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Protist Investigation

Rationale- During the second half of seventh grade science, students investigate the six kingdoms of living things.  For each kingdom, students are asked to determine why the organisms are considered living things and how they carry out the characteristics of life.  Students study the Protist kingdom with a strong emphasis on the Euglena, Paramecium and Amoeba.  At this point in the school year, students have had practice with all the process skills and are ready to complete a lab in which they design the experiment themselves.

Pre-Assessment-  

Students will be given pictures of the Euglena, Paramecium and Amoeba.  Given what they know about living things, they will be asked to determine how they think the organisms carry out the life activities based on their structures.

Pre-Lab Experiment- Students will be given samples of Euglena, Paramecium and Amoeba to observe under a microscope in order to gather background information about the behaviors of these organisms.  Students will generate questions from their initial observations.

Content Goal- To recognize that all living things, even simple, single-celled Protists have a set of activities that they perform that make them living organisms.

Inquiry Goal- To use the process skills of inquiry to design and carry out an original experiment that answers a self-generated question.
