Supermarket Survey Summary:

More Follow-up Necessary:




(14)

Asian’s Best

616-827-0717

They sometimes have very small amounts of fresh fruits and vegetables.  Language issues.


D & W Stores


(616) 940-3580

(Corporate Office)

I was referred to the corporate office where I could only get an answering machine.  No return call.


D’Amicos Food Market


(616) 363-4911

Busy.  Call back later


Duthler’s Family Food


(616) 774-0788

(Corporate Office)

I was referred to the corporate office where I could only leave a message.  No return call.


Elis Shell Auto Wash Inc


(616) 451-2292

(“Pete” – Manager”)


(616) 364-6003

Some small amounts of fresh vegetables (tomatoes and onions…).


Family Fare


(616) 878-2000

(Corporate Office)

I was referred to the corporate office where I could only leave a message.  No return call.


Galewood Foods


(616) 245-7291

The person I spoke to said they do not sell fresh fruits or vegetables, but there were language issues.  Call back later and try to speak to the manager (“Gary”).


Grocery & Bakery Adis


(616) 245-3423

I spoke to a manager/owner who thought it was a sales pitch and hung up.


Hoa Binh Oriental Foods


(616) 452-6711

Serious language barrier.  Spoke to the owner, he claimed they were closed.  Almost certainly need to visit in person.


La Vencedor Mexican Groceries


(616) 245-6640

From the name I would assume that they have fresh produce, but they claim not to.  I am suspicious enough to recommend checking it out in person.


My Food Market


(616) 456-7690

(Bill Fuhs)

Haven’t been able to reach Bill Fuhs yet.  No information.


Olympic Market


(616) 243-5525

They have a very small section of fresh fruits and vegetables.  Language issues, try later for a manager.


Rodriguez Supermarket


(616) 246-0970

(April – Manager)

Haven’t been able to reach the manager.  No information.


Speyer’s Farm Market


(616) 455-7390

They are a farmers market not a grocery store.  I’m sure they carry fresh produce when it is in season, but they are closed right now.

Affirmative Response:




(4)


Forest Hills Foods Inc


(616) 949-0240


Jeff Vandenberg ext. 301
(Owner)

- They sell  fresh fruits and vegetables, they have 45,000 square feet of grocery retail space, Waste Management handles all their garbage and food waste, Jeff estimates that 25% or more of their waste is food waste (because they recycle things like their cardboard), they send their day-olds to God’s kitchen but they still have considerable amounts of food waste from their deli and produce sections, that food waste is already separated, picked up once every ten days.

- Definitely interested in composting if we can pick it up for them.  Showed an interest in hearing more about composting initiatives in other communities.


Madison Family Market


(616) 248-4155


(616) 878-2000

(Cary Otwell – actually from Spartan Stores wholesale)

- They sell fresh produce and they have a good deal of food waste from that, but they send it all to God’s Kitchen – including food which has gone bad (they let God’s Kitchen sort out what is salvageable and what isn’t).  All they have is food waste from the meat department – mainly bones, but also fat and meat scraps.  This food waste is already separated.  Their food waste is held in 20 Gal. cans, which are collected every two weeks at a cost of about $68 per pickup (for a total cost of about $1,768 per year).  They would be interested in a composting program, but only for the food waste from the meat department which we may or may not be able to use.


Save-A-Lot Food Centers


(616) 452-0363

(Jim Rathbun)

They sell fresh fruits and vegetables, their food waste is a small percentage of their overall waste, they do not currently separate their food waste, and their garbage is picked up three times a week.  They would definitely be interested in a composting project, and he asked for further information.


Supermercado Mexico Co


(616) 245-7443

(no particular contact)

They sell fresh fruits and vegetables, their food waste is separated, but they have to mix it with their garbage to have it hauled away, waste management deals with all their waste, and they have their waste picked up twice a week.  They would be interested in a composting program, and would probably be interested in receiving further information.

Already Reuse Food Waste:




(2)

El Matador Tortilla Factory


(616) 241-1121

They give all their food waste to a cattle farmer who picks it up from their factory and uses it in his cattle feed.


