J entertainment fun &
Kurdish

http:/ / www.geocities.com/ kurdishclub

Grammar (Réziman)

This is a short grammar of Kurmanji Kurdish from Baran Rizgar
dictionary of Kurdish-English and English Kurdish [Rizgar 1993].
Baran gives a comprehensive and systematic account of grammar
of Kurmanji Kurdish (as speken in Kurdistan region in Turkey). He
discusses noun and verb inflection and illustrates the concept of
ergativity in Kurmanji Kurdish (Kurdica editor).

Pronouns (Cinav)

Kurmanji has two groups of pronouns:
Simple Pronouns Oblique Pronouns English

Ez Min I

Tu Te You

Ew Wi He, it (Masc.)
Wé She, it (Fem.)

Em Me We

Hun We You

Ew Wan They

A) Use of the Simple Pronouns

They are used:
a) as the subject of the verb in all the tenses except the past
tenses of transitive verbs;

cln (to go) is an intransitive verb.

Ez dicim xwendegehé. | am going to the school.

Ez é bicim xwendegehé. | will go to the school.

Ez cim xwendegehé. | went to the school.

Ez cime xwendegehé. | have gone to the school.

Ez dicdm xwendegehé. | was going to the school.
I

Ez cubim xwendegehé. | had gone to the school.

b) as the object of transitive verbs in the past tenses.



ditin (to see) is a transitive verb.

Te ez ditim.

You saw me.

Te ez ditime. You have seen me.

Te ez diditim. You were seeing/used to see me.
Te ez ditbdm. You had seen me.

B) Use of the Oblique Pronouns
They are used:

a) as the subject of transitive verbs in the past tenses;

Xwarin (to eat) is a transitive verb.

. A | ate an apple.
Min sévek xwar. PP

Min sévek xwariye. | have eaten an apple.
Min sévek dixwar. | was eating an apple.
Min sévek xwaribd. | had eaten an apple.

b) as the object of transitive verbs in the future and present
tenses;

Tu min dibini. You see me.
Tu yé min bibini. You will see me.

c) as the object of a preposition ;

ji: from

ji min/ te/ wi/ wé/ me/ we/ wan from
me/you/him/her/us/you/them

d) in the possessive case.

desté my/your/his/her/our/your/their
min/ te/ wi/ wé/ me/ we/ wan hand
é mine, yours, his, hers, ours,

min/ te/ wi/ wé/ me/ we/ wan yours, theirs.

Object Pronouns

When a simple pronoun is used as the subject, an oblique
pronoun is used as the object and vice versa.



Ez te dibinim. | am seeing/see you.
Tu min dibini. You see me.

He/she sees
him/her.

Em we dibinin. We see you.
Hun me dibinin. You see us.
Ew wan dibinin. They see them.

Ew wi/ weé dibine.

Min tu diti. | saw you.

Te ez ditim. You saw me.

Wi ew dit. He saw him/her/it.
Weé ew dit. She saw him/her/it.
Me hun ditin. We saw you.

We em ditin. You saw you.

Wan ew ditin. They saw them.

Reflexive Pronoun

Reflexive Pronoun is the word xwe (own/oneself) for all the
persons.

Ez xwe dibinim. | see myself.

Tu xwe dibini.  You see yourself.

Ew xwe dibine. He/she/it sees himself/herself/itself.
Em xwe dibinin. We see ourselves.

Hun xwe dibinin. You see yourselves.

Ew xwe dibinin. They see themselves.

Possessive Adjectives/ Pronouns
(Rengdér/ cinavén xwediti)

The oblique pronouns are used as possesive adjectives/pronouns.
An ending connects the noun to the pronoun:

Definite Endings

-a feminine singular nouns
-é masculine singular nouns
-én plural nouns

The letter y acts as a buffer between the nouns ending in a vowel
and the ending.



I ndefinite Endings

-e feminine singular nouns
-1 masculine singular nouns
-e plural nouns

The ending of the related noun and the oblique pronoun form the
possessive pronoun.

