


She plunged into the dark waters. Ainure kicked attempting to propel herself up and out of the water, but all she managed to do was twist herself around and she became disorientated and did not know which way was up. As she had screamed all the way down she did not have enough air in her lungs and was slowly drifting into unconsciousness. `I love you Legolas,' she thought. On the surface, Legolas was trying to get to river so he could save Ainure. Looke, Gimli, Merry and Pippin were trying to hold him back.


"Legolas, no. Do you not see how the water is running? It would pull you under and away," said Looke.


"I have to get Ainure."


Underneath the water, Ainure was slipping into darkness. She noticed a figure swimming towards her, black flowing hair. Just before she surrendered to darkness Ainure saw a hand reaching for her. Then the darkness claimed her.
