“Choosing Teaching As A Career”

Mark Twain once said, “I have never let my schooling interfere with my education.”  As most people discover throughout their schooling, some classes promote much more academic and personal growth than others.  When I think back to my most rewarding classroom experiences, those classes were led by teachers who sought not only to cover the curriculum, but also challenged their students to think for themselves.   There were spirited class discussions and the teachers were readily available for students who needed additional support.  I fondly remember my seventh grade English teacher, Ms. Wittlinger, whose calm demeanor and lively lessons always engaged her students.   My most vivid memory of her class was the time we read Shakespeare’s The Tempest and were asked to act out parts of the play.  While I watched a student playing the role of Caliban, walking hunched over as he delivered his lines, the play came to life for me.  It was then that my lifelong love for Shakespeare began.  Some day, I hope that my lessons have the same impact on my students as Ms. Wittlinger’s lessons had on me.    

My goal, once I become an English teacher, is to create a relaxed, professional environment in which my students will welcome challenging assignments that foster creative thinking.  By combining pedagogical techniques, such as authentic assessment and higher order questioning, with today’s technology, and learning through performance, I will motivate my students to develop an appreciation for literature and become more competent readers and writers.  In my classroom, students will not only be asked to respond to my questions, but will be expected to formulate their own.  Those students, who are too embarrassed to ask questions in class, will be encouraged to make their inquiries before or after class/school. I will most importantly teach my students that there is no such thing as a “stupid” question.  The only exception to that is the question that is never asked.  As Rudyard Kipling once said,

“I keep six honest serving-men

    (They taught me all I knew);

 Their names are What and Why and When

     And How and Where and Who.”

 I will be readily available to my students in order to ensure their academic success.  I will strive to make them hungry for knowledge and provide them with the tools they need to achieve their goals.  It is my intention to move away from instructional techniques, which focus on rote-memorization, and other teaching methods, such as “assign and tell,” which discourage students from reading on their own.  Instead, I will concentrate on student-centered learning and inter-active methods of instruction, such as learning through technology and performance, which will not only engage my students, but will reinforce a multi-dimensional approach to learning.  My students will have constant communication with each other, as well as with me, through the use of my classroom Web site.  Links to various sites, Internet discussion boards, and active use of e-mail, will provide students with multiple resources for obtaining information and completing assignments.  Presently, my Web site, http://www.geocities.com/kzysler/portfolio.html, is a work-in-progress, which corresponds with my college coursework.  However, once I become an English teacher, I will design my Web site in a way which will best enhance the learning and knowledge of my students.

