Rav Itzhak Meir Glaser & Gitl Perelman


Itzhak Meir Glaser, my great-grandfather, XE "Glaser:Itzhak" 

 XE "Itzhak Glaser"  was born in 1886, in Kupel, Ukraine. His parents were Rav Iehudah Leib Glaser and Sima Roinik. 


Iehudah Leib was born in 1855 in Kupel. Ieguda Leib was a famous Rav and a gifted writer and wrote a book about successful sexual relations between husband and wife. Bertha, my grandmother and the eldest granddaughter of Iehudah Leib, told me, that a book has named "Rose and thorn" and is still kept in St. Petersburg Public Library of Academy of Science.  


Iehudah Leib and Sima had a few sons, including Itzhak (I do not know the names of all others) and daughters Pesja, Hava and Rivka (Rebekkah). 
About 1912 or 1913, before WWI, Iehudah Leib got sick and his sons brought him to Vienna, Austria, the nearest city that happened to have X-Ray. He was diagnosed with cancer and told to have a surgery. As Bertha told me, after discussion between him and his sons it was decided do not have a surgery. Iehudah Leib died before Russian Revolution of 1917. 


After his death his widow Sima and three daughters stayed with Itzhak Meir family. Itzhak Meir became rabbi of Kupel.


Gitl Perelman was born in 1885 in Vishgorodok, Ternopol gubernia, in the family of a rich (by the Kupel standards) merchant. Her mother name was Pearl. It was arranged marriage between Gitl and Itzhak Meir, but after the wedding they have fell in love and had 8 children, the first of whom was Bertha, my grandmother. Bertha told me, that she often noticed in the morning that parents' wooden bed was disbanded. They really loved each other. 


Itzhak Meir and Pearl survived Russian Civil war and went through the hard period of Russian history to 1941, including the starvation of 1933 and were killed by the Germans in 1942. 


When WWII began, the eldest children: Michael, Leib, Yenta, Rachel and Zalman lived in another cities of USSR, and Bertha (Bubaleh) was in GULAG, but Itzhak Meir stayed on with his wife, his youngest children twins Pearl and Josef and the Jews of Kupel.   Germans occupied Kupel in the autumn of 1941. There was no way for Jews to escape. 


Gitl was killed on May 5, 1942 according Bertha’s diary (see copy of diary page attached). We don’t know how. I just can tell that I have repeating dream for years: I am in big gated yard in sonny day; there is a grass some place; I see a woman following by a man in high soldier’s boots and civilian jacket; that man is pushing the woman to her back making her hurry up; I am taking a hammer, run for this man and beating him to his neck from behind, because I want him leave this woman alone; and I’m waking up.


Germans and local Ukrainians killed Itzhak Meir on September 11, 1942. It was First day of Rosh Hashanah. Germans loved to make executions on Jewish holidays. Along with Itzhak Meir there were killed his daughter Pearl and other Jews of Kupel. Of Joseph, Pearl’s twin, there is currently no available evidence. To this day it is not known, whether or not he was killed along with his family. We can hope that he run away and somehow went to the West and lived his life somewhere out of USSR.



Rav Itzhak Meir, the last rabbi and the last Glaser of Kupel, sacrificed his life for his Jewish community. We have evidence, a letter dated 1944.


In 1944 my grandmother, Bertha Glaser, got the letter from the Red Army soldier Moisey Adler regarding horrible death of her father Rav Itzhak Meir Glaser and all other Jews of Kupel in 1942. 


That Moisey Adler was the habitant of Kupel and the old friend of Bertha and he knew my grandmother before the War.  

He visited Kupel soon after its liberation and met only alive Jewish family of Shlema Kravets and learned what happened with Kupel’ Jews and talked with local Ukrainians and saw the grave. No one more Jew was left alive. He found Bertha’s letter in the pile given him by Shlema Kravets and learned her address and had sent her a letter telling what happened to her family.

 Bertha got this letter in 1944, in Siberia and saved it till her death in 1990.


After her I keep this letter safe. There is the text of an original letter, translated from Russian into English by my brother Vadim Bolshakov, the great-grandson of Rav Itzhak Meir Glaser.  

Leninsk-Kuznetk

Kemerovo Region

48 Furmanova Street

Makagon E.A. (for Beba)

p.p.s. 05397  Adler M.

04.06.44

Hello Beba!

By God’s will I found out where you are, after all these 17 years during which we have not seen each other (since 1927). That is what happened… Being on a trip, I felt a strong desire to see again my native Kupel. You know, I left in 1927 for Odessa to study. After that I joined my family, which went to Crimea “on land”. Then I graduated from Moscow State University and worked in Moscow. I have not been back to Kupel during this time. I almost lost my contact with old…..Shleib.   …………. …………….

By the way, now I lost contact with him.

I saw in Kupel the only one person from our people who stayed alive – Shlema Kravets with his wife and two children. He gave me to read up to 200 letters written by Kupel’s people asking about their relatives. Thus I acquired several addresses I was interested in; your address was among them.

Beba, the sad news I bring to you. From your relatives, memory of which is dear to me too, no one survived. I heard about your father’s tragedy. When the Germans came, they first of all started to humiliate him to show their despise to all Jewish community. 

They tried to force him to commit some unholy acts, when he refused they tortured him. The old man managed to escape and hid. Then the Germans took 51 hostages and announced that if your father does not show up the people will be executed. Having heard about that, your father voluntarily turned himself in to save the people. However, the butchers killed the hostages including your father. 

He is buried on the Jewish cemetery. 51 people were crammed into a tiny room on top of each other, so a majority of the people suffocated over the night. Only the very top layer of people survived. However, they did not live long and were killed in a planned mass murder. That is how died your father, whose death was a real act of martyrdom for his community. 

Beba, do not cry. Let the deaths of our dear people inspire us in our fight with the butchers. 

Beba, I am not going to write much. I already wrote you above about myself. If you want to know more, I will write about that in my next letter. Please, write me a detailed letter with a description of your life during these 16-17 years and about your family.

I am going to stop here. Be healthy and happy.  

Regards to your family. Moisei

Who killed Jews of Kupel?

Khaim Beider, Yiddish writer, who was born in Kupel in 1922 and died in New York in December 2003, told me, that he went to Kupel after the war and talked to local people. 
There was one real good Ukrainian woman, her name was Anna. She took care of Jewish mass grave. Anna told him that all Jews of Kupel, except for those who’s been taking to Volochisk for mass murder, were killed by local Ukrainians. She said to Beider: “No one German killed no one Jew in Kupel.  Local Ukrainian Policemen killed them all.” 

She also told him that there was 18 Jews, who were hidden by friendly Ukrainians neighbors almost to the end of German occupation, but they were hunted down by local anti-Semites and betrayed. They all were killed by Ukrainian policemen. Anna brought Beider to the mass grave of those 18 last ones. 

There are some stories telling among former Kupel’s Jews.   It says that Ukrainian man, who kept Shlema Kravets family in some hideout, got seduced by German promise to give two bags of salt (50 kg each) to anyone who betrays hidden Jew.

He simply multiplied 2 bags by 4 members of Shlema’s family and realized all of a sudden that he could be a rich man. So, he walked to police. On his way in fields he met his former neighbor and being asked where he’s going, told him whole plan. That man happened to be a partisan (rebel man). He told this traitor, that he would bury him and his family in this salt of betrayal. It obviously changed traitor’s plans and he turned back home. Schema’s family survived.
