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2002-2003 is a special school year, in which I experienced the important life lesson from God that I had never dreamed of, “Love, Care and Understanding” in this global world. I really learnt to share and build a world of people with “Understanding, Care and Love” especially with my colleagues. Here below, I will share and reflect what, how and why I have done in the following points:


· Feeling of the Instructional Philosophy and Goals

· Strategies and Methods Used for the Whole Year

· Curriculum for the Whole Year

· Some Lesson Plans for MASTER skills

· Independent Language Learning Program Plan - ILLP

· Material and Resources Developed and Used in the Classroom

· Other Duties apart from teaching

· Statement of Lessons Learned –Self Evaluation
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As I mentioned in my proposal hand-in September, 2002 for managing changes for students with literacy difficulties in IVE, our students have five major sources of difficulties in coping with the learning. That are 

· Lack of confidence, 

· Limited writing, reading, speaking, listening skills

· Lack of purposes and personal motivation of learning

· Lack of practices

· Lack of the recognition of the importance of leaning

According to my observation and personal contact with them throughout these nine months, our students are extremely lack of purposes, personal motivation and recognition of the importance of learning. The most important, they don’t have their own meaning of life; they don’t seem love life because life to them is torture, bitterness, pain, scariness, meaningless, hopeless, emptiness and fear which surfaced out especially after the outbreak of SARs. From time to time, I myself seem to have this pessimistic view of life as theirs and other teachers’. What and how I have done for this year to walk with my students and colleagues for our life journey in experiencing unhappiness, frustration, worry, despair, even lost, but also happiness, surprise and excitement in different circumstances? Personally, I had learned more than last year in achieving not only five objectives of IVE in teaching and learning English, a foreign language, but also experiencing the way of forming, re-forming and re-constructing our life values system and my teaching philosophy to share and build a world of people with “Understanding, Care and Love”
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There were many great changes throughout the year, which were caused by many factors out of our control. The most important was the influence of the SARs on our teaching and learning. Of course, the predictable and unpredictable changes in the formats and content for the four Assessments and four quizzes had already levied unlimited stress and discomfort among students and teachers. In short, the whole course was too examination-driven or continuous assessment-driven in which 90% of the mark was taken account by the performance in the “Quizzes”, “Test” and “Examination”; even the Independent Language Learning Program (ILLP) which was aimed to be benchmarked in next year levied unlimited stress on students and teachers at the end of semester. It was undeniable that all teachers were forced to drill the students to meet the requirement of the Institute. They transferred their own stress to students because they were afraid of being fired because of the poor performance in self-learning and poor results in cross-campus assessment of our students.  Am I joining team to torture our students in teaching and learning, which may not result in good learning and teaching performance? Nonetheless, I still had prepared and developed my lessons under my plan and strategies, which I stated in the Work Plan.

1. Competency–based approach

I followed the competency approach as stated in the IVE teaching and learning package in helping students to learn Vocational English which enables them to work smoothly and better in workplace. Additionally, I used Whole language approach and 6-Step MASTER approach to enhance students’ ability by acquire life meaning from different contexts and balancing students’ ability in critical, analytical sense and thought. There were some lessons plan drafted here for sharing with other educationists who liked to integrate the MASTER approach in their learning and teaching.

2. Tasks based

I planned and developed all worksheet mainly with a complete meaning of life or central theme under the Whole Language Approach, so that students could acquire not only language, but also general knowledge and socio-cultural knowledge within the context. In my preliminary plan, I cut the four themes of last year down to three themes, namely, Entertainment industry, Tourism and Information Technology.  I drew my simple curriculum used for this year with Theme/Sub-theme, Unit, Text type and Activities based on the last year teaching. I had written three teaching and learning packages for this year.

3. Workplace Practice

In term of workplace practice, I encouraged my students to have general knowledge and real contact with the three industries. There were both formal and informal visit with these businesses by reading some web sites. For instance, they needed to read some biographies of singers and artists, they needed to visit the web site of Hong Kong Tourist Association for tourism; they needed to make the movie by integrating the computer and Internet skills. These activities mainly were conducted and included in the ILLP package developed for this year.

4. Learner-Centred

Classroom activities were designed for students, as they were our hosts. More students talk strategies were still adopted. In which, they were given a lot of chances for discussion, mind mapping, role-play, drama and presentation. There were quite a lot of impressive moment which let me astonished the creativity, critical and analytical thought, organization power of our IVE students. Although some students commented the difficulties of the presentation, but they also expressed their joy and learning through the presentation of “Road to succeed”, “10 traits of successful students/singers/husband”, “Concert of Neil Diamond” and ” Itinerary Plan for Tourist.”


5. Self-access facilities 

In term of self-learning, I believe students need more guideline to develop from emergent learners to mature learners. Hence I drafted an ILLP plan with them. The ILLP plan included 30 weeks work. I introduced this ILLP to them at the beginning of the semester by PowerPoint and worked with them during this school year. 

This ILLP plan included two main streams. In Stream One, they were requested to do a bi-weekly newspaper cutting. Within this newspaper cutting, they needed to do three parts. Part One is Vocabulary; Part Two is 5-W Questioning; Part Three is Summary. It aimed to enhance their reading skills, critical skills, analytical skills and organization power. In general, most students improved in their reading skills, critical skills and organization power through the correcting and re-correcting their own mistakes every week. 

In Stream Two, students were requested to do each week different reading, speaking, writing and listening tasks, which were centralized on the three themes, Entertainment, Tourism and Information Technology. It aimed to enhance their knowledge of these three industries. It also helped students build up their autonomy and self-awareness of their own strengths and weaknesses in four micro-skills.

However, as the time passed, some students felt their stress of test, quizzes and examination that they had to use their CILL time for revision of the teaching and learning of test, quizzes and examination. They didn’t have enough time to enjoy their own independent learning. It was especially worse after the outbreak of SARs. They were forced to learn and revise some grammar materials existed in Cill room.