Pirtidka min My book a min mine (book)
Kevciyé te Your spoon yé te yours (spoon)
Navé weé Her name é wé her (name)
Mala wi His home awi his (home)

Xwenderkarén me Our students én me ours (students)
Mamosteyén we Your teachersya wan theirs (table)

Pirtak te ji a min bastir e. Your book is better than mine.
eKevglyek te jiye min direjtir Your spoon is longer than mine.

A e a . c Their knives are heavier than
Kérén te ji én me girantir in.

ours.
Kéreke min A knife of mine
Mamosteyeki we A teacher (man) of yours
PirtGkine wan Some of their books

Kéreke min ne tdj e. A knife of mine is not sharp.
Min Mamosteyeki we dit | saw a teacher of yours.
Pirtikine wan bas in. Some of their books are good.

Verbs (Léker)

bi- is the prefix forming the imperative. In the compound verbs
with a non-verbal prefix, the non-verbal part replaces bi- .

cin (bice), mesin (bimege), dan (bide), rabin (rabe),
veketin (vekeve), hildan (hilde), etc.

The imparative plural gets -in instead of -e.

Bice! Go! (singular)
Bicin!) Go! (plural)
Bimese!) Walk! (singular)



Bidse!) Give! (singular)
Bidsin!) Give! (plural)

I nfinitive

The infinitive consists of past stem and -in (-n when the past
stem ends in a vowel).

infinitive past stemin/ n

hatin hat in (to come)

aveétin aveét in (to throw)

Kirin Kir in (to do)

bln bd n (to be, to become)
cln ca n (to go)

dan da n (to give)

nivisin nivisi n (to write)

Tenses (Dem)
Present Tense (Dema Niha)

The present stem is the part betwen the prefix bi- and the ending -
e of the imperative.

infinitive imperative present stem

Kirin bike Kk
dan bide d
nivisin binivise nivis
cirandin bigirine cirin

peyivin  bipeyive peyiv

The imperative of the compound verbs with a non-verbal part
acting as prefix includes the non-verbal part instead of the prefix
bi- . Thus the present stem includes the non-verbal part too.

infinitive imperative present stem

rGnivisin rlne rd-n
vekirin veke ve-k
rabdn rabe ra-b

The verb ban (to be) is an auxiliary verb which also helps with
forming the present tense.

The conjugation of bdn in the present tense:



After a consonant after a vowel

Ez im me | am

Tu 1 yi You are
Ew e ye He/shelit is
Em in ne We are
Hunin ne You are

Ew in ne They are
Ez diréj im. | am tall.

Ez mamoste me.| am a teacher.

Present Tense:= di + present stem + bln.

Kirin(bike): to do

di + present stem + bin
Ez dikim di + k + im | do/am doing
Tu dikT  di + k + 10 You do
Ew dike di+ k + € He/she/it does
Em dikin di + k + in We do
Hun dikindi + k + in You do
Ew dikin di + k + in  They do
Dan(bide): to give

di + present stem + bdn
Ez didim di + d + im | give/am giving
Tu didi  di+ d + 1 You give
Ew dide di+ d + e He/she/it gives
Em didin di + d + in We give
Hun didindi + d + in You give
Ew didin di+ d + in  They give

Peyvin(bipeyive): to speak

di + present stem + bdn
Ez dipeyivim di + peyiv + im | speak/am speaking

Tu dipeyivi  di + peyiv + 1 You speak
Ew dipeyive di + peyiv + e He/she/it speaks
Em dipeyivin di + peyiv + in We speak
Hun dipeyivindi + peyiv + in You speak



Ew dipeyivin di + peyiv + in They speak

When using a compound verb in the present tense, di- is placed in
between the non-verbal part and the present stem.

Runistin(rdne): to sit

Ez rGdinim | sit/am sitting
Tu radini  You sit

Ew rddine He/she/it sits
Em ridinin We sit

Hun rQdinin You sit

Ew rGdinin They sit

Vekirin(veke): to open

Ez vedikim | open/am opening
Tu vediki  You open

Ew vedike He/she/it opens
Em vedikin We open

Hun vedikin You open

Ew vedikin They open

The case is negated by replacing di- with na- .

Ez dicim | go

Ez nacim | don't go
Tu radini  You sit

Tu rGnadniYou don't sit

past Tenses (Demén Bori)
Simple past tense (Dema boriya tédayi)

a) Interansitive Verbs: an intransitive verb is a verb which does
not take a direct object.

