Characteristics of an Effective Teacher


There are many different ways to teach and many different characteristics that are needed to be an effective teacher.  Research has proven that there are five very important characteristics that are essential to being an effective teacher.  These are clarity, variability, enthusiasm, task oriented and business like behavior, and giving the student the opportunity to learn.  

The first of these characteristics is clarity.  A teacher that is clear in their explanations of concepts and what is expected helps the student be prepared for class in a timelier manner.  A teacher does not have to explain a lesson plan more then once.  Teachers that use clarity very well also stay more organized and keep their lessons going in a timely manner because they don’t have to explain things more than once.  If teachers have to explain things more than once and keep repeating themselves they might become flustered and possibly angry and then get off topic and then learning has stopped.  Questions should also be answered in a clear manner because if a student asks a question he or she might not understand the information or is looking for further clarity.

Next is variability.  Variability is important in keeping students attention so that learning is taking place at all times.  Variability comes in many different forms from how a teacher uses his or her voice to using different forms of getting a point across.  Some teachers might use power points while others write on a chalkboard.  A little mix up might be to watch a movie that directly involves the concept that is being taught in class.  Teachers also have to make sure not to use too much variability as this may become confusing to students because they don’t know what to expect.  

Another important trait is having a very professional task oriented business like classroom.  Many teachers just want to be fun so they are not “hated” by their students.  Yet teachers still have to have some authority within their classrooms.  Teachers can do this by having a clear defined set of rules and regulations in their classrooms.  This is easily done with having a syllabus or having a grading rubric for a project.  Dates are also important to keep.  A student must keep up with a project or turn in homework on time at the risk of receiving a lower grade.

Enthusiasm is another trail needed by teachers.  My own experience has taught me that when a teacher is more enthusiastic about the subject matter the students are more likely to learn and get more out of a lesson.  Now there is a difference between love of a subject and enthusiasm.  Even if a teacher has a love for the subject they can still be boring in the students’ eyes.  Therefore learning has stopped.

Finally the student must have the opportunity to learn.  This final characteristic is really a combination of the first four traits.  In order for the student to learn the teacher must be clear in their directions, have the ability to keep the attention of the student in order to get their point across, and finally have rules and regulations in their classrooms to keep students on task and in line.


Many teachers are great in one of these five categories.  However teachers need more than just one trait to be effective.  Teachers need to learn how to integrate all five characteristics into their teaching styles, not necessarily all at once, but they must give the student the chance to learn.  

