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Fill out as you read pages 673-676.

1. A role, or _________________, consists of more than the organism’s place in a food _____________. It includes everything the organism _____________ and everything the organism ______________ in its environment. Two or more ________________ cannot share the same ________________. If ______ species try to ____________________ the same niche for a long period of time, one of the species will become ___________________, or die off.

2. Competition:

a. _____________________ cannot satisfy the needs of all _____________ things in a particular _____________________. There is only a limited amount of ______________, water, _______________, light, and other _________________________ in the environment. Because there are not enough resources to go around, organisms must ___________________ with one another to get the things they need to ____________________. This type of interaction is known as ____________________________. 

b. One of the resources for which organisms compete is _______________.

c. The shortage of other resources, such as water, _________________, and suitable place to _________________, also results in ________________. 

d. Competition can occur within a _________________ as well as between a _____________________. 

e. Living things, such as cats, that catch, _____________, and eat other living things are called _________________________________. 

f. The organisms that are ____________________ by predators are called __________________________. 

g. [image: image1..pict]In catching and eating ________________, predators help to ____________________ the size of the prey _______________________. By helping to ____________________ the size of the prey population, _________________________ also help to maintain the ________________________ in an ________________________. 

4. In your book, there is an explanation of how Australians had to control the rabbit population and why. Read this and then predict what happened to the rabbit population next.  The virus used was called myxomatosis and mosquitoes spread it. When the virus was first introduced to Australia, it killed many rabbits very quickly. Now, the virus is slower and less deadly. Explain how and why the rabbits and the virus have changed. What impact might this have on the Australian ecosystem?

