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Dear Mr. Butler,

It seems to me that you are a Christian.  As it says in the bible, you can tell a good tree by its fruit.  A bad tree cannot produce good fruit.  You are very nice, people have started or donated to charities in your name, and you are very respectful to your mother.  All of this I would call good fruit.  But, I don't like to leave anything to chance.  I happen to like this bible a great deal because it is easier to understand.  I can get a bit confused with the different ways of explaining things.  Since I like it so much, I wanted you to have it.  A gift really isn't a gift unless it means something to give it. :)
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The doctrine of Satan (Psalms 109:6 pg 355)

What he is not:

Satan is not an evil principle, an error of the mortal mind, a disease germ, an abstract power, or a being with hooves, horn, tail, and Persian shoes, holding a pitchfork and presiding over a lake of fire and the realm of the dead.

What he is:

1.  Satan is a real person (I Chr. 21:1 pg 248; Job 1:6-12 pg 300, 2:1-7 pg 301; Ps. 109:6 pg 355; Zech 3:1-2 pg 526; I Pet. 5:8-9 pg 710; Rev. 12:7-12 pg 725)

2.  Jesus Christ dealt with him as a person (Mt. 4:1-11 pg 536-537; Lk. 4:1-13 pg pg 577)

3.  Jesus Christ waged war on Satan as on a real person (Lk. 13:16 pg pg 587; I Jn 3:8 pg 714; Acts 10:38 pg 622)

4.  Christ taught that Satan was a real person (Lk. 10:18 pg 584; Rev. 12:7-12 pg 725; 13:1-4 pg 726; 20:1-10 pg 729)

5.  The apostles fought with Satan as with a real person (Eph. 6:10-18 pg pg 674; I Th. 2:18 pg 683; I Pet. 5:8-9 pg 710)

6.  The apostles warned man against a personal devil (Eph. 4:27 pg 673; 6:11 pg 674; Jas. 4:7 pg 705; I Pet. 5:8-9 710)

7.  Personal, singular pronouns are used of Satan (Mt. 4:7-11 pg 537, 12:26 pg 543; Lk. 11:18 pg 585)

8.  Personal statements are made to him (Isa. 14:12-14 pg 398; Ezek. 28:11-17 pg 475; Zech. 3:1-2 pg 526; Job 1:6-12 pg 300; 2:1-7 pg 301; Mt. 4:1-10 pg 536-537; Jude 9 pg 718)

9.  Personal conversation is carried on with him (Job 1:6-12 pg 300; 2:1-7 pg 301; Isa. 14:12-14 pg 398; Mt. 4:1-10 pg 536-537;Jude 9 pg 718)

10. Personal descriptions are given of him (Isa. 14:12-14 pg 398; Ezek. 28:11-17 pg 475)

11. Personal names and titles are given to him

(1)  Lucifer (Isa. 14:12-14 pg 398)

(2)  Devil and Satan (Rev. 12:9 pg 725)

(3)  Beelzebub (Mt. 10:25 pg 542; 12:24 pg 543)

(4)  Belial (2 Cor. 6:15 pg 662)

(5)  Adversary (I Pet. 5:8-9 pg 710)

(6)  Dragon  (Rev. 12:3-12 pg 725; 13:1-4 pg 726; 20:1-3 pg 729)

(7)  Serpent (2 Cor. 11:13 pg 664; Rev 12:9 pg 725)

(8)  God of this world (2 Cor. 4:4 pg 660)

(9)  The prince of this world (Jn. 12:31 pg 607 Eph. 2:1-3 pg 671)

(10) Prince of the power of the air

(11) Accuser of the brethren (Rev. 12:10 pg 725)

(12) Enemy (Mt. 13:39 pg 544)

(13) Tempter (Mt. 4:3 pg 537)

(14) The wicked one (Mt. 13:19, 38 pg 544)

(15) That wicked one (I Jn. 5:18 pg 715)

12.  Personal acts and attributes are ascribed to him (See Work of Satan, below)

13.  He is an angel with a body, soul, and spirit like all other angels (Ezek. 28: 11-17 pg 475; Rev. 12:7-12 pg 725)

14.  He is described as a most beautiful creature who fell through personal pride over his own        beauty (Ezek. 28:11-17 pg 475; I Tim. 3:6 pg 688)

15.  He has been seen with a body (I Chr. 21:1 pg 248; Job 1:6-12 pg 300, 2:1-7 pg 301; Ps. 109:6 pg 355; Zech. 3:1-2 pg 526; Mt. 4:1-11 pg 536-537; Rev. 20:1-3 pg 729)

