
I am writing this letter from the Emmanuel International (EI) headquarters in Stouffville, Ontario where I am one and a half weeks into my four and a half weeks of training for my internship in Mangochi, Malawi.  Some of you may have already heard about by internship, or guessed that this is what I want to do, but for many it will probably come as a surprise.  When I began university at Calvin College in Grand Rapids, Michigan I was enrolled in the mechanical engineering program.  Where I am today is a long ways from that starting point, and I have God to thank for that.  As I was doing my devotions half way through my first semester at Calvin, just two weeks before I met with my advisor to choose my second semester classes, I felt that God was calling me to drop engineering and trust in him that he would show me where to go and what to do.  This was a major step for me, not only because I loved engineering but also because I have always preferred to have control over my life and to know exactly what I am going to do next.  I struggled with God’s will in my life for three weeks before I eventually turned my career choices over to God and dropped engineering.  For the next year I sought God’s call on my life without getting any real direction, so I took classes ranging from French, to theology, to Pre-Modern European history.  It wasn’t until half way through my second year at Calvin that I began to get a sense of what God wanted me to do.  I began taking political science classes at Calvin, focusing first on international relations and eventually on third world development.

When I graduated from Calvin just a little over a month ago I wasn’t really sure where this degree would take me.  I felt God calling me to development work in Africa, but development work is an incredibly broad field being carried out by a wide variety of organizations.  After talking to several staff members at the Christian Reformed World Relief Committee -- the relief, development, and educational ministry of the Christian Reformed Church -- I decided to look into doing an internship through the Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA) which runs a youth internship program for university graduates.  It was on their website that I first came across EI and their internship position.  EI impressed me immediately, with their vision as a Christian organization to work through local churches, and over the last couple of weeks I have only become even more impressed with their organization.  They are a deeply Christian organization truly seeking to do God’s work in the world.  I knew I was in the right place when they opened and closed the interview with a very real and sincere prayer that God’s will be done.

Most of the positions I was applying to were with non-Christian organizations so I am very excited to be working with an organization like EI, and the last couple of weeks have only served to confirm that this is the place God wants me.  I’m still not entirely sure what I will be doing at the end of my internship, which is only nine months, but I am stepping into this internship with the knowledge that God had a plan and the faith that God will let me know what that plan is when the time comes.


Training is going well.  Over the last week and a half I have crammed several years worth of knowledge: language training, training in cross cultural engagement and how to deal with culture shock, training in the doctrine of EI and their theology of missions, and a hundred other things.  Their training course is focused on developing the skills and knowledge necessary to survive in a very different cultural setting, and have been continually impressed by how much they do to prepare us for our work.

As for who EI is and what they do, they are a truly international and interdenominational organization, with projects in eleven different countries around the world where they partner with churches from the ____ in ____ to the ______ in _______.  They describe themselves as an interdenominational evangelical Christian development organization which seeks to encourage, strengthen, and assist churches worldwide to meet the physical and spiritual needs of the poor in accordance with the Holy Scriptures, and their moto is “transforming lives for now and for eternity.”

I will be working with the ____ church in Malawi as a monitoring and evaluations assistant.  I will be working closely with the relief department to assist in developing survey tools to use in monitoring and evaluating projects and programs in this sector, and will begin to develop a training manual.  The goal is to assist the relief department in developing a standard monitoring and evaluation protocol for relief activities, which will involve developing surveys, assisting in training those conducting the survey, and developing a program which can be used in future relief programs.  To do this I will be posted in Mangochi, Malawi.  Malawi is a landlocked former British colony in Eastern Africa, sandwiched between Mozambique, Tanzania, and Zambia. 
