Long Term Causes of WWI
Nationalism

· Major nationalism between different countries was occurring.

· If your nation is the best, others are below yours which can lead to discrimination and the hating of one another

· Both Germany and Britain were desperate for more territories
Political

· Alliances formed throughout the European nations.  This made it so that if any nation went to war, all of the nations throughout the world would also go to war. 

· 1 side- Russia, Serbia, England and France

· 2nd side- Austria Hungary, Germany

Imperialism

· Economic competition for new markets in the world.  Germany had just gone through industrialization and was the major producer of iron which fueled the arms race
· Austria-Hungary wanted to take over Serbia, the assassination of Archduke Ferdinand just gave them an excuse.
Militarism 
· Competition between Britain and Germany to have the biggest navies

Short Term Causes of WWI

· Heir to the Habsburg throne, Archduke Francis Ferdinand, was assassinated on June 28, 1914
· Austria-Hungary decided to attack Siberia to avenge the Archdukes death
· Once Austria-Hungary began to prepare for war and Russia prepared to protect Serbia, Europe broke out into war.
· France was bound by treaty to Russia ( declared war on Germany and Austria Hungary
· Great Britian was obligated under a treaty to protect France and to protect the neutral Belgium
· Once entering into the war, Great Britian offered military assistance to Australia, Canada, India, New Zealand and the Union of South Africa.
· United States stayed neutral until 1917 when German submarines threatened US commercial ships.
