Zapata:


· In order to maintain and obtain the fulfillment of the promises made by the revolution of November 20, 1910, Plan sees to:

· Francisco Madero unfit to carry out the promises of the revolution which he was the author

· Endorses the Plan of San Luis Potosi for the benefit of the oppressed peoples and will defend them

· “Lands, woods, and waters” belong to the towns or citizens who have corresponding titles to the properties that were taken away from them;  They will attain the properties at any cost as their right of the revolution

· Lands of monopolies will be taken by the government so that the people of the towns can use the lands for appropriate purposes, increasing the welfare of the people

· Properties of the hacendatos, cientificos, or caciques will be seized and its value will be used to pay for war indemnities and pensions for the people who will struggle for upholding this plan

· Convert from private to governmental control of lands, land back to the church

Part 3:

In the Zapata document, he describes that he wishes to maintain and obtain the fulfillment of the promises made by the revolution of November 20, 1910.  To do this, he has proposed the plan described in this document.  The plan sets forth that Francisco Madero is unfit to carry out the promises of the revolution which he was the author.  Zapata endorses the Plan of San Luis Potosi for the benefit of the oppressed peoples and will defend them on grounds of fulfilling the promises of the revolution.  He maintains that “lands, woods, and waters” belong to the towns or citizens who have corresponding titles to the properties that were taken away from them.  Therefore, the people of these lands will attain the properties at any cost as their right of the revolution.  The government will take lands of monopolies so that the people of the towns can use the lands for appropriate purposes, increasing the welfare of the people.  This plan also explains that properties of the hacendatos, cientificos, or caciques will be seized and their value will be used to pay for war indemnities and pensions for the people who will struggle for upholding the plan.  The final goal of Zapata’s plan is to convert from a private to a governmental control of lands and give back the land that was taken from the church.

Source Evaluation:


This source is valuable in that it shows how Zapata, among the other potential land owners of Mexico, do not see that the goals of the revolution were fulfilled and that they see fit to install another set of plans to correct for the faults of the revolution and what the outcomes of the revolution had been.  Zapata’s popularity among the landless peasants led to the adoption of some of the key terms of his plan into the Constitution of 1917.  Therefore, this document, written by one of the many important revolutionaries of the time, is valuable in its ability to explain the goals of the revolution and how they were not addressed by Madero, but later in the Constitution of 1917.

The Mexican Land Reform:

· Background:

· 90 percent of people don’t have land

· Land needs to be cultivated, needs water

· Lands need to be put into irrigation and colonization in order to increase small farms and crop land

· 1940: 1,601,392 ejidatarios

· Total population living on ejidos: 4,992,053 (1/4 of total Mexican population)

· 928,593 small private landholders holding 5 hectares or less in size

· All high degree of land diffusion among the population in contrast to the land monopoly

· Still many rural families with no land

· Lands are not being made available fast enough for people with no land to take advantage of them

· Cry of tierra y libertad
· Mexico hasn’t solved the problem of efficient agriculture production on the ejidos, not enough to readily sustain a family living off of the land

· Given land with no way to farm or maintain it

· No experience

· Too small or too poor in quality to sustain people

· Main Problem: Devising an efficient method of stimulating efficient agricultural production on the ejidos

Source Evaluation:


This source explains the effects of the Constitution of 1917 and land reform after the revolution and into the 1940’s.  It is valuable in that it explains the down sides and inadequacy of the Constitution of 1917 and how its ideas were not played out in the future.  However, Whetten supports such claims of injustice with many facts and numerical references to numbers of people with land and without land.  This increases the validity of the claims of the source and the information of the source itself.   Whetten also views the side of production and movement within the agricultural industry, explaining both good and bad qualities of the agricultural world and its effects on the people and Mexico.

