Lesson Taught Discussion

I thought my lesson over Breeds of Cattle went well considering it was my first time teaching a classroom full of high school students.  I went into the situation with an open mind and learned from the mistakes I made.  I actually got to teach my lesson twice which I thought was a huge benefit to me.  The first time I taught my lesson was to a class of freshmen in 102.  This was a lot more challenging than I thought it was going to be.  I was actually pretty nervous to get in front of a group, something I have done many times before.  I went through my whole power point and answered any of the student’s questions.  We then went through a section in my power point where I had a picture of an animal and then posed the question of which breed was this animal.  We then went through a process of dwindling down the possibilities of what breed it could possibly until we landed on the right one.  After I thought my lesson the first time Mr. Hardin and I went over a list of things that he had written done to change.  So the next class walks in and saw my power point and asked if I mind giving it to them.  Well this presented me with the opportunity to immediately work on some of the things Mr. Hardin and I had just talked about.  I did improve and was a good bit calmer teaching the second class. 


I learned a lot from my experience teaching class.  I learned that every little thing has to be explained.  Even the little things that have been second hand knowledge since I was in third grade has to be explained so that all the students have a chance to grab the concept that I am trying to teach.  I also found that I can be a bit too fast going through the slides.  I went all the way through my power point while Mr. Hardin used it later in the day and got through the first three slides.  I believe this will improve as I teach more and more and realize that they are high school kids not undergrads at Texas A&M. 


As far as classroom management goes the students were well behaved and acted with a tremendous amount of respect.  They asked questions on things they didn’t understand and tried to learn the material the best they could for as quickly as I went through it.  I believe the whole experience was a good one for me and will benefit me later on down the road.  
