Dear Mr. Butler,
I have been a lover of your work for years.  Anytime I saw you in a film I would enjoy it even though I didn’t know they were all the same person until Phantom.  Your performance in Phantom blew me away.  No one can play Phantom like you because no one understands Phantom like you.  I first saw Phantom when I was sixteen and it just hit me so hard.  I truly felt for the Phantom not because I felt sorry for him or because I wanted to fix him but I could identify with him.  I know now that a lot of it has to do with the fact that I know what it is to live in a vacuum, without love.  I could appreciate the Phantom’s pain because of my own pain and life.  It is only because of my faith that I had the strength to endure and remain strong enough to not suffer the same fate as Phantom.  It was through that strength that I was able to make the decision that I could not control what happened to me as a child I could only control my life as an adult.  My path was now mine to be responsible for.  I could decide to feel sorry for myself or I could do something worthwhile with my life, something that in some way, could make up for the injustice of my past.  If I couldn’t get the love, compassion, and understanding that I needed, then I would give it to others.  It seemed cathartic in a way.  Unfortunately, Phantom didn’t have that catalyst, that spark that he needed to be able to make that decision so he stayed filled with hate and fear.  That’s what caused him to go mad, not the world’s hatred for him, but his own self hatred.


Other than the understanding and the compassion that I had for Phantom, I also thought Christine was an idiot to choose Raoul over Phantom.  I can see now that only by experiencing pain can we truly appreciate the pain of others.  Not to feel sorry for them or pity them because that would be a slap in the face.  Sometimes it takes all you have just to drag yourself out of bed.  Now I know that Christine wasn’t an idiot, only ill prepared to love Phantom.  She had a happy life, one without pain.  Her father dying was her only real pain and then she was sheltered and loved in the opera house.  So Raoul was perfect for her.  Had she suffered real pain, only then could she have loved Phantom.  That’s the true tragedy of this story.  Phantom is an incredible character.  He could do almost anything:  sing, architecture, composing, but he couldn’t love himself.  He needed Christine for that, but she couldn’t give it to him.

Even though I truly love Phantom and your interpretation of him, this is not the main purpose of this letter.  I really just wanted to write and tell and thank you for the inspiration you have been to my life.  After I saw the movie, I went to the website because I really love this version.  The darkness, danger, and sensuality of Phantom permeated this film.  I have seen a couple of different versions but this one was my favorite, it really moved me.  I loved everyone and their performances, especially Emmy Rossum.  She is a powerhouse.  I was really surprised to find out that she was only eighteen when she made this film.  I was really, really impressed with her, she added an intelligence and realism that was lacking in the other versions that I have seen.

When I was on the website, I noticed the option to access Mr. Schumacher and your Q&A’s.  I found what you had to say very refreshing and honest.  I was really touched by your words.  I noticed that everyone kept telling you happy birthday so curiosity got the better of me and I googled your birthday.  What came up was the Wikipedia document which I have included, so you don’t think I have been digging through your garbage or stalking you ;P

First off,I thought that was some pretty personal information to be available to the public.  I don’t know if I would want my life on display like that.  But it allowed me to truly see and appreciate the true strength and beauty of you.  Not because of your pain, but your response to it.  Many of the things that you have gone through I have experience with and I know the pain and damage that can come from them.  Only a remarkable individual could go through that and not come out with a self pitying attitude.  Because of your strength and resilency, I was able to see mine.  This is something I have been lacking.  You have allowed me to see the beauty in continuing to fight even though everything and everyone is telling me it is useless.  This is something I couldn’t do for myself and it truly is a wonderful gift.  I wanted to write and let you know how much your work and your life has meant to me.
                                                                                                                   All my thanks,

                                                                                                 Katherine McDaniel (Kat)

PS  I am including my phone number and my email address so I can be added to any fan club you might have.  I guess, in a way, you could say I am your biggest fan. (
912-564-7358 Eastern Time Zone

ceddrwyn@gmail.com
