Grand Master & 

Five Time Heavyweight Champion

Steve Combs

I started training in 1966 at Chuck Norris’ Tang Soo Do School in Redondo Beach California under his black belt John Natividad. This was my first introduction to marital arts and at the time did not devote a lot of time to it. Then in 1969 I had the opportunity to enter a Taoist Monastery in Taipei Taiwan and trained under a very famous Grand Master Cheng Man-Ching for almost three years. During this time I studied the ancient Chinese philosophy of Tao and underwent a vigorous training in the Southern Shaolin School of Chi Kung, Wei Kung, Nei Kung, and mental concepts of T’ai Chi Ch’uan. 

Through this training I was taught several form of discipline that helped me develop respect and honor of the true Chinese Martial Arts. I can remember staying in a small room for three months when I first got there; eating just a bowl of rice and some vegetables every day, it was very hard in the beginning but as time passed I became accustom to it. My Grand Master Cheng told me the first day I could leave anytime if I wanted, but if I come out of the room I would have to leave the Monastery. He told me that this was a way to eliminate the western world and be reborn into a new life, a sort of cleansing my spirit, so I stayed and have never regretted it. As time passed, I started to develop into a strong and powerful student from all of the training I received from all of the monks and Master Cheng. I would like to expand on my stay in Taiwan but have given a vow not to reveal this information.

I then returned to California in the first part of 1971 and trained with several top instructors personally up to the end of 1972 simultaneously. I trained with Chuck Norris in Tang Soo Do Karate for eight month at his South Torrance School every day from four in the morning to eight in the morning. Chuck taught me the forms of Tang Soo Do and his personal fighting techniques during this time. I can remember him putting me through a very rigorous workout every day for those eight months. We often free fight with one another and on occasions he would invite his top Black Belts to join our workout. After I finished training with Chuck we remained friends and stayed in contact until I left Los Angeles in 1973. It was 1978 when I returned to the United States and by that time Chuck was well on his to becoming famous and was unable to keep in touch with him. In 1993 I contacted him about setting up a “Kick Drugs Out of America” chapter in Saipan and invited him to come for a visit. He replied, 

congratulating me on my recent win at a tournament and explained that his TV series was very demanding that he could not come.

 For several months I trained with Bruce Lee of Jeet Kune Do and he taught me the theory behind his famous Intercepting fist. I was really into fighting at that time and after my encounter with Chuck I wanted to learn some of the hand techniques Bruce had developed. He was a very demanding teacher, a perfectionist who allowed no margin for error. Bruce was very cocky, but then he was good enough to back up his demeanor.

Bruce was on a different level than the other martial artist I’d studied under at that time. He was cutting a new boundaries and it was truly amazing to have personally witnessed even a small part of that martial art evolution. I can remember a game Bruce taught me, we would stand in a side horse position facing each other. I would have my left hand up in front of my face to block and Bruce would put his left hand on his knee, the object was to block his strike to my temple from that position, all I had to do is move my hand or head a couple of inches. I was never able to block that lightening fast strike. I never saw anyone move with such speed.

After my short stay with Bruce in San Francisco I studies with Ed Parker every other day for four month at his Chinese Kempo Karate school in Los Angeles California. This was the time that Ed was trying to promote more interest in his style and was putting together a training package for martial artist interested in learning and becoming Black Belts for him. It was a very good idea and I took full advantage of it for a short amount of time.

 At the same time I was training with Ed Parker I also started training with was Philip Scornia of the Zendoru Karate for four months. I worked out with Phil at his school in Redondo Beach California on the days I wasn’t Kempo training. Phil was another demanding instructor and gave me new insights on way of incorporating traditional and western styles of teaching. Zendoru was base from the teachings of Zen, and incorporated traditional Japanese martial arts with the western concepts of Karate. 

A close and personal friend, Steve Fisher, and a seventh degree Black Belt is highly regarded in the martial arts community and has over 100 first place trophies as a professional fighter. Steve among his other accomplishments is the personal trainer for Robin Shao who played Lu Kan in Mortal Combat 1 & 2. Steve was an instructor who I spent a lot of time with; I can remember when he opened his first school in Hawthorne California. We worked out off and on for several years until I moved away in 1973. But every time I would come back to the Los Angeles area I would get together and train with him in his style of Shoenru. Along with Steve, I trained with his instructor Mike Stone and his teacher, Master Tadashi Yamashita for six months. To this day Steve and I remain good close friends.

During that time, late 1971, I competed in the All Styles Open Karate Championship held in Long Beach California and took first place in the heavyweight division. It was my first time in competition and knew all the instructors I trained with were watching to see how good I really was. In 1972 I was Chuck Norris’ Grand Marshall in the All Styles Karate Championship held in Long Beach California and became a member of the West Coast All-Star competition team. That year I took second place in the heavyweight division at the East/West All-Star Tournament held in New York and opened the Ch’an Lao School of Karate in Inglewood California. I taught at three parks and recreation centers in the Inglewood area, which feed my school in Inglewood. I can remember teaching one day when this guy walked in and told me that a he was from Guam and wanted to know if I would go back with him and open a school. Little did I know at the time he was sent to me by Grand Masters Hal Keakueva, Han Ta Tsui and Kelly Choi to bring me back to finish my training that Grand Master Cheng started. 

