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Summary:


The Renaissance was a period of roughly from 1050 to 1492 that saw phenomenal economic and scientific growth in Europe. Italy lead the way with the uncovering of ancient Greek knowledge and thus tried to imitate the ancient Greek greatness, but never tried to exceed it. Surpassing the Greeks came in a later age, the enlightenment. The Renaissance was an age of invention, for the printing press and clocks were invented during this period. Artists were also more respected, as the practice of patronage gave them power and money. A new economy emerged, starting from Italy, and started to flow throughout Europe. There was a basic classicism theme to the Renaissance, such as the fundamental beliefs in the individual, and a secular attitude toward life. However, the Renaissance decreased the power and rights of women.


In France, the Renaissance brought ideas about government and reform. After the Hundred Years War, Charles VII published the Pragmatic Sanction of Bourges, asserting national power over the Catholic church. This was a major breakthrough in the struggle between nations and the church, as the Sanction will lead to the Reformation. Charles also reformed the army, with the idea of government funded and permanent standing armies.

Influential People 

· Charles VII-First ruler after Hundred Years War. Signed Pragmatic Sanction Bourges. Established France's first permanent national standing army.

· Louis XI-"Spider King" Very sly and wily. Promoted new industries, such as silk weaving in France. Used the army to cut autocracy's power (the nobles). Captured new territories for France, such as Burgandy, Anjou, Bar, Maine, and Provence. Essentially, he created a united France. Laid the foundations of Royal Absolutism.

Important Events
· Pragmatic Sanction at Bourges-sealed the idea that the nation or country has more power than the church.

· Printing Press, invented ca. 1455

· Clocks were used in France by 1380

· Sistine Chapel by Michelangelo 1508-1512

Themes

· Humanism- This was a central idea to the Renaissance. It was derived from ancient Greek text and interpreted as know thyself and is coupled up with individualism. Humanism emphasized the importance of the individual and the view that life on Earth was much more important than life after death. Humanists devoted their time to the study of Latin classics.

· Classicism- This was the idea the Renaissance should be a rebirth of ancient Greek greatness, as Europe should emulate the accomplishments of ancient Greece. Classicism also refers to the uncovering Greek writers such as Homer or Euripides. 

· Secularism- This is the concern of the material world over the world of spirit. Secularism refers to the idea the humans should devote their time to enjoying life, not looking forward to obtaining salvation.

Quiz
1) What were the accomplishments of Charles VII? (Page 440)

2) Who was Charles' son? (Page 440)

4) What did the "Spider King", Louis XI, do to lay the foundations of royal absolutism?  

    (Page 441)                                          

4) Where did the Renaissance start? (Page 415)

5) What were the three main ideals of the Renaissance? (Page 420)

Now on to Reformation!

Reformation in France 

1400-1560
Review done by Arthur Chen

Summary:


Reform of the church was well under way after the late Middle Ages. The Babylonian Captivity and the Great Schism badly damaged the reputation of the Catholic church. During the Renaissance, humanists were calling for a reformation of the church to reduce and destroy the corruption in the church. During the Reformation, two main branches of a new church branched out: Calvinism and Lutheran Protestantism. These two new Christian churches had widely different views on anything ranging from religious dogma to the authority of the church.


The new churches were grouped together under the group called Protestantism. Lutheran was the most prominent, and it focused on the fact that God could be experienced by faith alone, and that the church is a spiritual priesthood of all believers, unlike the hierarchical institution of the Catholic church led by the Pope in Rome. Calvinism is based on the fact of predetermination, where salvation is already granted to select people when they were born. 


The Reformation was very important for it paved the way for the church's declining power in national governments. However, the Reformation didn't affect France much as France stayed pretty much Roman Catholic throughout the 1400's and the 1500's.

Influential People:

· Martin Luther: Luther was the one who wrote the Ninety-Five Theses and was the one who pioneered the first religion to break away from the Catholic church.

· John Calvin: Calvin started a church in Zurich, Switzerland called Calvinism and was based on the belief in predetermination. 

· Henry IV: He wrote the Edict of Nantes, granting Protestant worship in France.

· Huguenots: They were the Protestant minority living in France.

· Anabaptists: They were another Christian sect that believed in the idea of baptizing children again when they were adult.