16.  He will be bound bodily with a chain and cast into a prison (Rev. 20:1-3 pg 729) 

17.  He has a heart. (Isa. 14:12-14 pg 398); pride (Ezek. 28:17 pg 475; I Tim 3:6 pg 688): speech (Job 1:6-12 pg 300; 2:1-7 pg 301; Mt. 4:1-11 pg 536-537); knowledge (Job 1:6-12 pg 300; 2:1-7 pg 301; Mt. 4:1-11 pg 536-537; Rev. 12:12 pg 725); power (Job 1:6-22 pg 300; 2:1-7 pg 301; Acts 10:38 pg 622; II Th. 2:8-12 pg 683; Acts 26:18 pg 633; Rev. 13:1-4 pg 726); desires (Lk. 22:31 pg 594); lusts (Jn. 8:44 pg 604; Eph. 2:1-3 pg 671); and many other bodily parts, soul passions, and spirit faculties

18.  He goes from place to place in a body like anyone else (Job 1:6-12 pg 300; 2:1-7 pg 301; Mt. 4:10-11 pg 537; Mk. 4:15 pg 560)

19.  He has a kingdom (Mk. 3:22-26 pg 560)

20.  He has access to heaven (Job 1:6-12 pg 300; 2:1-6 pg 301; Rev. 12:9-12 pg 725)

21.  He is a great celestial and terrestrial ruler (Eph. 2:2 pg 671; 6:10-18 pg 674; 2 Cor. 4:4 pg 660; Jn. 12:31 pg 607)

22.  He rules the business, social, political, and religious activities of the majority of           mankind

23.  His realm is divided into organized principalities and powers in the heavenlies (Daniel          10:12-21; 11:1-45 pg 497-498;Mt. 12:24-30 pg 543; Eph.6:10-12 pg 674)

24.  His subjects are fallen angels, fallen men, and demons of various kinds (Mt. 25:41 pg 554; Rev: 12:7-12 pg 725; Jn. 8:44 pg 604; I Jn. 3:8-10 pg 714; Jas. 2:19 pg 705)

25.  He is head of some religions and is a leader in religious affairs (II Cor. 11:14 pg 644; Rev. 2:9 pg 721; 3:9 pg 721-722)

The origin of Satan

Satan was created by Christ along with other beings, principalities and powers in heaven and earth. (Job 38:4-7 pg 312; Ezek. 28:11-17 pg 475; Col. 1:15-18 pg 679)

Satan first ruler of earth

According to Isa. 14:12-14 pg 398; Jer. 4:23-26 pg 425; Ezek. 28:11-17 pg 475; Lk. 10:18 pg 584; II Pet. 3:4-8 pg 712 and other passages, Satan, known as Lucifer, had a kingdom on earth long before the 6 days of Gen. 1:3-2:25 pg 3-4 and the creation of Adam.  These passages reveal that he fell, led an invasion into heaven and was defeated.  At that time the earth was cursed, and all life destroyed by the great flood, as in Gen. 1:2 pg 3.  Satan regained rulership over the earth in Adam's day, ursurping man's dominion by causing his fall.  His relationship to man through the ages has been that as an ursurper; and as long as man tolerates his dictatorship, that long will he remain subject to Satan.  Each man can now, by the power of the gospel, defeat Satan and rid himself of all demon relationship.  This is what God demands; and he has provided the means whereby it can be attained (Mk. 16:17-18 pg 571-572; Lk.10:19 pg 584; 24-49 pg 584; Acts 1:8 pg 614; Eph. 6:10-18 pg 674; Jas. 4:7 pg 705; I Pet. 5:8-9 pg 710).  Satan's present position as ruler of this world's system and as the prince of this world will be ended forever when Christ comes (Rev. 19-20 pg 728-729); and man will again inherit the earth and live in it forever.

The fall of Satan

We have several plain scriptures describing this.  He fell through pride over his own beauty (Ezek. 28:11-17; I Tim. 3:6), and trying to exalt himself above God (Isa. 14:12-14)

The work of Satan

In general, his work is to oppose God whenever possible.  For this reason his work varies in some respects with the purposes of God in different ages and dispensations.  In O.T. times Satan's great work was to cause the fall of man, ursurp his dominion and try to prevent the coming of the Messiah into the world, in order to avert his own defeat and pending doom.