The verb agrees with the subject of the sentence. Therfore the
present conjugation of the auxiliary verb ban (to be) is added to
the past stem in agreement with the subject.

The past stem is obtained by taking out -in or -n from the
infinitive.



Subject + past stem + _Bdn

Ez hat + im | came
Tu didi hat + 1 You came

Ew dide hat + e* He/she/it came

Em didin hat + in  We came

Hun didin hat + in  You came

Ew didin  hat + in They came

*) - and -e are usually omitted. When the past stem ends in a
vowel the first vowel of the auxiliary verb is omitted.

Verb Past stem peyivin (to speak) peyivi
Ez peyivim

Tu peyivi

Ew peyivi

Em peyivin

Hun peyivin

Ew peyivin

b) Transitive Verbs: A transitive verb is a verb which takes a
direct object, e.g.: kirin(to do), nivisin (to write), dan (to give).

The second (oblique) group of the personal pronouns is used as the
subject of the sentence while the first (simple) group being used
as the object .

The verb agrees with the object. Therefore the auxiliary verb bln
(to be) is added to the past stem in agreement with the object.

Verb Past stem
ditin (to see) dit

Subject Object past +
+ + stem Bidn
Wi ez dit  + im He saw
me.
Min tu dit + 1 | saw you.
R . We saw
Me ew dit * € him/her/it.
We em dit + in  You saw us.
Wé hun dit + in She saw you.
Wan ew dit + in They saw them



*) -iis frequently ommitted; -e is almost always omitted.

Verb Past stem

Avétin (to throw) avét

Min ew aveét. | threw it.

Min ew avétin. | threw them.

Te kevir avét. You threw the stone.
Te kevir avétin. You threw the stones.

Wi/ weé kevirek avét. He/she threw the stone.
Wi/ weé kevirin avétin. He/she threw some stones.

Me Kevir avét. We threw the stone.

Me Kevir avétin. We threw the stones.

We Kevirek avét. You threw a stone.

We Kevirin avétin. You threw (some) stones.
Wan ew aveét. They threw it.

Wan ew avétin. They threw them.

Verb Past stem

dan (to give) da

Min ew da Azad. | gave it to Azad..
Min ew dan Azad.| gave them to Azad.
Verb Past stem

nivisin (to write) nivisi

Me ew nivisi. We wrote it.

Me ew nivisin. We wrote them.

This tense is negated using the prefix -ne .

Ez nehatim. | did not come.
Ew necln. They did not go.
Min ew venekir. | did not open it.
Min ew neavét. | did not threw it.

Mi navé min nenivisi. He did not write my name.

past progressive (continous) Tense
(Dema boriya berdest)

di- + simple past tense conjugation.

Simple Past Past Progressive



Ez c¢lm. dicim. | went/was going.

Tu peyivi. dipeyivi. You spoke/were speaking.
Wi xwar. dixwar. He ate/was eating.

Wé avét. diavét. She threw/was throwing.
Me Kir. dikir. We did/were doing.

Hun hatin. dihatin. You came/were coming.
Ew raketin. radiketin. They slept/were sleeping.

In Kurmanji, the Past Progressive Tense also indicates a constant
or frequent practice in the past such as used toin English.

beré: formerly

Min beré cizare dikisand. | used to smoke.
Wi beré pir dixwar. He used to eat much.

Perfect Tenses
Present perfect tense (Dema boriya dadar)

It is used when the effects of a past action or event are still felt in
the present or when there are no clear indications about the time
that the action took place.

a) I ntransitive Verbs

The present perfect tense is formed by adding the auxiliary verb
blin(the present conjugation used after a vowel) to the past stem.

Subject + past stem + _Bdn
Ez ¢l + me | have gone

Tu cu + y1  You have gone

Ew cu + ye He/she/it has gone
Em cu + ne We have gone

Hun ¢l + ne You have gone

Ew cu + ne They have gone

When the past stem ends in a consonant, i is placed between the
past stem and bin .