Important Events:
· Edict of Nantes: This agreement from the government of Henry IV and Huguenots in France paved the way for Protestantism to take root in France.

· Counter-Reformation: The Counter-Reformation was an attempt by the Catholic church to reform its church and to convince Protestants to come back into believing in the pope. During this event, the Council of Trent was formed under Pope Paul III. This meeting of many different bishops and archbishops around Europe sought to unify the Catholic church and tackled problems concerning indulgences and other church corruption.

· Creation of the Jesuits and the Ulsurines

Themes:

· Indulgences: This was the main root problem of the Catholic Church. It is the selling of "forgiveness of sins".

· Tridentine Decrees: This law passed by the Council of Trent sought to root out ecclesiastical corruption and to suppress pluralism and simony. 

Quiz:

1) What was the Reformation, and what did it accomplish? (Page 453)

2) Name the different sects that evolved from the Reformation. (Page 455)

3) Who was Luther? (Page 453)

4) Who was John Calvin? (Page 467)

5) What was the Catholic Church's response the growing tide of Protestantism?

     (Page 475)

6) Identify the effects the Reformation had on the many different European countries.

    (Page 470)

7) Why did the France government stayed royal the Catholic Church?

Now on to the Enlightenment and the Scientific Revolution!

Scientific Revolution

(1500-1650)

& The Enlightenment
(1550-1750)

Review done by David Chen

Summary: 


The Scientific Revolution was the conversion between medieval thought toward a new world-view. Major developments were made in astronomy and physics. There were four main causes of the Revolution. In universities, science was able to emerge as a minor but distinct branch of philosophy. Aristotelian philosophy and Christian theologies on the makings of the world were demolished. Newton’s synthesis provided a new method in explaining the world in an antitraditional, antireligious manner. Many French philosophes applied the rationality of the Scientific Revolution to the human society. They believed that the scientific laws could be interpreted as fundamental laws of society. This view ultimate leads to the overthrowing of absolute monarchs and governmental reforms.

People, Books, Events:

 Aristotle (400 BC)


 Nicholas Copernicus (1473-1543)


 Tycho Brahe (1546-1601)


 Johannes Kepler (1571-1630)


 Galileo Galilei (1562-1642)


 Isaac Newton (1642-1727) Synthesis of scientists above!

French Philosophes:


 Rene Descartes (1596-1650) Systematic and mathematical approach to the human mind, “doubt everything,” Cartesian Dualism – “matter” and “mind”


 Bernard de Fontenelle (1657-1757) Sets out to make science witty and entertaining – Conversations on the Plurality of Worlds (1686)


 Pierre Bayle (1647-1706) Skeptic French Huguenot Historical and Critical Dictionary

 Baron de Montesquieu (1689-1755) The Persian Letters, The Spirit of Laws, promotes liberty and prevents tyranny.


 Voltaire (1694-1778) (Francois Marie Arouet) reformer, not a revolutionary, pessimistic, “human beings are very rarely worthy to govern themselves.”


 Denis Diderot (1713-1784) and Jean le Rond d’Alembert, editors of the Encyclopedia: The Rational Dictionary of the Sciences, the Arts, and the Crafts.

Themes: Philosophes – French word for “philosophers”


   Enlightenment – Toward new world view


   Absolutism – Absolute monarchs forced to rethink their ideals, reform was made possible.

Now on to the French Revolution!

French Revolution

1789-1799

Review done by Craig Palsson

Brief Summary


The French Revolution was a big moment in French history because it changed the absolute monarchy into a constitutional monarchy.  Inspired by the American Revolution, the French wanted to break through the confines of the old social order and run society through liberal policies.  A National Assembly was called and a constitution was drafted to limit the monarchy and allow all men equal rights.  Political parties were formed to ensure the constitution remained intact.  Robespierre and the Mountain instituted the Reign of Terror to root out the enemies of the state.  Although the revolution stirred nationalistic feelings within France, fear was brewing in the rest of Europe.  Conservatives did not want the liberal ideas to spread.  In 1794 Robespierre was killed, ending the radical stage of the revolution.  The Directory was formed to have legislative power and formed a weak monarchy.

Important People

Marquis de Lafayette – French pirate who helped the Americans in the revolution.  Returned to France in love with liberty.