26 branches of Satan's work

1.  He is the deceiver of all men (II Cor. 11:14; Rev. 12:9; 20:1-10)

2.  He exercised the power of death until Christ conquered death, hell, and the grave (Heb. 2:14;     Rev 1:18)

3.  He is the leader of all sinners and backsliders of the human race (1 Jn. 3:8-10; I Tim. 5:15)     and all spirit rebels (Mt. 9:34; Eph. 6:10-18)

4.  He causes all sickness, disease, physical, and mental maladies in the human race (Lk. 13:16;     Acts 10:38)

5.  Takes advantage of all adversities of men to further their rebellion, and hold them captive      (II Cor. 2:11; 1 Tim. 1:20; 5:11-15)

6.  Tempts men (Mk. 1:13; I Cor. 7:5)

7.  Provokes to sin (I Chr. 21:1)

8.  Causes offense (Mt. 16:23)

9.  Transforms himself into an angel of light (II Cor. 11:14)

10. Resists other (Zech. 3:1-2)

11. Enters into union with others against God (Lk. 22:3; Jn. 13:2)

12. Sends messengers to defeat saints (II Cor. 12:7)

13. Hinders the gospel (Acts 13; 10; I Th. 2:18)

14. Steals the Word of God from men lest they should believe it (Mt. 13; 19; Lk. 8:12)

15. Works miracles (II Th. 2:9)

16. Contends with messengers of God, endeavoring to hold him captive (Dan 10:12-21; Jude 9)

17. Hinders answers to prayer (Dan. 10:12-21)

18. Sets snares for men to fall into sin (I Tim. 3:7; II Tim 2:26)

19. Causes diversion and blinds men to the gospel (II Cor. 4:4)

20. Causes double-mindedness (Jas. 1:5-9)

21. Causes doubt and unbelief (Gen. 3:4-5; Rom. 14:23)

22. Causes darkness and opression (II Cor. 4:4; II Pet. 1:4-9)

23. Causes deadness and weakness (Heb. 6:1; 9:14)

24. Causes delay and compromise (Acts 24:25; 26:28)

25. Causes divisions and strife (I Cor. 3:1-3; I Pet. 5:8)

26. Makes war on the saints (Eph. 6: 10-18)

War on the saints

The greatest and most important work of Satan among men now is to counterfeit the doctrines and experiences of God as revealed in Scripture, in order to deceive saints (II Cor. 11:14-15; Eph. 6:10-18; I Tim 4:1-7; Rev. 12:9-12).  Men are commanded to prove and test all doctrines and experiences in the supernatural realm to see if they are of God or of Satan (I Cor. 2:12-16; Phil. 1:9-10; I Th. 5:21-22; I Jn. 4:1-6).  It is certain that every religion, doctrine, and experience among men cannot be of God.  We must therefore, judge them by the plain written Word of God.  The knowledge of truth is the first essential in warfare against demons and error.  Great is the danger when believers accept anything and everything in the realm of the supernatural as being from the Lord.  The fact that the believer is a child of God does not stop the devil from trying in every conceivable way to imitate God to him.  Believers are the ones Satan concentrates on and wars against.

There are definite ways outlined in Scripture whereby one can detect what kind of spirit is seeking to control him.  But if one neglects to study the Word he may fall prey to one of Satan's  demons through ignorance.  It must be realized that ignorance is no guarantee against workings of evil spirits.  In fact, this is one of the chief means by which Satan and his forces try to control men - through ignorance.  It accounts for their widespread success in getting men to accept their suggestons, doctrines, ideas, leadings, and guidance.

Among the guiding principles useful in detecting good and evil spirits, their operations and doctorines, the outstanding ones are these:

1. Any doctorine that denies or or causes doubt and unbelief concerning anything taught in scripture is from Satan and his demons (I Tim. 4:1-8).  Any religion denying the inspiration of the bible; the reality of God as a person; the virgin birth and divinity of Christ; His miraculous power and supernatural ministry; the death, burial, bodily resurrection, and bodily manifestation of Christ after His resurrection; ; the bodily ascension of heaven and coming again of Jesus Christ to set up a kingdom in the world forever; the necessity of the new birth, cleansing from sin and living free from sin; and the numerous other experiences of the Bible - any religion denying these fundamental truths is yielding to the "spirits of error" and not the "spirit of truth" (I Jn. 4:1-6)