Subject + past stem + _Bln
Ez hat + ime | have come
Tu hat + iyl  You have come



Ew hat + iye He/she/it has come
Em hat + ine We have come

Hun hat + ine You have come

Ew hat + ine They have come

b) Transitive Verbs The same conjugation of bln is used, but
unlike the intransitive verb agreeing with the object.

Subject Object past +
+ + stem Bdn
Te ez dit + ime. You have
seen me.
Min tu dit + iyi | have seen you.
. . . He has seen
Wi ew dit * Y& him/her/it.
Wé em dit + ine She has seen us.
Me hun dit + ine We have seen you.
We ew dit + ine They have seen
them

. . They have seen

We ew dit * Y8 him/her/it.

ne- is used as the prefix negating the verb.

Ma te Azad ditiye? Have you seen Azad?

Na, min ew neditiye. No, | haven’t seen him.

Min pirtikek daye Azad.| have given Azad a book.

Weé pirtiak nedane min. He has not given the books to me.
Wan pirtak neanine. They have not brought the books.

Past Perfect Tense
(Dema boriya ciroki

The past perfect is formed with the past stem and the past simple
conjugation bun.

a) Intransitive Verbs The verb agrees with the subject, therefore
the conjugation of bdn is in agreement with the subject.

+ _bln(simple past)
Ez + bdm
Tu + ba(yi)*



Ew + b0
Em + bdln
Hun + bdn
Ew + bln

*) -yi is frequently omitted.

Verb Past stem
cin (to go) ¢l
Subject + past stem + _Bln

Ez ¢l + bdm. | had gone
Tu

cu + bal(yi). You had gone
Ew ¢l + bd. He/she/it had gone
Em cu + bdin. We had gone
Hun cu + bdn. You had gone
Ew cl + bln. They had gone

When the past stem ends in a consonant, i is placed between the
past stem and bin .

Verb Past stem
hatin (to come) hat

Subject + past stem +i + _Bun
Ez hat + i+ bdm | had come

Tu hat + 1 +bd(yl) You had come

Ew hat + i +b0. He/she/it had come
Em hat + i +bln. We had come

Hun hat + i +bln. You had come

Ew hat + i +bdn. They had come

Gava ku ew hat, hun ¢cabdn. When he came, you had gone.
Gava ku hun c¢cin, ew hatibln. When you went, they had come.

ne- is used as the prefix negating the verb.

Em nehatibin. WE had not come.
Hun necabdn. We had not gone.

b) Transitive Verbs The verb agrees with the object, therfore the
conjungtion of bdn is in agreement with the object.



Verb Past stem
ditin (to see) dit

Subject Object past +1 +
+ + stem Bin
Te ez dit + 0+ bam. You had
seen me.
. . + i
Min tu dit +ba(yh) | had seen you.
R R . . He had seen
Wi ew dit + i +b0. him/her/it.
Weé em dit + i +b0n. She had seen us.
Me hun dit + i +bdn. We had seen you.
We ow dit + i +ban. They had seen
them
. . . They had seen
We ew dit + i +b0. him/her/it.
Gava ku hun hatin, min ew When you came, | had not
neditibd. seen him.

Bilani (Optative Mood)

Bilani is the verbal form expressing desire: e.g. in Greek, not in
English. It also forms the basis for the Subjunctive mood and the
future tense . a) Present It is formed by replacing di- in the
present tense with bi-.

peyivin: to speak

Present Tense Bilani

Ez dipeyivim. Ez bipeyivim.
Tu dipeyivi. Tu bipeyivi.
Ew dipeyive. Ew bipeyive.
Em dipeyivin. Em bipeyivin.
Hun dipeyivin. Hun bipeyivin.
Ew dipeyivin.  Ew bipeyivin.

bi- is not used with the compound verbs with non-verbal part
functioning as prefix.

rabdn: stand up

Present Tense Bilani



Ez radibim. Ez rabim.

Tu radibi. Tu rabi.
Ew radibe. Ew rabe.
Em radibin. Em rabin.
Hun radibin. Hun rabin.
Ew radibin. Ew rabin.