Third Estate – anyone who was not nobility or clergy

Robespierre – leader of the Mountain.  Extreme radical who instituted the Reign of Terror to eliminate subversives

Burke – conservative leader who wrote against the French Revolution and defended inherited rights

Wollstonecraft – defender of French Revolution

Mountain – favored strong central government  with power to help the poor and control the economy

Girondists – favored decentralization of power

sans cullotes – working class of France

Important Events

National Assembly – the Third Estate meets to discuss new constitution

Tennis Court Oath – oath to not disband from Assembly until constitution was written

Storming of the Bastille – peasants raid the Bastille for weapons and gunpowder

Great Fear – fear of vagabonds and outlaws that fanned flames of revolution

Declaration of the Rights of Man – defined the rights and laws of France

Declaration of Pillnitz – Austria and Prussia threatened to intervene to save French monarchy

First Coalition – England, Spain, Netherlands, Austria, and Prussia form alliance to halt revolutionary ideas from spreading

Reign of Terror – the committee of Public Safety eliminates subversives

Thermidorian Reaction – Robespierre dies and the moderates gain control of National Contention and form the Directory

The Directory – group of five men who held the legislative power of France, weak dictatorship

Themes
Liberalism – liberty and equality for all men

Nationalism – homogeneous: national unity, heterogeneous: unity with the ethnic group

1. Quiz
2. What did Emmanuel Joseph Sieyes say in his pamphlet What Is the Third Estate? (700)

3. What was the purpose of the National Assembly? (699)

4. What influence did the Great Fear have on the rest of France? (702)

5. What were the rights defined in Declaration of the Rights of Man? (703)

6. Why were Burke and Wollstonecraft’s beliefs in conflict?  (705)

7. What event caused Austria and Prussia to issue the Declaration of Pillnitz? (706)

8. Why were the Girondists and the Mountains in opposition? (707)

9. For what reason was the Committee of Public Safety formed? (708)

10. What changes occurred after the death of Robespierre? (710)

11. What was the purpose of the Directory? (710,712)

Now on to the Napoleonic Era!

The Napoloeonic Era

1799-1815

Review done by Craig Palsson

Brief Summary


Although his reign only lasted sixteen years, Napoleon Bonaparte had a huge affect on French history.  Napoleon came into power to replace the weak dictatorship established by the Directory.  He gained the support of the masses and unified France.  He then continued to conquer Europe.  Napoleon was defeated by the Quadruple Alliance after conquering nearly all of Europe.  He was exiled to Elba, when in a year he escaped.  He attempted to re-conquer Europe, but was defeated by the allies at Waterloo after the Hundred Days.  He was imprisoned until death and the Napoleonic Era ended.

Important People
Napoleon Bonaparte – military leader who stirred nationalistic feelings to gain support

Second Coalition – Russia, Austria, Prussia, and Great Britain against Napoleon

Alexander I – tsar of Russia, allowed Napoleon to conquer Prussia to keep Russia in peace

Quadruple Alliance – alliance between Austria, Prussia, Russia, and Great Britain

Important Events
Napoleonic Reforms – free public education, Bank of France, Napoleonic Code, Concordat of 1801

Napoleonic Code – re-established patriarchal society, undid some reforms of the French Revolution

Concordat of 1801 – French Catholics practice freely, government nominated bishops

Battle of Trafalgar – Napoleon defeated by Spain and France, deciding factor in Napoleon not conquering Great Britain

German Confederation of the Rhine – the Holy Roman Empire was destroyed by Napoleon, Napoleon reforms the states

Treaties of Tilsit – Prussia lost half of its population but Russia remained in peace

Grand Empire – the territories that Napoleon had conquered, France and surrounding areas, satellite kingdoms, allied states of Austria, Prussia, and Russia

First revolt – occurred in Spain in opposition of Spain as a satellite of France

Constitutional Charter – established constitutional monarchy in France after Napoleon

Hundred Days – period after Napoleon escaped Elba and attempted to re-conquer Europe

Battle of Waterloo – Napoleon defeated by allies and imprisoned for life

Themes
Nationalism – the people saw themselves as one group rather than individual classes

1. Quiz

2. What was the general opinion of the Directory? (712)

3. What was Sieyes view after the French Revolution and what is its significance? (712)

4. How did Napoleon gain control over the Catholic Church? (713)

5. What were the different treaties made and what effects did they have on Europe? (715)

6. Why was Spain the first to revolt against Napoleon? (717)

7. What battle did Napoleon loose that cost him hundreds of thousands of soldiers and caused him to retreat? (718)

8. Who defeated Napoleon and exiled him to Elba? (718)

9. What did Louis XVIII establish after Napoleon was imprisoned? (718)

Now on to Industrial Revolution/Modern Times!