2. Any power, influence, or doctrine that causes one to become passive, inactive, submissive, and unresisting to the workings of supernatural agents seeking to control his life contrary to the teachings of Scripture, is not of God.  The Bible says, "Resist the devil" (Jas. 4:7; I Pet. 5:8-9).  An inclination to approve sin, ignore the necessity of repentance and holy living; and a tendency to remove the penalty for sin or doubt that hell is literal and eternal, are promoted by Satan not God.  Just as God requires truth in the mind for the true working of the Holy Spirit in a life, so the devil requires the believing of lies in the minds of men to hold them in bondage.  See I Cor. 6:9-11; 10:12-13; II Cor. 11:3-15; Gal. 5:19-21; 6:7-8; Eph. 6:10-18; I Tim. 4:1-9; Jas. 1:22; 2:10

3. The Holy Spirit can be recognized by the fruit of the Spirit mentioned in Gal. 5:22-23 - love, joy, peace, long-suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance

Earmarks of Holy Spirit Manifestation

(1) A Christ-like spirit of love, patience, and faith in God

(2) Soberness and keeness of spirit vision

(3) Deep humility of heart and meekness of spirit, with a lion-like courage against sin, sickness, poverty, disease, discouragement, failure, and everything else causing defeat in Christian life

(4) Absolute clearness of the mental faculties and intelligent action in carrying out Bible instructions concerning known duty and personal life as a Christian

(5) Freedom from fault-finding, surmising, whispering, and slander; and freedom from all the works of the flesh listed in Mk. 7:9-21; Rom. 1:24-32; I Cor. 6:9-11; Gal. 5:19-21; Col. 3:5-10

(6) Freedom from any ignorance concerning the divine will.  When one is moved upon to act quickly and urgently without knowing whether the act will glorify God or not, it is better to wait and pray until it is clear beyond all doubt that God approves such action.  Always remember that I Jn. 4:1 commands: "try the spirits whether they are of God."

The character of Satan

The names and various descriptions of Satan reveal his true character as follows:

1.  He is the enemy of all good and the accuser of God and man (Mt. 13:28; Rev. 12:9-12; Ezek.   28:11-17)

2.  The father of lies (Jn. 8:44)

3.  A murderer (Jn. 8:44)

4.  A sower of discord (Mt. 13:39)

5.  An adversary (I Pet. 5:8-9)

6.  The first sinner, the first rebel, and the first to consecrate himself to self-gratification and to wage war against all society (Isa. 14:12-14; Ezek. 28:11-17; Rev. 12:9; 20:7-10)

7.  He is cunning (2 Cor. 2:11;11:14; Eph.6:11-12)

8.  Wicked (Mt. 13:18, 38; Jn. 8:44; I Jn. 3:8; 5:18)

9.  Malignant (Lk. 8:12; II Cor. 4:4; I Pet. 5:8-9)

10. Cowardly (Jas. 4:7)

11. Tempter (Mt. 4:1-11)

12. Thief (Jn. 10:10)

13. Without principle in taking advantage of men in their weak moments (Mt. 4:1-11; Lk. 22:40;   II Cor. 2:11; 11:3):  in tempting men after great success (Jn. 6:15):  in suggesting the use     of right things in a wrong way and at a wrong time (Mt. 4:1-11):  in slandering God to man       and man to God (Gen. 3:1-10; Job 1:6-12; 2:1-7):  in appearance as an angel of light to          deceive (II Cor. 11:14):  and in deluding his followers as to their eternal end (II Th.          2:8-12; Rev. 12:9; 20:7-10)

14. Presumptuous (Job 1:6-12: 2:1-7)

15. Proud (Ezek. 28:17; I Tim. 3:6)

16. Deceitful (II Cor. 11:14; Rev. 12:9; 20:10)

17. Fierce and cruel (Lk. 8:29; 9:39; I Pet. 5:8-9)

18. Aggressive (Eph. 4:27; 6:10-18; I Pet.5:8-9)

Satan has never been known to be merciful, good, loving, kind, gentle, pitiful, patient or to have any of the graces of God since he became the enemy of God and man.  In scripture he is compared to a fowler (Ps. 91:3); fowls (Mt. 13:4, 19); a wolf (Jn. 10:12); a destroyer (Jn. 10:10); a roaring lion (I Pet. 5:8-9): a serpent (Rev. 12:9; 20:3); and a dragon (Rev 12:9; 20:3); and a dragon (Rev. 12:3-12)

Methods of Satan

1.  He uses every conceivable means to hold men in subjection to himself to keep them from turning to God.  If he fails in this, he tries to kill the believer's testimony and ruin his influence   for God.