6. Authentic materials
I had adapted and developed three TLP with authentic materials acquired from different parts of the world for learners of same level through Internet. It included Entertainment, Tourism and Information Technology. Each package may have articles, poems, role-play scripts, newspaper and case study.  It included an integration of listening, speaking, reading and writing tasks for students.


in 

Foundation Diploma of Business

in 

IVE

	Theme/sub-theme
	Unit
	Text Type
	Activities

	1. Entertainment industry

· Shop talk 

· Job and occupation

· Formal Letter

· Showbusiness as a career 

· Interview 
	U1-Shop talk

U2-Open for business

U3-Describing products

U4-People and jobs
	Factual text: – 

Biography, Newspaper, Interview Form, Enquiry Letter, Reply to enquiry letter

Literary text –

Diamante Poem

Biographical Poem

Drama Script 

Role play script 

Songs – 

· I want to live

· I watch you Sleeping

· Bread and Rose 

· Change the World
· Words
	Teacher Demonstration

Reading & Writing: -

· Scanning and Skimming

· Cloze Passage

· Fill in blank

Speaking: -

· Role play

· Group Discussion

· Drama

· Singing

· Presentation

Listening: -

· Poem Recitation

· Songs Appreciation and sharing

Writing: - 

· Mind Map 

· Calligraphy and Penmanship

· Process Writing –
Autobiographical Poem and Autobiography

· Enquiry Letter/Reply to enquiry

	2 Tourism

· Hong Kong tourism 

· Traveling

· Training hotel 

· Hotel Reception 1 & 2

· Direction 

· Telephoning – Booking a room, Hotel and Accommodation

· Confirming Itinerary


	U5- In company

U6 - Contacts

U7- Travel arrangements

U8 - Publicity
	Factual text: – 

Newspaper, Itinerary, Menu, Tourist guide, Tourist Information, Business Plan

Literary text –

· Drama Script,
· Role play script
· Songs:
· Holiday

· American Child

· Amazon

· Rocky Mountain High
· Alaska and Me
· Sing Australia
· Massachusetts

· Street of London

· Sunshine on my shoulders

· Alaska and me

· Orinoco Flow

· I’ve Gotta Get a Message to you
	Teacher Demonstration

Reading & Writing: -

· Scanning and Skimming

· Cloze Passage

· Fill in blank

· Multiple Choice

· Critical Reading Skills-Organization

Speaking: -

· Role play

· Group Discussion

· Drama

· Presentation-Itinerary Plan

· Singing

· Games

Listening: -

· Poem Recitation

· Songs

Writing: - 

· Letter of Introducing Itinerary 

· Invitation Letter / Reply to Invitation

	4 Information Technology - Computer and Internet

· All you need to know, on your wrist

· Cyber-Competition-Microsoft

· Linux powers smart phone

· Cyber Competition – Linux

· How I beat bill Gates 

· Linus Vs Microsoft

· Cyber cafes to boost learning

· Cyber-Dating, Techno-chat

· A hi-tech brew

· Cyber Crime

· China acts on net “addicts”

· Broadband in China faces hurdles

· Information Technology I- China Motion Telecom
	U9 - A world of information

U10 - In production

U11 - Good relations

U12 -Personal development
	Factual text: – 

Newspaper, Report, Press Release, Interview

Literary text –

· Drama Script, 
· Role play script – Techno-Chat
· Songs –
· Far Away Places

· Loose Talk Costs Lives
· Technicolor Dreams

	Teacher Demonstration

· Storytelling

Reading & Writing: -

· Scanning and Skimming

· Cloze Passage

· Fill in blank

· Multiple Choice

· True and false

· Vocabulary

Speaking: -

· Role play

· Group Discussion

· Presentation

· Conference 

· Pair work

Listening: -

· Songs

Writing: - 

· Report

· Enquiry Letter

· Project




Integration of 

Reading, Speaking and Writing

with Learning Maps
Theme: 

Students learn the characters of successful people.

Curriculum Areas: 

Critical Reading and Writing Skills – Learning Maps
Objectives:

· Students have the chance to learn MASTER skills. It includes

· M: Mind

· A: Acquire the Information

· S: Search the life meaning

· T: Trigger the memory

· E: Exhibit what they know

· R: Review

· Students will have an in-depth learning of creative thinking and reading skills through learning maps.

· Students have the chance to practise the drawing of one learning map themselves by reading one article given that is “What are the 10 traits of successful people?”

· Students are able to enhance their critical reading skill by sharing their understanding of the article, “What are the 10 traits of successful people?” and then drawing the learning map as a team of 4 students.

· Students have the chance and free choice of topics to draw their own mind maps of “The 10 traits of successful teacher/students/businessman/father/mother/singer/social worker”, or any other career.
· Students have the chance to exhibit their understanding of the topics by presentation of the two learning maps, “What are the 10 traits of successful people?” and “The 10 traits of successful teacher/students/businessman/father/mother/singer/social worker”.

· Students will know the functions of introduction for an essay. They will learn eight methods and strategies to write introduction. They will practise the writing of introduction through the examples, “The 10 traits of successful teacher/students/businessman/father/mother/singer/social worker”.

· Students have the chance to know the functions of conclusion for an essay. They will learn eight methods and strategies to write conclusion. They will practise the writing of conclusion through the examples, “The 10 traits of successful teacher/students/businessman/father/mother/singer/social worker”.
Methods and Strategies:
Lesson 1 – MASTER Reading Skills  

· Teacher will explain and teach what MASTER Skills are. The focus of the skills is how to acquire the information in the information explosion world. It starts from getting the big picture and core idea, noting what they know, quizzing the subject by 5W questions and using V.A.K attack. 

· Teacher will also explain and teach the Analytical Thinking Skills, which includes Checklist, Problem Solving Skills and Deciding Skills. (See PowerPoint: ..\MASTER-Skills.ppt)

· Teacher will explain and teach scanning and skimming skills. (See PowerPoint:..\MasterSkills-ConceptMap\Skimming1.ppt)

· Teacher will explain and teach the major Visual Attack Skills – Learning Maps.  (See PowerPoint: ..\mindmap1.ppt)

· Teacher will distribute the article, “A Tender Warrior”.  Teacher will request students to read the article together in a group of four.

· Teacher will solicit the big picture, core idea, main themes and sub-themes of articles from the students. Teacher will quiz the subject by asking 5-W questions.  

· Teacher will show and pass around 5 laminated samples drawn by ex-students. Teacher will explain the strengths and weaknesses of each learning/mind map drawn by ex-students.
Lesson 2 - Intensive Reading of one Factual text
· Students are provided with one factual text, “What are the 10 traits of successful people?” They individually need to find out the “10 traits/characteristics of successful people“. They need to sort out and underline the key words or phrases of each trait themselves.

· They need to group as a team of 4 to discuss their findings of the 10 traits of the successful people. 

· Teacher will provide A3 paper, colour pens, staples, glues and fluorescent pens. They need to draw their learning map by putting the main theme in the central and sub-themes around the central. 

· Teacher will walk around to help, respond and explain to students who have difficulties in handling this reading and learning skills. Students are expected to finish the drawing within the double-lessons.
Lesson 3 – Brainstorming 

· Teacher will explain how to use mind map to consolidate ideas for writing. (See Powerpoint: .. \How to use mind map to write1.ppt)

· Teacher will use 5 articles, which write the same topic, “ the characteristics of successful students” as the explanation of different people have different ideas, standard and belief for the successfulness even for how to be successful students. It also acts as a stimulation to teach students how to respect and regard the differences and similarity of people. 

· Students have to brainstorm a career, which they are interested in discussing their characteristics of being successful in that career. Students have to discuss the major characteristics of this people by collecting their own ideas among the team members.