Industrial Revolution and Modern Times

1815- about 1900

Review done by Maurice Diesendruck

Summary:


The Industrial Revolution was very important because it was the rise of capitalism, overseas expansion, and industrial economy. Technology and equipment evolved for more efficiency. New attitudes of child labor and factory legislation led to a sense of class feeling and labor movement. Balance of power among European nations was critical and countries struggled with new ideologies, which led to reform and revolution. A sprawling growth of cities with urban life during the industrial growth led to the secularization of the Western world-view. Out of the challenge for dual revolution and emerging urban civilization the age of nationalism arose. Nationalism was used by rulers to assuage tension within the nation; however, the nationalistic feeling led to bitter, brutal competition between states eventually leading to World War 1.

People:
James Hargreaves- 
invented cotton spinning jenny

Richard Arkwright- 
invented water frame

Samuel Crompton- 
made alternative method of water frame; took more power than arm could supply

Edmund Cartwright-
invented power loom to save on labor costs

Thomas Savery-
invented primitive steam engine

Thomas Newcomen
invented primitive steam engine

James Watt-
improved Newcomen’s steam engine

John Wilkinson-
cannonmaker

Henry Cort-
developed puddling furnace

George Stephenson-
built effective locomotive; Rocket
Joseph M. W. Turner-
painter during industrial revolution

Claude Monet-
painter during industrial revolution

Isambard Kingdom Brunel-
railway engineer

Thomas Brassey-
railway engineer

Thomas Malthus-
critical of effects of industrial revolution (economically)

David Ricardo-
economist; critical of industrial revolution

John Maynard Keynes-
economist “we are all dead in the long run” on bad effects of the industrial revolution

Fritz Harkort-
German business entrepreneur, “Watt of Germany”

Friedrich List-
dedicated nationalist
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**The French**:

Charles Talleyrand-
foreign French minister during the European balance of power affair around 1815

Louis XVIII-
ruled after Napoleon I; made Constitutional Charter, replaced by Charles X

Saint-Simon-
Utopian socialist; moralistic

Charles Fourier-
Utopian socialist; self sufficient communities

Louis Blanc-
Utopian socialist; practical

Pierre Joseph Proudhon-
Utopian socialist; property is theft

Michelet-
nationalism

Balzac, Flaubert, Zola-
Realist movement

Victor Hugo-
Romantic poet; writer; drama

Dupin-
George Sand; romantic novelist

Eugene Delacroix-
romantic painter; master of dramatic emotions

Charles X-
reactionary; “three glorious day” gov’t collapsed

Louis Phillipe-
succeeded Charles X; didn’t effect much, led to revolution of 1848

Casimis Perier-
Charles X’s chief minister; nothing had changed 

Alexis de Tocqueville-
moderate republican author; wrote on conflict in 1830-50’s

Francois Arago-
astronomer

General Louis Cavaignac-
led army in “June Days” massacre

Louis Napoleon (III)-
succeeded uncle after revolutions of 1848; built strong national state w/ universal male suffrage; was evolving state in democratic direction

Adolphe Thiers-
National Assembly politician in late 1870’s; destroyed Paris Commune

Leon Gambetta-
Italian; moderate republican leader in France; time of Thiers

Alfred Dreyfus-
convicted of treason, found innocent; republicans backed him in France

Events: (don’t know what’s French what’s not)

Industrial Revolution

Invention of spinning equipment

Discovery of steam engine 

Railroad growth

Mines Act of 1842

Congress of Vienna 1815

Romantic Movement

Constitutional Charter of 1814

Revolution of 1830

Revolution of 1848

Themes:

Industrialization 

European balance of power

Conservatism

Socialism (by itself, Marxian, Utopian)

Liberalism

Nationalism

Romanticism

Modernization

Revisionism


