To Whom It May Concern,


My name is Michael Botting, from the West Michigan Environmental Action Council (WMEAC), and I am writing to inform you of two initiatives which we are currently pursuing.  The first is a local food initiative.  We are working to create a system to connect local farmers with local restaurants and cafeterias, with the goal of providing affordable local alternatives to large supermarket chains or foodservices.  The second initiative is a food waste composting initiative.  Our goal is to work with local composters, who are already composting yard waste and other carbon wastes, to create an affordable food waste composting system.  I am writing to assess the interest in these initiatives and to get feedback on how we can best tailor these programs to the needs of local institutions such as yours, as well as identifying an addressing any concerns you might have.


If you could very briefly let us know whether your are interested in either initiative that would be greatly appreciated, and we also always appreciate any extra feedback we can get on local needs and concerns.  If you would like to learn more about WMEAC or our initiatives, or if you would like to learn more about the economic and environmental advantages of local food and food waste composting, we would be more than happy to speak to you or send you more information.  You can contact us by phone at (616) 451-3051, by e-mail at tcary@wmeac.org, or by mail at:

West Michigan Environmental Action Council
1514 Wealthy St. SE - Suite 280
Grand Rapids, MI 49506

Thank you for your time, and thank you for helping us to better understand how we can tailor our programs to serve local institutions such as yours.




Thank you,




Michael Botting

Locally grown foods provide many advantages over these supermarket chains or foodservices:  buying locally strengthens regional economies and supports family farms, it preserves the local landscape and helps to foster an sense of community, it lowers emissions by shortening shipping distances, and last but certainly not least it provides delicious, fresh from the field food.

Every day thousands of pounds of food waste are thrown away, eventually finding their way to garbage dumps, but food waste can be composted and used to create valuable products.  