· Teacher will provide A3 paper, colour pens, staples, glues and fluorescent pens. They need to draw their learning map by putting the chosen career in the central and sub-themes of traits and characteristics around the central. 

· Teacher will walk around to help, respond and explain to students who have difficulties in handling these learning skills. Students are encouraged to do their own library or Internet research to find out the characteristics of being successful in that career. Each career may have more ten traits. They are expected to make their own choices in weighting the importance of different traits. They are expected to finish the drawing within the double-lessons and hand-in next lesson.
Lesson 4 – Speaking Skills

· Teacher will show the marking scheme of the presentation for the two learning maps.

· Teacher will teach the presentation skills. It includes how to introduce the presentation topics and conclude the presentation.
· Students are requested to discuss and write the introduction and conclusion for the presentation in their group of 4. They are also requested to arrange their duty for the coming presentation. It includes how to explain and elaborate the 10 traits for that career.

Lesson 5 - Presentation

· Students have the chance to exhibit their understanding of the topics by presentation of the two learning maps, “What are the 10 traits of successful people?” and “The 10 traits of successful teacher/students/businessman/father/mother/singer/social worker”.

· Students will have the presentation. There will be 5-6 groups per class. Each group will have 20-30 minutes for their presentation. A marking sheet and feedback from teacher will be given to them afterwards. 

Resources and Materials

· Power Point –
· Reading Skills – Acquire the Information, ..\MASTER-Skills.ppt
· Creative Thinking (Mind Maps), ..\mindmap1.ppt
· Skimming,  ..\MasterSkills-ConceptMap\Skimming1.ppt
· How to use mind map to write..\How to use mind map to write1.ppt
· Introduction, ..\Writing-Introduction_Biography.ppt
· Writing Skills, Developing Paragraph, ..\DevelopingParagraph.ppt
· A good conclusion matches a good introduction, ..\Writing-Conclusion_Biography.ppt
· How can you create coherence? ..\COHERENCE.ppt
· Articles – 
· A Tender Warrior, More Stories for the Heart

· What are the 10 traits of successful people?”

· The Wife of Noble Character, Bible, Proverb, 31:10-31

· Marking Scheme for Presentation 

· Ex-Students’ Learning Maps of “A Tender Warrior”–

· A Tender Warrior – Tracy- F1

· A Real Man – Chan Wing Man, Winky –F1

· A Real Man – Siu Kei – F1

· Real Man – Chong Po Yu – F1

· A Real Man – Flora Law – F1



Integration of 

Reading and Speaking with Learning Maps (2)
Theme: 

Students learn the life of a singer, Neil Diamond, in 50 century.

Curriculum Areas: 

Critical Reading Skills – Learning Maps
Objectives:

· Students have the chance to enhance their MASTER skills by drawing one learning map together after reading four factual texts of press release or news report, that are 

· Concert Review, Neil Diamond, Anaheim Convention Centre, 

· Neil Diamond gives Moving Performance

· Diamond flawless at the Greek 

· Diamond Concert

· Students have the chance to practise their speaking skills through presentation of the Neil Diamond Concert.

· Students can appreciate and share the life experience of Neil Diamond. 
Methods and Strategies:
Lesson 1 – MASTER Reading Skills
-Intensive Reading of four Factual texts (2 hour)

· Teacher will explain the major VAK skills for drawing of learning maps again and introduce the lesson arrangement for them. (See PowerPoint: ..\mindmap1.ppt)

· Teacher will divide the students into a group of 4. Each student will get one out of the four articles. Teacher will request students to have the silent reading intensively for 30 minutes. Students have to jot down the main points of their own articles. If a group has more than 4 students, two students may read the same article. 

· After 30 minutes silent reading, they have to report to their team members the life of Neil Diamond. They need to take turn to do reporting and taking minutes.
· After 40 minutes reporting, teacher will solicit the big picture, core idea, main themes and sub-themes of 4 articles from the students. Teacher will play the songs which are sung by Neil Diamond and asking some simple 5-W questions.  

Lesson 2 – VAK Skills – Mind Mapping (2 hour)
· Teacher will provide A3 paper, colour pens, staples, glues and fluorescent pens. They need to draw one learning map by putting the main theme in the central and sub-themes around the central. They have to group the main themes and sub-themes of four factual texts.
· Teacher will walk around to help, respond and explain to students who have difficulties in handling this reading and learning skills. Students are expected to finish the drawing within the double-lessons.
· Teacher will show the marking scheme of the presentation for Neil Diamond.
· Teacher will teach the presentation skills. It includes how to introduce the presentation topics and conclude the presentation again.
· Students are requested to discuss and write the introduction and conclusion for the presentation in their group of 4. They are also requested to arrange their duty for the coming presentation. It includes how to explain and elaborate the life of Neil Diamond. They are also encouraged to do their Internet search about Neil Diamond.

Lesson 3 - Presentation

· Students have the chance to exhibit their understanding of the topics by presentation of the one learning map.

· Students will have the presentation. There will be 5-6 groups per class. Each group will have 20-30 minutes for their presentation. A marking sheet and feedback from teacher will be given to them afterwards. 

Resources and Materials

· Power Point –
· Creative Thinking (Mind Maps), ..\mindmap1.ppt
· Articles –
· Sue Cameron (1970), Concert Review, Neil Diamond, Anaheim Convention Centre, 

· Marilyn Graham (1970), Neil Diamond gives Moving Performance

· Sue Cameron (1971), Diamond flawless at the Greek 

· Neville Nisse (1970), Diamond Concert

· Marking Scheme for Presentation 



Integration of Learning Maps in ILLP 
Theme: 

Students need to draw learning maps to exhibit their understanding of reading and love.

Curriculum Areas: 

Critical Reading Skills – Learning Maps
Objectives:

· Students have the chance to practise the drawing of two learning maps themselves by reading two literary texts, that are, “The total picture” and “What love can do! “

· Students have the chance to know how reading affects the lives of others, which power can be got from reading and how importance of reading is.

· Students are encouraged to do their own reading through their own independent learning.

· Students also have the chance to read a poem about love. It aims to encourage them to realize “Love” is God’s way of binding us all together this year.

Methods and Strategies:
Lesson 1 - Intensive Reading of two literary texts
· Students will be provided with two literary texts, “The total picture” and “What love can do”. These two short texts are within 200 words.

· Students are requested to have fast reading through scanning and skimming. They need to answer a few questions as the stimulation to read the texts themselves and draw the learning maps themselves.

Resources and Materials

· Articles
· The total picture 

· What love can do!


Integration of Semantic Maps in ILLP

Theme: 

Students learn the way of remembering vocabulary to describe people.