2.  If one falls he tries to make him stay fallen or commit suicide.  He endeavors to cause men to end their lives by insisting that it is the best way out; but he hides the true fact that this   will be only the beginning of real torment in eternal hell.

3.  Satan tries to get others in a lukewarm condition and if he succeeds urges them to stay in that condition so God will cut them off in the end.

4.  He dares men to do many things which they would not do under ordinary circumstances; and men are foolish enough to think that they are not brave if they do not accept his dares.

5.  Makes people think that are missing everything in life if they do not go into all kinds of sins, which in the end, will damn thier souls.

6.  Emphasizes sin and sinful pleasures as innocent enjoyment.

7.  Stirs unholy passions in men and women causing them to throw away all restraint and live a life of revelry.

8.  Tries to make people thik there is no joy in serving the Lord.  This is one of his greatest errors.  Serving Christ and winning souls who will be thankful forever pay the greatest dividends  and afford the greatest pleasures known.

9.  Preaches to the diligent in business that he needs to take all his time to for getting rich before serving the Lord, while that fact is that if one will truly serve the Lord, he can be abundantly properous with God's help.

10. Urges churches and their leaders to make religion a paying proposition by appealing to the rich and influential through lowering the standards of holy living, making salvation easy for all, compromising essentials of the faith, feeding the sheep messages on current events and book reviews instead of the infallible Word of God.

God's purpose in allowing Satan to continue:

1. To develop character and faith in the believer (Jas. 1:12; I Pet. 1:7-13; 5:8-9; II Pet. 1:4-9; Jude20-24)

2. To keep the believer humble (II Cor. 12:7)

3. To provide a conflict for saints that they might be rewarded through overcoming (I Jn. 2:13; 4:1-6; Rev. 2:7, 11, 17, 26-28; 3:5, 12, 21)

4. To demonstrate the power of God over the power of Satan (Mk. 16:17-20; I Cor. 4:9; Eph. 2:7; 3:10)

5. To use him in afflicting people to bring them to repentance (I Cor. 5:1-6; II Cor. 2:5-11; Job 33:14-30)

6. To purge man of all possibility of falling in the eternal future (Rev. 21).

The doom of Satan

1. Predicted in Gen. 3:15

2. Accomplished:

   (1) At the 1st advent (Jn. 19:30; Col. 2:14-17)

   (2) At the 2nd advent (Rev. 20:1-3)

   (3) At the battle of Gog and Magog (Rev. 20:7-10)

The purpose of the thousand-year reign of Christ after the 2nd advent will be to supress all rebellion (I Cor. 15:24-28): and the final defeat and his hosts at the end of that period (The Millenium) must be accomplished before the earth is entirely rid of rebels.  They must be confined to the lake of fire forever before rebellion is finally and eternally overcome.  The earth will be purified by fire and made perfect the 3rd time; and the kingdom of God will be universal over all free moral agents, as it was before rebellion was started by Satan and Adam in their respective kingdoms.

Days of saints regarding Satan

When one is born again he enters the realm of the supernatural and spiritual; and he should begin a study of the Bible to see what it teaches regarding how he should walk and conduct himself in spiritual warfare with Satan and demons.  Saints are to:

1. Put on the whole armour of God (Eph. 6:11-18)

2. Know Satan's devices (II Cor. 2:11)

3. Give him no place (Eph. 4:27)

4. Resist him (Jas. 4:7; I Pet. 5:8-9)

5. Be sober and vigilant lest he devour them (I Pet. 5:8-9)

6. Overcome him by the Word (Mt. 4:1-11; I Jn. 2:14)

7. Overcome him by the blood of Christ and testimony (Rev. 12:11)

8. Overcome him by Christ and his name (Eph. 1:19-22; 2:6; II Cor. 2:15)

9. Overcome him by birth of the Spirit and faith (I Jn. 2:29; 3:9; 5:1-4, 18)

10. Overcome him by the Holy Spirit (Rom. 8:1-13; Gal. 5:15-26)

Here are my web sites.  I thought you might like to take a look.  At this point, why not.  Its kinda my private domain, so if you find any cobwebs or unsavory characters don’t be surprised. ;P

http://www.geocities.com/kss1973
http://www.geocities.com/katherinestear
http:/www.geocities.com/ceddrwyn_drebon

This one’s not mine, but it is definitely one of my favorites.

http://www.whosoever.org