-ne negates the verb. (Ez nepeyivim, tu ranebi.)

b) Past Tense bi + simple tense + a

peyivin: to speak

Simple Past Tense Bilani(Past Simple)

Ez peyivim. Ez bipeyivima.
Tu peyivi. Tu bipeyiviya.
Ew peyivi. Ew bipeyiviya.
Em peyivin. Em bipeyivina.
Hun peyivin. Hun bipeyivina.
Ew peyivin. Ew bipeyivina.
kirin: to do

Simple Past Tense Bilani(Past Simple)

Min Kir. Min bikira.
Te kir. Te bikira.
Wi Kir. W1 bikira.
Me Kir. Me bikira.
We Kir. We bikira.
Wan Kir. Wan bikira.

C) Past Perfect

Past Perfect tense + a ( ya when following a vowel.

cln: to go
Past Perfect Bilani( Past Sound
Tense Perfect) Variations

1 2
Ez cGbdm. Ez cGbdma. cibiwama cibama



Tu ¢cabl(y1). Tu clbdya.
Ew clbd. Ew cliblya.
Em cabdn. Em cdblna.
Hun cdbdn. Hun cdbdna.
Ew ¢clbdn. Ew clbdna.
Kirin: to buy

Past Perfect Bilani(Past
Tense Perfect)
Min Kirib{. Min Kirfbdya.
Te Kiribd. Te kiribOya.
W1 Kiribd. Wi kiriblya.
Wé kiribd. Wé Kiriblya.
Me Kiribd. Me kiriblya.
We Kiribd. We Kiribdya.
Wan Kiribd. Wan kiribdya.

Future Tense (Dema

subject + & + bilani

Xw arin: to eat

Bilani
Ez bixwim.
Tu bixwi.

Ew bixwe.

Em bixwin.
Hun bixwin.
Ew bixwin.

Future Tense

Ez é bixwim.
Tu yé* bixwi.

Ew é bixwe.

Em é bixwin.
Hun é bixwin.

| will eat

you will eat
He/she/it will
eat

We will eat
You will eat

Ew é bixwin.

cibiwaya
cibiwaya
chbiwana
cUbiwana
chbiwana

Sound
Variations

Kiribiwa
Kiribiwa
Kiribiwa
Kiribiwa
Kiribiwa
Kiribiwa
Kiribiwa

Pési)

They will eat

*) € is replaced with yé when following a vowel.

"tu é" is often contracted as té (Tu yé bixwi/Té bixwi).
"ew €" is often contracted as wé.
If the subject is a noun, the future tense indicator € may be

replaced with wé or dé . (Azad é bice: Azad wé bice/Azad dé bige.)

Conditional (Hekant)

ciba(ya)
cuba(ya)
cibana
clbana
cibana

2

Kiriba
Kiriba
Kirtba
Kiriba
Kirtba
Kiriba
Kiriba



The conditional is formed by one of the following words (all
meaning if ) and Bilani.

Hek, Heke, ku, ger, eger, heger: if
a) Present

Bilani Future Tense
Ez bicim. Hek Ez bigim. If | go
Tu bi¢ci.  Hek Tu bici. If you go

If he/she/it
goes

Em bigin. Hek Em bicin. |f we go
Hun bicin. Hek Hun bicin. If you go
Ew bigin. Hek Ew bigin. If they go

Ew bice. Hek Ew bige.

b) Simple Past

Bilani Future Tense
Ez bicima. Hek Ez bicima. If | went
Tu bicdya. Hek Tu biglya. If you went

If he/she/it
went

Em bicdna. Hek Em bicina. If we went
Hun bicGna. Hek Hun bicOna. If you went

Ew bigliya. Hek Ew biclya.

Ew biclna. Hek Ew bicina. [f they went
Bilani Hekani(Past Sou_nd_
= Perfect) Variations

1 2
gEgbOma. Hek Ez ¢cObdma. cibiwama clbama
Tu ¢Obdya. Hek Tu ¢lbdya. cUbiwaya ciba(ya)
Ew clOblya. Hek Ew clbdya. cibiwaya ciba(ya)
gfrjnbﬂna. Hek Em clObdna. cUbiwana clbana
HAunA Hek Hun clb(na. cUbiwana cibana
ciblna.
Ew clblna. Hek Ew cOblna. clObiwanaclibana

Hek ez cibima wir, men é ew kiribaya.
If | had gone there, | would have bought it.
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