Meijer


(616) 453-6711

(Corporate Office)

I was referred to the corporate office.  Meijers backhauls their food waste to the Lansing distribution center where the food waste either goes to the red cross or a pig farm.

Not Interested:
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Gordon Food Services


(616) 956-6098


(616) 530-7000 

(Corporate Office)

- The GFS Marketplaces deal mostly in processed products, but they do have a small section of fresh fruit and vegetables (around 10 square feet).  They sometimes have food waste from that fresh produce section, but not much and they always just throw it into the dumpster.

- The store manager seemed interested, since it wouldn’t involve much extra work for him, but he referred me to the corporate office.  At the corporate office I talked to someone who admitted he was not the person to talk to, but he spoke to me anyways, and he said GFS is not interested at this time.  We might still be able to get them to participate if we have more detailed information on the advantages for them and more details about the project in general (especially information about the frequency and cost of the pickup of food waste). 


La Principal Foods


(616) 241-6656

They are a very small family owned store with a very small fresh produce section.  They don’t have any food waste from their fresh produce because if it looks like they won’t sell something before it goes bad they just take it home and eat it.


Mediterranean Island Foods Inc


(616) 281-8151

They sell fresh produce, and any fresh produce which goes bad is simply thrown in the dumpster, but they are not interested in a composting project at this time.  Definitely worth trying again when there is something more concrete or an already running composting program.


Roosevelt Market


(616) 243-1464

They have a relatively small fresh fruits and vegetables section, but they do have some food waste from it which is thrown in the dumpster.  The manager would be interested, but the owners would not.  If we have a program already running, and if we can provide it at no extra cost, then they might be interested, but otherwise not.  

No Phone Number:





(4)

· Portalis World Market

· Sinaloa Food Market

· Super Market El Latino

· True Front Foods

No Answer and No Answering Machine:


(3)

· Canteen Food Service:  

(616) 235-8421
<might be seasonal>

· El Quetzal:



(616) 241-3423
<listed as a grocery retail>

· Santo Domingo Grocery Store
(616) 246-1085
<listed as a grocery retail>

No Fresh Produce or Not a Grocery Store:

(38)

· 11 Ionia Enterprises Inc

(No Number)

· 28th St C Store:


(616) 942-8290

· Alger Quick Stop


(616) 452-6589

· B & B Beverage Centers

(616) 454-4697

· Big Apple Market


(616) 827-1149

· Cascade C Store


(616) 942-2750 

· Charlies



(616) 453-8131

· Commercial Risk Services

(No Number)

· Complete Food Service Solutions
(No Number)

· Dales Party Line Inc


(616) 361-5807

· Express Liquor


(No Number)

· Food For Illiterate


(616) 742-0176

· Food Quest Group


(616) 336-5488.

· Fred Meyer Stores Inc


(No Number)

· Fulton Heights Foods Inc

(616) 243-5438

· Gator Foure Inc 


(No Number)

· India House



(616) 243-9857

· Joe’s Party Store


(616) 534-2401

· Kids Food Basket


(No Number) 

· Klean 4 Less



(No Number)

· Late Shop Market


(616) 531-9449

· Lowandoskis Market


(616) 454-2281

· Leyen and Son Meats


(616) 454-3057

· Market Access Group


(616) 957-5966

· Market Technologies


(616) 827-9543

· Muller’s Shoe Stores


(616) 942-9351

· Pine Ridge Christian Hospital

(616) 455-2522

· Plainfield Quick Mart


(616) 364-6414

· Royal Blue Inc


(No Number)

· RW Assoc Inc



(No Number)

· Samis Party Store


(616) 451-2711

· Shell




(No Number)

· Spartan Stores Inc


(616) 878-2000

· Tiny Giant Stores Inc


(616) 538-8510

· Tom Thumb Services


(616) 261-4486

· Urartu International Foods

(616) 241 2777

· Willies Foods



(616) 245-3317

· Ziggy’s Specialty Beverages

(616) 361-2782

