Exam Discussion 

Higher level thinking exams are important in high classrooms today.  Since many kid’s futures are clearly dependent on how they do on a TAKS test, it is important that we as educators do our part to help them and give them the best opportunity to do well.  The TAKS test can be very stressful when considering the outcome if you don’t perform well on the test.  By creating a test of this nature, teachers can not only provide benefits to their students but also to themselves by having the chance at getting more students involved in their classrooms because they know you are trying to help them.


Creating the test was rather difficult for me.  Especially the multiple choice section where you can choose from such a wide variety of questions.  It is hard to create questions that have enough information so a student can actually pass.  I found the short answer part to be fairly easy to create since they basically descried a characteristic that was taught in class.  I think the essay is the best question to come up with.  I can make this question very difficult or fairly straight forward.  I choose somewhere in the middle.  The essay question gives a student a chance to show off a little bit of what they have taken from that part of the course.  It also allows for some pretty interesting answers considering that an essay question can be opened ended.  These types of tests force the student to study and prepare and actually learn the material that has been presented to them rather than just memorizing a few definitions to only forget them after the whole thing is done.