Curriculum Areas: 

Critical Reading and Writing Skills – Semantic Maps
Objectives:

· Upon the request from students of I2, teacher will teach students the micro skills, semantic mind mapping, within the MASTER skills.  The MASTER skills include

· M: Mind

· A: Acquire the Information

· S: Search the life meaning

· T: Trigger the memory

· E: Exhibit what they know

· R: Review

· Students will have the chance to learn how to enhance their memory word power through drawing of one semantic map themselves by reading four conceptualized word list, that are:

· Describing people

· Types of people

· Words about Personalities

· Describing character 1

· Describing character 2

· Students have the chance to read some semantic mind maps.

· Students have the chance to draw their semantic mind maps to prepare for the dictation. 

Methods and Strategies:
MASTER Reading Skills – Semantic Mind Mapping 

· Teacher will explain and teach Visual Attack Skills – Learning Maps.  (See Transparency)

· Teacher will project some semantic maps through OHP. Teacher will also show and pass around some laminated samples downloaded from the Internet or scanned from the book. Teacher will explain the strengths and weaknesses of each semantic mind maps.
· Students are requested to draw their own semantic maps and hand-in as the ILLP assignment.

Resources and Materials

· Power Point –
· Reading Skills – Acquire the Information, ..\MASTER-Skills.ppt
· Creative Thinking (Mind Maps), ..\mindmap1.ppt
· Contextualised Word List – 
· Describing people

· Types of people

· Words about Personalities ..\Describing people.doc
· Describing character 1

· Describing character 2

· Transparency downloaded from Internet

· Mind Mapping

· Year 2000 “the single largest technological failure ever, affecting all of humanity”

· What is cyberspace?

· Money

· Animal

· Squirrels

· Fish

· Transparency made from Tony & Barry Buzan (2000), The Mind Map Book, BBC Worldwide Limited. 

· Mind Map by Vanda North helping her make a decision as to whether or not to move her business (Page 66)

· Mind Map by a father, Sean Adam, helping his daughter to pass her literature exams (Page 68)

· Short Quiz – Describing People..\Describing people-Test.doc
· Dictation – Describing People ..\Dictation-DescribingPeople2.ppt


Integration of Semantic Maps in ILLP 

Theme: 

Students can enhance their word power of describing entertainment industry

Curriculum Areas: 

Critical Reading and Writing Skills – Semantic Maps
Objectives:

· Upon the questioning of students of I2, teacher will remind students the micro skills, semantic mind mapping, within the MASTER skills.  The MASTER skills include

· M: Mind

· A: Acquire the Information

· S: Search the life meaning

· T: Trigger the memory

· E: Exhibit what they know

· R: Review

· Students will have the chance to enhance their memory word power through reading one short task in Worksheet-Showbusiness as a career, and then drawing one semantic map themselves.

· Students have the chance to draw their semantic mind map to enhance their word power of describing entertainment industry.

Methods and Strategies:
MASTER Reading Skills – Semantic Mind Mapping 

· Teacher will remind students the use of semantic maps in doing the reading comprehension exercise, fill in the blank – Cloze passage.

· Teacher will encourage students to draw their own semantic maps of the first reading comprehension text. This is the way that they can understand the first reading text and fill in all blank with correct words in the second text with the same meaning but different in language.

· Students are encouraged to draw their own semantic maps and hand-in as the ILLP assignment.

Resources and Materials

· Worksheet – Showbusiness as a career.



	Week
	Activities
	Skills Focus
	Materials
	Hours used

	1
	Autobiographical Poem
	Writing -Penmanship
	Color pen and paper
	3

	2
	Newspaper 

(Crime and Court)
	Reading and Writing
	
	3

	3
	Learning Maps 

(The total picture, 

What love can do)
	Reading and Drawing
	Color pen and paper
	3

	4
	Newspaper 

(War and Terrorism)
	Reading and Writing
	
	3

	5
	Entertainment Industry – 

(Theatre Poetry – Thumbies)
	Speaking
	Cassette tape and recorder
	3

	6
	Newspaper 

(Strike, demonstration & disputes)
	Reading and Writing
	
	3

	7
	Entertainment Industry – 

(Interview-Singers)
	Listening
	Internet - BBC – http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/
	3

	8
	Newspaper 

(Energy)
	Reading and Writing
	
	3

	9
	Autobiography-

First Draft
	Writing
	Internet, E-mail, word processor, printer
	3

	10
	Newspaper 

(Dignitaries & diplomacy)
	Reading and Writing
	
	3

	11
	Grammar – 

(Preposition)
	Grammar
	Internet - http://webster.commnet.edu

/grammar/quizzes/proposition_quiz1.htm
	3

	12
	Newspaper 

(Politics and Government)
	Reading and Writing
	
	3

	13
	Entertainment Industry – 

(Letter of complaint – Film)
	Reading and Writing
	Fill in the blank
	3

	14
	Newspaper

(Business and Finance)
	Reading and Writing
	
	3

	15
	Autobiography -Second Draft
	Writing
	Internet, E-mail, word processor, printer, scanner
	3



	Week
	Activities
	Skills Focus
	Materials
	Hours used

	16
	Newspaper 

(Crime and Court)
	Reading and Writing
	
	3

	17
	Tourism - 

Hong Kong Scenic Spot
	Reading
	Internet, Hong Kong Tourist Council, 

http://www.discoverhongkong.com
	3

	18
	Newspaper 

(War and Terrorism)
	Reading and Writing
	
	3

	19
	Tourism -Reception
	Listening
	Internet - BBC -

http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/
	3

	20
	Newspaper 

(Strike, demonstration & disputes)
	Reading and Writing
	
	3

	21
	Tourism-Itinerary
	Writing
	Internet, Hong Kong Tourist Council, 

http://www.discoverhongkong.com
	3

	22
	Newspaper 

(Energy)
	Reading and Writing
	
	3

	23
	IT-Watching Movie 

(CD Rom)
	Listening
	TV, VCD, DVD
	3

	24
	Newspaper 

(Dignitaries and Diplomacy)
	Reading and Writing
	
	3

	25
	IT- 

Downloading Movie Script 
	Reading
	http://simplyscripts.com/no.html
	3

	26
	Newspaper 

(Politics and Government)
	Reading and Writing
	
	3

	27
	IT- Sound Recording of Movie Script
	Speaking
	http://simplyscripts.com/no.html
Cassette tape and recorder
	3

	28
	Newspaper 

(Business and Finance)
	Reading and Writing
	
	3

	29
	IT-Movie Making
	Writing
	Cassette tape recorder, Computer, Computer Disc
	3

	30
	Newspaper 

(Crime and Court)
	Reading and Writing
	
	3


Newspaper

Reasons for study Newspaper

1. Newspaper gives us a good example of English –grammatically corrected sentence

2. It tells us the source of new words and their usage in this rapid changing world.

3. Content is varied.

Main Content on the Newspaper

	1. Crime and Court

· Murder

· Smuggling

· Corruption

· Lawsuit

· Robbery

· Trial

· Verdict

· Sentencing

· Homicide

2. War and terrorism

· Invasion

· Guerrilla attack

· Nuclear arm race

· Hijack

3. Strike, demonstration & disputes

· Strike

· Wild cat strike

· Slowdown

· Protest/demonstration

4. Energy

· Oil

· Nuclear power

· The future
	5. Dignitaries & diplomacy

· Arm Negotiations

· International Conference

· Official visit

· Royal Visit

· Papal Visit

· Religious ceremony

6. Politics and Government

· New Party

· Party Convention

· Campaign

· Election Day

· Resignation

· Debate in the legislative

7. Business and Finance

· Economics Forecast

· Budget

· Stock Market

· Stocks

· Shipping

· Foreign investment contracts

· Trade Balance


How to use the newspaper to improve your English?

