Lesson plan Discussion Paper

My lesson that I will teach in El Campo High School will be Breeds of Cattle.  Mr. Hardin gave me the choice of either teaching breeds of livestock or plant science.  This was a pretty easy decision for me considering I do not have an extensive background in plant science but do have one in breeds of livestock.  


The first thing any good teacher has to do is know the students they are teaching and what they know about the subject as well as to get their attention right from the beginning.  Well in my lesson I decided I needed to know something about them and their background in beef cattle production.  I will start the class off asking if any of the students own cattle or ever plan to own cattle and what breed they plan to utilize.  Next I need something to get their attention.  I have decided to quickly discuss the economic impact knowing the breed strengths and weaknesses give a producer.  I hope this will attract the students to the subject and get them interested.

I will use a power point presentation during my lesson.  I think this allows the best possible way for me to teach and the students the opportunity to learn the material.  The way the power point is designed allows the students to see all the breeds and they represent in the cattle world.  The power point will also keep me on track with my lesson.  With subjects that I have a deep knowledge base I tend to ramble about little things that might not be important to the lesson.  The students will also do a question and answer portion which is located at the end of the power point.  In this part of the lesson I will pose the question which breed is this and as a class they will narrow down the possibilities using what they have been taught until they find out what breed of animal is in the picture.

I am concerned with that I might not be able to get across all the information that is needed to pass a test further down the road.  Being a senior in college and never teaching a lesson I am worried that I might talk over the students head.  Other words I would teach the class like a college professor rather than a high school agriculture teacher.


In the end I think teaching this lesson to high school freshmen will ultimately make me a better teacher.  I hope that I receive positive feedback from the teacher and that he will have a list of improvements that would help me to be a more effective teacher down the road.   
