
The issue of what makes a successful English teacher is one that is multi-faceted.  An exemplary English teacher is one who encompasses a wide spectrum of qualities, such as a rich knowledge of the subject area and an ability to convey his/her ideas in a logical and intelligible manner.  A notable teacher continuously seeks out new information with a realization that the attainment of knowledge is not a stagnant, but rather an ever-evolving process, has a genuine concern for others’ beliefs and interests, and has a desire to share his/her ideas and knowledge in exciting and unique ways.  Throughout my field experience this semester, I have observed various teachers, who possess many attributes of a successful English teacher.


To begin with, I observed a middle school teacher who displayed respect and consideration towards all of her students, regardless of their gender, religion, or ethnic background.  This is crucial for allowing students to feel that they are important.  Another way in which this teacher showed a concern for her students is by selecting a novel that they could relate to.  The novel was set in a town, which is ten minutes away from the location of the school.  Therefore, since students could immediately identify with certain aspects of the novel, this piqued their interest in the reading.  During class, the teacher would read aloud, in order to help her inclusion students, who have decoding difficulties, understand the material more effectively.   Often, this teacher would stop the lesson and ask questions regarding the content of the novel in order to ensure proper comprehension.  The teacher would also point out unfamiliar words or phrases and explain them to her students.  I also observed a parent-teacher conference, in which all of the subject area teachers of a particular student met with the student’s mother, in order to discuss his placement for the following school year.  Prior to this meeting, the “team” teachers met and discussed that student’s progress, in order to properly evaluate his academic growth.  Finally, this teacher also displayed a concern for her students’ personal lives and conveyed a feeling of empathy towards many of their unfortunate familial situations.  One student in particular wrote about bullying and how it can lead to suicide in a mock “Dear Abby” assignment.  When I showed the teacher the student’s writing, the teacher informed me of the student’s personal struggle with the attempted suicide of her sister.  This teacher obviously cared about her student and was already aware of the situation, which was being dealt with by proper authorities.  Genuine concern for students’ personal conflicts is not a common trait in most people, but one that this teacher obviously possesses.


Another teacher that I observed, at the high school level, displayed the qualities of an excellent teacher as well.  This teacher works in a “high needs” school and is sensitive to the issues of her students’ ethnic variation.  Her incorporation of the novel, The Color of Water, reflects this sensitivity and appreciation for their differences.  This teacher is also concerned with finding material on the students’ reading level, so that they can learn, without being overwhelmed.  Furthermore, before exams, the teacher makes sure to review all information that is pertinent to the exam, in order to aid students’ results.  The teacher prepares material ahead of time and does not pretend to have all of the answers.  If students ask questions that she is unsure of, she researches the answers and promptly reports her findings to her students.  This teacher is also readily available to her students for moral support and helps her students with relationship issues.  The teacher’s room is a safe-haven, as well as a source of comfort for many students, who go there during their lunch or free periods.  During this time, students discuss issues of interest to them, such as music, and can correlate the message of certain lyrics with issues that pertain to their lives or the lessons in class.


Overall, my experiences in the field have broadened my vision for what is expected in a teacher and for what is considered going beyond mere expectations.  A teacher who contributes most to his/her students is one who can effectively combine his/her knowledge, planning skills, and respect/concern for others in a productive fashion, while still maintaining his/her students’ interests.  I will take all of the necessary steps to ensure that I exceed mere expectations and allow my students to truly benefit from being a part of my class.