· Reading

· Exposing yourself to different topics

· Writing summary

· Asking 5W questions


Student Record of Newspaper Cutting

Name of Student:__________________________________________

Class: _______________ Class Number: ______________________

	
	Date /

Month
	Content
	News Heading 
	Vocabulary 
	Main Theme

	1
	
	Crime and Court
	
	
	

	2
	
	War and Terrorism
	
	
	

	3
	
	Strike, demonstration & disputes
	
	
	

	4
	
	Energy
	
	
	

	5
	
	Dignitaries and diplomacy
	
	
	

	6
	
	Politics and Government
	
	
	

	7
	
	Business and Finance
	
	
	



Student Record of Newspaper Cutting

Name of Student:__________________________________________

Class: _______________ Class Number: ______________________

	
	Date /

Month
	Content
	News Heading 
	Vocabulary 
	Main Theme

	8
	
	Crime and Court
	
	
	

	9
	
	War and Terrorism
	
	
	

	10
	
	Strike, demonstration & disputes
	
	
	

	11
	
	Energy
	
	
	

	12
	
	Dignitaries and diplomacy
	
	
	

	13
	
	Politics and Government
	
	
	

	14
	
	Business and Finance
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I still used the first three authentic business cases study in the textbook, “Work in Progress, Andy Hopkins and Jocelyn Potter“, provided by IVE. I also used most worksheet developed by IVE. In addition, I used my own teaching and learning package developed based on three themes, Entertainment, Tourism and Information Technology.  It aimed to integrate evenly four micro-skills and cater the students’ need for attempting quizzes, tests and examinations. 

1. Worksheet for the Theme

Based on the Worksheet for the Theme developed last year, which included task-based worksheet, newspaper for learning scanning and skimming, material for teacher demonstration, some more worksheet were developed. 

For Theme 1 – Entertainment Industry, the focus of the teaching and learning were listening skills. Hence, a lot of songs were used as the means for teaching phonics skills. There were a series of PowerPoint, which were aimed to teach basic speaking skills, including word stress, sentence stress, phonics rules, vowel sound, consonant sound, and phonogram.  In addition, biographical poems and autobiography were taught to enhance students’ awareness of sounds and rhyme in daily usage.

For Theme 2 – Tourism, many new worksheet developed were aimed to help students to deal with the Assessment 3 – speaking. There were three sub-themes under the Tourism that were giving direction, telephoning and confirming itinerary. Each sub-theme has at least 3 sets of task-based worksheets. Each worksheet was designed with at least 3 tasks, which integrate four skills, speaking, reading, writing and listening. 

For Theme 3 – Computer and Internet, some worksheets were written but some worksheets have not been used because of the outbreak of SARs, which indirectly affect the teaching and learning schedule.

2. Worksheet for Critical Reading and Thinking Skills 

Worksheet for Critical Reading and Thinking Skills was aimed to empower students with the important life skills of critical and creative reading and thinking. I had developed some PowerPoint for teacher demonstration and some worksheets for students to use, but the development was far more less than I planned and expected because of the tighten teaching schedule for this year. Anyway, there were some MASTER SKILLS worksheet and teacher demonstration materials developed and shown in the lesson plan before.

3. Self Learning Materials 

Self-Learning Material included materials and websites for self-learning of 4-micro skills-speaking, listening, reading and writing. It starts from penmanship, drawing,  theatre poetry, grammar, letter writing, itinerary planning and writing, movie downloading, script speaking, script movie making. The websites include: -

http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/
http://webster.commnet.edu/grammar/quizzes/proposition_quiz1.htm
http://www.discoverhongkong.com
http://simplyscripts.com/no.html
4. Songs

The four albums which I had developed last years were enough for me to teach students phonic and enhance their listening power. Hence, I didn’t develop many new songs lyrics for teaching in this year. Just from time to time, I developed some new worksheet of songs to match the theme, which I taught. As mentioned last year, in preparing the songs to match different theme and sub-theme for each lesson in the classroom was not an easy task, I had used a lot of energy of researching, reading, listening, writing and designing the songs sheet. I didn’t have time to compose it all together.



Resources and Materials for Autobiographical Poem

· Power Point - (Biography-Singers.ppt)
· Laminated samples of Penmanship –
· ..\Penmanship\Penman_Juana.doc, 

· ..\Penmanship\Penman-Dave.doc, 

· ..\Penmanship\Penman-Dave1.doc,

· ..\Penmanship\PenmanPicture.doc.

· Penmanship and calligraphy web sites:-

· http://www.studioarts.net/calligring/list.html
· http://www.arts-entertainment-recreation.com/Arts/Visual_Arts/Calligraphy/
 Resources and Materials for Autobiography

· Power Point –
· ..\Writing-Introduction_Biography.ppt
· ..\DevelopingParagraph.ppt
· ..\Writing-Conclusion_Biography.ppt
· Worksheet I – Biography-Singers
· Biography: -

· ..\Biography\Bryan Adams.doc
· ..\Biography\Judy Garland.doc
· ..\Biography\Michael Jackso1.doc
· ..\Biography\WetWetWet.doc
· ..\Biography\Eagles.doc
· ..\Biography\Elvis.doc
· ..\Biography\Dean Martin.doc
· ..\Biography\Britney Spears.doc
· ..\Biography\Conway_Twitty1.doc
· ..\Biography\Elton John.doc
· ..\Biography\Enya1.doc
· ..\Biography\Madonna.doc
· Worksheet II – Reading-Scanning and Skimming

· RomanTam.doc

·  FayWong.doc
· Worksheet III – Learner Diary – Autobiography

· Ex-Students’ Biographical Poems and Biography Samples –

· Heroes and Heroines

· My Hero- Kelly Chan

· My Hero – Robin Lau

· My Hero – Thomas

· My Hero – Joey Yung

· My Hero – William Chow

· Vocabulary List - Describing People
· Words about personalities 
· ..\Describing people.doc
· Essays 

· What are the 10 traits of successful people?

· Who is Marie anyway

· Introduction – Ten traits of successful singers?