So I moved to Guam in 1973 and opened the Guam Academy of Martial Arts with third degree Black Belt Bernard Franquez. The school in Guam was the first ever to combine all style of martial arts on the island; we had TaeKwonDo, Judo, and Kung Fu being taught there at the same place by different instructors. I was to be the head instructor and Grand Master Keakueva was the director while Bernard was the owner and in charge of all the outside instructors teaching at the facility.

I trained with Grand Master Hal Kekueva for three and one half years. Hal was a very demanding and traditional teacher, and in 1974 I started my training at his house. Every day I would show up at around eleven in the morning. I would do three hours of stretching, 2 hours of forms and one hour before he would come home I would pull weed in his yard. I needed to have a shopping bag filled by the time he got home or I would not see him that night and could not learn anything new. The minute I saw him pulling up to the house I would go on my seven-mile run and would return just after he finished dinner. Hal would spend two hours with me teaching me something new in the Southern Shaolin T’ai Chi Tang Lang (praying mantis) style. I learned a great deal form Grand Master Keakueva; most important was the iron palm, he also continued my training in Chi Kung, Wei Kung that Master Cheng started and some secret systems of T’ai Chi Tang Lang. I can remember when Bruce Lee died, my Grand Master Hal, knew Bruce’s teacher Yip Man and Bruce himself, he was very up set with me because I wanted to go with him to the funeral; he wouldn’t let me go because of Lee’s exploiting 

the arts and breaking from tradition. Back then I obeyed any command from Hal without question. That’s the way I was being trained, very traditionally and he didn’t want me to break my training or I would have to start all over again. But to this day I regret not going to Bruce’s funeral with him. In 1995 Master Keakueva promoted me to Master and Pacific Representative of the T’ai Chi Tang Lang Association; he died a few years back in 1997, which then gave me the title of Grand Master.

 Master Han Ta Tsui of the Southern Shaolin Yang Cheng T’ai Chi Ch’uan Association was a top student of my Grand Master Cheng from the Taoist Monastery in Taiwan. Master Tsui was to complete my physical training in Cheng’s 64 PaKau T’ai Chi Ch’uan. I spent three years studying with Master Tsui and he promoted me to Master in 1995 in the Yang Cheng T’ai Chi Ch’uan Association.

Grand Master Kelly Choi of the Southern Shaolin Five Animals was also on Guam and I had the opportunity to train with him. Masters Choi, Keakueva, and Tsui then formed the Southern Shaolin Yang Cheng T’ai Chi & Kung Fu Association and together presented me with a document of my Master certificate. That same year I took first place in the Guam All Island Karate Tournament’s heavyweight division.

I moved to Hawaii in early 1976 and established the Southern Shaolin Yang Cheng T’ai Chi & Kung Fu Association of Hawaii and competed in the Hawaiian

Open Karate Championship and took first place in forms (kata). In 1977 I graduated from the University of Hawaii Manao Campus with a Masters Degree in Far Eastern Religion, specializing in ancient Chinese philosophy (Taoism) and Asian studies. I lectured at the Honolulu Community College for one year and then moved to California.

After moving back to California in 1978 I opened the Southern Shaolin Yang Cheng T’ai Chi & Kung Fu Association in Torrance California and in 1979 became a member of the Chinese Martial Arts Association of Los Angeles. Then in 1980 I created, wrote, produced and hosted a pilot for television, “World of T’ai Chi: for channel five. In 1981 I created, wrote, produced, co-directed and hosted a television series for cable called “The Teachings of T’ai Chi Ch’uan” through the instructional media department of the University of California at Dominguez Hills that aired on nine local cable stations for six years. During that time I also taught philosophy at the University of California at Dominguez Hills for two years. 

In 1983 I opened another school in Manhattan Beach California and went back to University of California at Dominguez Hills to lecture on ancient Chinese philosophy. In 1986 I attended the annual Chinese Martial Arts Association awards presentation and again in 1987 where I was given an award for continuous contribution in the Chinese Martial Arts. I then moved to New York in 1988 and opened the Southern

Shaolin Yang Cheng T’ai Chi & Kung Fu Association of New York. I was invited to compete in the Chinese Invitational Tournament of New York in 1989 and took first place in the heavyweight division. I held a T’ai Chi  & Kung Fu demonstration in 1989 and again in 1990 at Far Rockaway’s New York.

After that demonstration I again moved back to Guam in 1990 to re-open the Guam Academy of Martial Arts after learning that my good friend third degree black belt Bernard Franquez was taken ill and was not able to continue teaching or keeping the school open. That same year and the next year (1991) I was the voted to be the head judge for all the martial arts tournaments held on Guam. Then in 1992 I move to Saipan for my job and opened to CNMI Academy of Martial Arts Southern Shaolin Yang Cheng T’ai Chi & Kung Fu Association in San Vicente. I was again the head judge of the Guam TaeKwonDo Tournament in 1993 and took first place in the Black Belt heavyweight division by knockout. 

In 1996 I created, wrote, co-produced, and co-directed a television series called “Martial Arts in the Mariana’s” that aired for 4 years on Mariana’s Cable Vision and continue to teach the Traditional Style of the Southern Shaolin Yang Cheng T’ai Chi Kung Fu and in May 2000 I promoted Matthew Kirschenheiter to Jiao Liang.







