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Fill in as you read pages 20-24 in the small book.

1. Levels of Classification: A domain is the __________________ level of organization. Within a  ___________ there are kingdoms. Within _____________ there are phyla (singular ______________ ). Within  ____________ are classes. Within classes are _______________. Within orders are _________________. Each family contains one or more ______________. Finally, each genus contains one or more ________________. The more ___________________levels that ____ organisms share, the more ____________________ they have in common. 

2. Classifying an Owl: Look at Figure 13 on page 21 and answer these questions:

a. [image: image1..pict]Do robins have more in common with lions or with owls? __________
b. How many levels of classification do we have in common with owls?__
c. Which is a broader classification level?  Kingdom   or   Family?
3. Taxonomic Keys: _________________ keys are useful ________ for determining the _______________ of organisms. A taxonomic key consists of a series of ___________ statements that describe the ______________ characteristics of different organisms. 

a. What are field guides?___________________________________
b. (Use figure 14 on page 22 )What is the name of the creature in the picture?  _______________________
4. Evolution and classification:  In ________, a British _________________ named Charles _________________ published a theory about how species can ________________ over time. Darwin’s theory has had a _____________ impact on how _________________ are _______________. In his study of the Galapogos Finches he theorized that two groups of a ___________ species can accumulate enough ______________ over a very long time to become ___ separate ___________. This process by which species gradually __________ over time is called __________________. 

5. Classification Today: The ____________ of evolution has changed the way _______________ think about ____________________. Scientists now understand that certain __________________ are similar because they share a __________________ ancestor. Species with ____________ evolutionary histories are ________________ more closely together. 

6. Determining Evolutionary History; Today scientists rely primarily on ___________________ about the ______________ makeup of the organism’s cells. The more closely  ____ species are ____________, the more similar the __________________ that make up their _________________. 

7. [image: image2..pict]New information: Skunks and weasels were ________________ in the same _________________ for _____ years. When scientists compared the ___________ acids from the ___________ of skunks and weasels, they found many ____________________. As a result, skunks were ___________________ into their own _________________ called ____________________, which means “__________________  gas” in Latin. 

8. What kind of information do scientists mainly rely on to determine evolutionary history? ________________________________________

Do Kings Play Cards On Fat Green Stools?  What does this mean?