· Short Quiz – Describing People..\Describing people-Test.doc
· Dictation – Describing People ..\Dictation-DescribingPeople2.ppt
Demonstration Materials for Listening and Speaking

· Speaking and Listening

· Pronunciation - ..\Phonics\Pronunciation1.ppt
· Pronunciation – Stress and Non-Stressed Words ..\Stress&Non-StressWord.doc
· Pronunciation –Word Stress and Sentence Stress..\Stress.ppt
· Phonics Rules-..\Phonics\Phonics Rules.ppt
· Phonogram-Ending..\Phonics\Phonogram –Ending.ppt
· Practicing Pronunciation through Proverbs..\Phonics\Pronunciation-Proverbs.ppt
· Pronunciation – Minimal pairs ..\Phonics\Minimal Pairs.doc
· Spellings of Vowel Sounds, 

· (http:cd.ed.gov.hk/eng/references/all_levels/phonics/vowelsounds.htm)

· English Letter Sounds

· (http:cd.ed.gov.hk/eng/references/all_levels/phonics/lettersounds.htm)

· Word Stress in English

· (http://grove.ufl.edu/~klilj/pron/ws/)

· How to Improve Your Pronunciation





	Title
	Adapted from the Sources

	Kowloon Walled City Park
	http://webserv1.discoverhongkong.com

	Man Mo Temple
	http://webserv1.discoverhongkong.com 

	Big Buddha
	http://webserv1.discoverhongkong.com

	Expo Promenade
	http://webserv1.discoverhongkong.com

	Mai Po Nature Reserve
	http://webserv1.discoverhongkong.com

	Ocean Park
	http://webserv1.discoverhongkong.com

	Hong Kong Travel Info
	http://webserv1.discoverhongkong.com

	Hong Kong Tourism a tall story
	http://www.scmp.com

	Tomb reveals secrets of ancient lives
	http://www.scmp.com

	Peak museum keeps police history alive
	http://www.scmp.com

	New-look café opens at Peak
	http://www.scmp.com

	Training hotel “ a dream come true”
	http://www.scmp.com




	Title
	Page
	Sources

	Tourism-Direction I
	P1-6
	Adapted from BBC.com

	Tourism-Direction II
	P1-12
	

	Tourism-Direction III
	P1-6
	

	Tourism-Direction IV
	P1-6
	

	Telephoning
	P1-4
	Adapted from NIE

	Tourism-Telephoning I
	P1-10
	

	Tourism-Telephoning II
	P1-6
	

	Tourism-Telephoning III
	P1-2
	

	Set 1-Set 5
	
	

	Tourism-Confirming Itinerary
	P6-10
	

	Tourism-Confirming Itinerary 1 (Microsoft)
	P1-2
	

	Tourism-Confirming Itinerary 2 (Microsoft)
	P1-2
	



	Title of the Songs
	Singer

	Sunshine on my shoulder
	John Denver

	Sing Australia
	John Denver

	Rocky Mountain High
	John Denver

	Alaska and Me
	John Denver

	Take Me Home Country Road
	John Denver

	A Little Further North
	John Denver

	Higher Ground
	John Denver

	Island
	John Denver

	Calypso
	John Denver

	American Child
	John Denver

	Amazon
	John Denver

	Massachusetts
	Bee Gees 

	Street of London
	Bee Gees

	Holiday
	Bee Gees

	Orinoco Flow
	Enya



	Place
	Sources

	Hong Kong
	http://community.webshots.com/album/6518933cyrFGxHytg
http://community.webshots.com/album/20831616LfadYWvftu
http://community.webshots.com/album/30925706stWPjKzUoW
http://community.webshots.com/album/277950
http://community.webshots.com/album/11095845xjxgbjVmDu


	Alaska  

(Rocky Mountain)
	http://community.webshots.com/album/41187048QPlpDk
http://community.webshots.com/album/7542601cZfVWmWGDS
http://community.webshots.com/album/320963


	Brazil

(Amazon)
	http://community.webshots.com/album/266606043TWvlTfMJws
http://community.webshots.com/album/45123569zHSJpn
http://community.webshots.com/album/42346127ojUnhc
http://community.webshots.com/album/22978660eNeGRReQmj
http://community.webshots.com/album/59648743caicoo
http://community.webshots.com/album/59653723QOIkOE
http://community.webshots.com/album/10603072XWYBOXUaED


	England
(London)
	http://community.webshots.com/album/22749854qTGZKThIUT
http://community.webshots.com/album/16212229TsHowbKcBF
http://community.webshots.com/album/42982129EjIyDz


	Australia


	http://community.webshots.com/album/3758954oueQdNkQJG
http://community.webshots.com/album/11724128pjQKwETThd
http://community.webshots.com/album/7028413xYMAMtwRWA


	America (Massachusetts)
	http://community.webshots.com/album/4862477YarXXKPdgg


	Tropical Island

(Fuji, Cebu, Bali)
	http://community.webshots.com/album/43633430bcJfyi
http://community.webshots.com/album/38131369EDdDsH
http://community.webshots.com/album/9115661BqpXPkjOpC
http://community.webshots.com/album/5302205yzHeCilGlB



	Title
	Adapted from the Sources

	Hotel Reception 1
	http://webserv1.discoverhongkong.com

	Hotel Reception 2


	http://webserv1.discoverhongkong.com 

	Telephoning


	http://webserv1.discoverhongkong.com

	Telephoning – Booking a room, Hotel and Accommodation
	http://webserv1.discoverhongkong.com

	Traveling
	http://webserv1.discoverhongkong.com

	Two or three valuable things about Hong Kong
	http://webserv1.discoverhongkong.com

	Hong Kong is less and less attractive in the eyes of tourists. Do you agree

Itinerary


	http://webserv1.discoverhongkong.com




	Title
	Skills focus
	Adapted from the Sources

	All you need to know, on your wrist
	Reading –

Scanning & Skimming
	http://www.bbc.com

	Computer and Internet

Cyber Competition- Microsoft
	Speaking - Interview

Reading – Fill in the blank
	http://www.bbc.com

	Linux powers smart phone
	Reading  -

Scanning & Skimming
	http://www.bbc.com

	Computer and Internet

Cyber Competition - Linux
	Speaking – Internet Chat

Reading – Fill in the blank
	http://www.farcaster.net/linus.html

http://www.bbc.com

	How I beat Bill Gates
	Reading –

Scanning & Skimming
	http://www.bbc.com

	Computer and Internet

Linux Vs Microsoft
	Reading -  Fill in the blank

Writing - Report
	http://www.vnunet.com
http://www.linuxquestions.org

	Cyber cafes to boost learning
	Reading –

Scanning & Skimming
	http://www.bbc.com

	Computer and Internet

Cyber-Dating, Techno-chat
	Speaking

Reading – Fill in the blank
	

	A hi-tech brew
	Reading –

Scanning & Skimming
	http://www.scmp.com

	Computer and Internet

Cyber Crime
	Reading – MC, Quizzes, Fill in the blank, T/F
	

	China acts on net ‘addicts’
	Reading –

Scanning & Skimming
	http://www.bbc.com

	Broadband in China faces hurdles
	Reading –

Scanning & Skimming
	http://www.bbc.com

	Information Technology I

China Motion Telecom
	Reading – Fill in the blank

Speaking – Interview

Vocabulary
	http://www.scmp.com




As a teacher, I have many duties apart from teaching. There were times to act as receptionist to pick up and answer the phone call; there were times to act as mediator to solve the fighting and argument among students and teachers; there were times to act as police to monitor the students’ discipline especially during some public activities; there were times to act as councilor to listen to students’ personal sharing and problems. This year, I assume two main duties apart from teaching, namely, organizer for karaoke singing in Open Day and assessor for most assessment paper for FC course.

