A380 History of Photography

Unit Paper #3: Brief research report

General description

For this assignment, you are asked to engage in a short, web-based research project on the history of photography. Because we can only focus on a limited number of photographers and issues during the semester, there are still a HUGE number of photographers, technologies, and the like which we have not been able to explore in-depth. For this reason, this assignment allows you to explore a subject, photographer, or technology, etc. that has not been addressed (or only briefly so) in class. Subjects we have covered in some depth in class (e.g., portrait daguerreotypes, Matthew Brady, Lewis Hine, the pictorialist/naturalist debate, and the like) are not "fair game" for this assignment. Any photographer, photograph, etc. that you have seen in Rosenblum but we haven’t really discussed might be a good place to start. 

You may do work on any aspect of photography that interests you. Please email me (ekuebler@indiana.edu) by Friday April 19th at 5:00 pm with your possible subject for approval. Additionally, I can possibly give you some further directions or hints on how to proceed. Some possibilities are listed below, but you are NOT limited to this list- please choose something that you would like to know more about. 

A handful of possible topics/photographers:

‘Spirit’ photography (photos of the spirit world & ghosts)

Photographing the dead (NOTE: this is not the same as spirit photography)

The Russian photo avant-garde

Development of color photography

Developing the West via photography

Sidewalk photographers (kid-on-a-pony photographers)

Ansel Adams (the quintessential landscape man and founder of F/64)

Imogene Cunningham

Walter Eisenstadt

Gordon Parks (the only African-American FSA photographer)

For other ideas and some good basic resources, check the list-in-progress on the course website at http://www.geocities.com/kueblerwolf/A380/A380_links.htm
(click the "Image links" link from the main course page)

Guidelines:

Mechanics: the paper should be about 5 pages, typed and double spaced, using standard one-inch margins and 12 point (maximum) font. Must include: printouts of images discussed, endnotes/footnotes and a bibliography of websites used. 

Due date: 4/24/02 (one day later than original schedule)

Content: I expect you to approach your subject in the same manner we have been doing in class; that is to say, consider the significance of the subject within the history of the field, how the subject relates to the social and cultural history of the time, and examine the formal qualities of the photographs produced by the photographer, movement, technology, etc. This project should not be a dissertation but rather a basic introduction to the movement, photographer, technology, etc. You should include at least one relevant image which you use to discuss the larger subject at hand. 