Organizer for Karaoke singing in Open Day

The Open Day lasted for two days, but all my students, including students from I2 and K1 needed to plan for the activities. The two classes were divided into 5 groups. Each group had to choose their songs to represent themselves for their performance. As the school didn’t have enough resources in term of money support, I advised them to go sourcing from their friends, library and CILL. In addition, they were seldom exposed to English songs. They got difficulties in choosing the suitable songs of VCDs or DVDs from music shops. However, some students were willing to spend their time even money. Everyday they might bring me some CDs and asked me the comments for each song. They were willing to learn the new English songs. This phenomenon lasted for almost three weeks. They also helped decorating the language laboratory by putting up their work of autobiographical poems on the wall. 

During the Open Day, I was impressed especially by the performance of I2 class; even Raymond, was impressed by them. This group of students was normally quiet, passive, shy and timid. However, when they were on duty for the first day, they actively participated by inviting people to come and sing. They learned all chosen songs. They sang together with the visitors happily. On the second day, my K1 class was on duty. They spent a lot of time in practicing especially in their own chosen songs. They didn’t know the songs of the other group. It took them a long time to warm up and learn the songs of other teams.  However, they learned them happily together. Some students brought their own digital video cameras or digital cameras to take their photos to record their happy moment. I was so impressed when my class monitor gave me two VCDs after a month, one for me, one for Raymond. They edited their own team’s performance, Raymond’s dancing with Lily, and tall Bryian’s solo singing.  All these made me enjoyed my duties as an organizer for the Open Day.

Proofreader for all Assessment Paper of Foundation Certificate

At the beginning of the school year, I was nominated to join the team with Agnes and Raymond to proofread the assessment paper.  I didn’t know I needed to proofread and assess the assessment paper to a group of students to whom I had no experience of teaching them English. Sometime, I wonder whether my judgment for their academic level was accurate or fair. I only could get some brief ideas of them from my colleagues. As time pass during the school year, I needed to assess and proofread almost all quizzes, FD and FC paper. I had written more than 15 reports for the assessment. Almost every two weeks, I had to write a report. I was also assigned to coordinate a team with new members to proofread the assessment paper in the mid of school year. We planned to learn what and how assessment is made.  I enjoyed my collaboration work especially with Raymond and Agnes; of course, I also faced some difficulties with some team members who joined the team in the mid of the school year. They had already heavy loaded with teaching and learning with their own FD students. They were also involved in their own extra-curricular activities. Sometimes, we couldn’t be able to find time to sit down to have discussion, nonetheless learning together how to assess and proofread assessment paper.

Anyway, I learnt a lot during the whole process. Here, I attached the general comments for the assessment paper in IVE.

General Comments for the Assessment

1. Aims and Objectives

In general, most Assessment Paper were written without pre-set aims or objectives. They might have the aims and objectives of testing listening, reading and writing, but they didn’t seem to have the aims in term of testing and evaluating students’ vocational, business, finance, social, environmental, cultural or political knowledge of the world and specific language   items for each task.

· Topic for reading – English Benchmarking

This topic was too difficult for our students who lack the knowledge and understanding of English Benchmarking both for teachers and students. In addition, it might be a bit far from our target of equipping our students of Vocational English or Business English.

· Language - Pie-Chart 

The questions could not test the students’ language abilities of describing the pie-chart and figures.

· Language – Direction

There were too many language items tested in the task, which included phrasal verbs, verbs, articles, connectives, preposition, phrase and clauses. 

2. Authentic Materials

There were some authentic materials used in the Paper, for instance, Tourist Information, English Benchmarking, and Enquiry about study of English. We had to be careful when using these authentic materials, as most of them need moderation in term of language for testing. As testing focuses on accuracy, we might expose some incorrect usage of language in terms of grammar, sentence structures, organization and layout to our students without moderation.

3. Length of the Tasks

Some Reading Tasks were too long; it might have 3-4 pages. Most of our students have just graduated from secondary school who adapted to read and do many short tasks within one page for each task. They might not have that long concentration span and patience to read 3-4 pages and do the comprehension questions.

4. Format of the Testing Tools

Reading: Most of the Reading Tasks were written in term of short 5-W questions. This format of testing will cause confusion among markers as some questions have more than 2 or 3 acceptable answers. We have to think whether the format of short comprehension questions is suitable as a testing tool for thousands of students of 9 campuses. Examination or assessment needs to have standardization and easiest of comparability. We had to have quite a lot of drafting, redrafting, moderating, re-moderating, meeting and discussion in order to reach a consent among all setters, moderators before the examination and discussion among markers after the examination, if we use this format. It is time-consuming tasks for all of us. It also costs too much administrative effort in assessing and evaluation the products of learning English, rather than spending effort in teaching and learning process for English.  We might have to think the possibility of using other testing tools for reading comprehension, for instance, multiple choice, matching and fill in the blank which are easier for marking. They are also widely acceptable as the testing tools for public examination. In addition, our students were more familiar with these testing tools. Lastly, our students seldom do short 5-W questions exercises in their secondary school. 

Speaking: Some Listening Tasks were form-filling which required jotting down a long message, telephone message. This testing tool also had a few acceptable answers. It was difficult to draw the same standard for all markers in different campuses and students might lose mark because of ignorance rather than lack of language abilities. 

5. Level of difficulty

Some tasks required higher knowledge and language abilities, which didn’t match our students’ abilities. It might include too many vocabulary, complex sentence structures and difficult syntax for our students. We may better consider the use of simple language, so that students can comprehend the core meaning of the reading materials easily.

6. The Layout of the Paper

The layout of some paper was not clear and appropriate. Sometime, there were mismatch among the Question Book, Answer Book and Marking Book. There were missing of page number, incorrect usage of capital or small letters. These phenomenons were especially serious in the first draft. We may get some technicians or clerks to help the paper setters who may not have time to deal with the layout of the paper, for instance, bold, italic, enlarge, paragraphing; all these can help beautify the layout.

7. Language of the Paper

Some paper were written in broken language with incomplete sentence, phrases or subordinate clause. This phenomenon is especially serious in Writing Paper. Some questions asked didn’t match the answers provided in the reading materials. 
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Teacher Self Evaluation Form

1. Teacher’s Philosophy- Love, Care and Understanding

Have I understood the character of my students?

I tried to understand the character of students in different classes (H2, I2, K1). In general, most students were quite passive in their learning. They have common character of new generation, fear of challenge, laziness and curious. Comparatively, students of H2 were more active, creative and out-spoken. They were lower in language competence, especially writing. Most of them could not even write a simple sentence, nonetheless paragraph and essay. A few of them were always absent and late for the class as they got 8:30a.m class. It was quite difficult in term of organizing the class activities especially group presentation for them in the morning.  However, they were very concerned with the Assessment result. They worked quite hard individually for the assignments and tasks which were closely related to Assessment. Students of I2 were very shy, slow in learning but they were very obedience and hard working to reach the expectation of the Institute and teachers. There only were only two boys being lazy around in the classroom, but they did their assignments at home.  Students of K1 were passive in their learning but they had good class spirit and team spirit. Some of them had good communication and cooperation with their team members and they cared the feeling of others. They worked extremely well in presentation. Superficially, I thought I understand the character for different classes and individuals. I cared what they feel and think.

Do I care for the needs of my students? What I have done to care for them? 

I thought I do care for the needs of my students and had done quite a lot for them. However, is it enough? It still has room to do more.

2. Teacher’s Affective Factors

Is there anything affecting my emotion, feeling and arousing anxiety?

There were at least two incidents, which affected my emotion, feeling and arousing anxiety. The first incident was about suicidal case of my colleague, Raymond’s wife happened at the beginning of the semester. We were all upset, sad, frustrated, unhappy, angry and sympathetic. I still remember every call of Raymond’s wife that I picked up and answered especially during her suffering from sickness in hospital. I still remember the lunch buffet we enjoyed together. We were chatting, sharing and laughing together. I still remember the moment the couples drove me back home and her wife insisted on driving up the hill to reach my home rather than just dropped me off down the hill. I think we all missed her. There were times I cried and hide silently in my blanket. There were times we learned to re-build ourselves and support our beloved colleagues. I do wish that this incident never happened again around us.

The second incident was the outbreak of the SARs. As I mentioned in the feeling of the Instructional Philosophy and Goals, we, Hong Kong people, all experienced the way of forming, re-forming and re-constructing our life values system. I witnessed many occasions of isolation, ignorance, deviation, selfishness, scariness, fear, torture, fighting, arguments, confrontation among teachers and students just because of the threat of death. From time to time, I myself seem to have this pessimistic view of life as theirs. How can I implement my teaching philosophy to share and build a world of people with “Understanding, Care and Love”?  Do I have purposes of life, personal motivation and recognition of the importance of learning and teaching? Do I have my own meaning of life? Do I love life and people? Do I think life to us is torture, bitterness, pain, scariness, meaningless, hopeless, emptiness and fear which surfaced out especially after the outbreak of SARs. What and how I have done for the future to walk with my students and colleagues for our life journey in experiencing unhappiness, frustration, worry, despair, even lost, but also happiness, surprise and excitement in different circumstances? Personally, I had learned through this incident. I also experienced the way of forming, re-forming and re-constructing our life values system and my teaching philosophy to share and build a world of people with “Understanding, Care and Love”

3. Teacher’s Professional Factors

Do I talk too much without listening to the voice of my students, teachers, parents and school administrators?

This year, as usual, I thought I didn’t talk too much without listening to the voice of my students, teachers and school administrators. I enjoyed listening the sharing from students. I also enjoyed the sharing with many teachers including Raymond, Yung, Chung Kwai, Gail, Nat, Tse, and Agnes especially during lunch hour. We had good mutual understanding and sharing. 

Is the lesson structured and conducted smoothly to let the learners learn in a rapport environment? Are the materials used effectively and efficiently to arose the interest of the learners? Do I need to exploit   more resource for students and myself? Can the materials guide themselves to think and assess themselves critically the human life?  

Most lessons were structured and well planned. I didn’t have much hesitant in conducting the lessons as last year.  Most lessons would be run smoothly to let the learners learn in a rapport environment, but just from time to time when the quizzes or assessment came soon, the progress of the theme-based teaching was hindered.

Most self-developed materials especially the materials about Tourism were effectively and efficiently arose the interest of the learners. Many students mentioned verbally and non-verbally through writing that they acquired a lot of knowledge about the history, scenic spots, hotel and restaurant, culture about Hong Kong. However, for Computer and Internet, a lot of materials were not used and experimented because of the far more tightened and unexpected schedule of teaching and learning this year.  I do need to continue my exploitation in acquiring more new knowledge about Computer and Internet as this field is changing so fast. The prepared materials last year may not be useful for this year, but the knowledge of this field is significant for their future working life. Lastly, most materials developed were focused on guiding them to think and assess themselves critically the human life.  I think in general the materials were quite successful.

4. Teacher’s Language Knowledge Base

Is there any questions of grammar, syntax, semantic raised by students that I don’t know?

In general, I did not meet insolvable enquiry of grammar, syntax and semantic raised by students.  I just wonder how could I help them resolve their own grammar, syntax and semantic errors. Moreover, I still wonder how to integrate my own Language Knowledge of grammar, syntax and semantic in the forth-coming content-based classroom.  However, from time to time, my language knowledge base was challenged when I moderated the assessment paper. The whole assessment paper preparation helped me do my revision by checking the dictionary, grammar book and textbooks of testing and assessing.

5. Teacher’s Teaching Methodology Knowledge Base

Have I integrated a balanced four macro-skills of speaking, listening, reading and writing with the focus on the meanings of life through texts, tasks and activities on learners?

I had integrated quite a balanced teaching methodology with four macro-skills of speaking, listening, reading and writing with the focus on the meanings of life through different tasks with both literary and factual text on learners. I had also used other Methodology of Language Teaching to convey life meanings unintentionally but effectively and efficiently. I still keep on learning new methodology of through reading journal from time to time. This year I integrated more from creative and analytical   MASTER skills, which forced me reading at least three books and web sites about mind mapping written by Tony Buzan. I enjoyed my reading very much. I do want to read more during summer holiday break.

6. Teacher’s Language Learning and Acquisition Knowledge Base

Do I improve in language performance in four macro-skills?

I do improve in language performance in four macro-skills by practicing my speaking with my colleague all the time, by reading journal, newspaper and books everyday, by listening to different kinds of songs every week, by writing teaching materials for every theme. I thought my students also improved in language performance in four macro-skills through reading newspaper and worksheets. 

http://www.geocities.com/kwtsim/IVE-Portfolio-2002-2003-R.doc
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