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Ann E. Menasche: Your book, Against Pornography, attempts to establish a link between pornography and violence against women. How do you define pornography? 

Diana E.H. Russell: I define pornography as material that combines sex and/or the exposure of genitals with abuse or degradation in a manner that appears to endorse, condone or encourage such behavior. I conceptualize pornography as both a form of hate speech and as discrimination against women. 

Can you give some examples of what you consider pornographic? 

Some examples from Hustler: a cartoon showing a jackhammer inserted into a woman's vagina with a caption referring to this as "a cure for frigidity." Or of a woman being ground up in a meat grinder. Photos and descriptions of a woman being gang raped on a pool table, described as an erotic turn-on for the woman. 

A cartoon of a husband dumping his wife in a garbage can with her naked buttocks sticking out from the can. A cartoon of a father with a tongue in his daughter's ear and his hands in her pants, again as an erotic turn-on. Or of a boss having sex with his secretary while beckoning his colleagues to come into the room to have sex with her also, with the caption referring to this as her "Christmas bonus." 

Pictures of dead, decapitated women with amputated bodies, as well as severed nipples and clitorises. In each of these examples, [Hustler publisher] Larry Flynt jokes about rape, battery, sexual harassment, incest, torture, mutilation and death, and presents this violence as sexy. 

How do you feel about erotica? 

I define erotica as sexually suggestive or arousing material that is free of sexism, racism, and homophobia, and respectful of all human beings and animals portrayed. 

I find nothing degrading about explicit portrayals of sex per se, though erotica can of course be much broader than that. Even the peeling of an orange can be filmed to make it erotic. 

How do you respond to people who point out that it is impossible to obtain a consensus on what is pornography versus what is erotica, that "one person's erotica is another person's pornography?" 

There is no consensus on the definitions of many phenomena. Rape is one example. Legal definitions of rape vary considerably in different states. Similarly, millions of court cases have revolved around arguments as to whether a killing constitutes murder or manslaughter. Lack of consensus should not automatically mean that pornography cannot be subject to opprobrium or legal restraint, or that we cannot examine its effects. 

The Evidence

You state in Against Pornography that pornography is one of multiple causes of men raping women, other causes being male sex role socialization, sexual abuse in childhood and peer pressure. Could you give a few examples of the research that supports the view that pornography plays a role in causing sexual violence? 

First, there is the experiment by Neil Malamuth in which he shows that being exposed to some typical violent pornography will change those men who weren't force-oriented to begin with into having rape fantasies that they didn't previously have. 

Second, there is the research that shows that pornography undermines the inhibitions of those who already have some desire to rape. For example, the work of Dolf Zillmann and Jennings Bryant shows that repeated exposure to pornography for a four-week period increased men's trivialization of rape, increased their callousness towards women, made them more likely to say that rape was the responsibility of the victim and that it was not a serious offense, and increased their estimate of the likelihood that they would rape a woman if they could get away with it. 

Perhaps most important of all is James Check's work making comparisons between the effect on men viewing violent pornography, degrading pornography and erotica in an experimental situation. 

Check found that the violent material had the most negative effect, the degrading material had the next most negative effects, and the other sexual material had no negative effects at all. The negative effects he documented included an increase in the self-reported likelihood that the men would actually act out a rape. 

Katha Pollitt, writing in the February 2, 1997, issue of The Nation disputed that pornography caused real life harm to women. Pollitt wrote, "any serious discussion of texts that cause real life harm to women would have to begin with the Bible and the Koran: It isn't porn that drives zealots to firebomb abortion clinics or slit the throats of Algerian schoolgirls." How would you respond to that? 

Nonsense! None of us are claiming that pornography is the single cause of violence in the world. Also, Pollitt's not even using sexual violence as examples. If Pollitt had looked at my book, Against Pornography, and studied the examples of pornography and the research reviewed there, I don't think she could continue to take such a position. 

Pornography as Discrimination

How do you respond to the charge that the Andrea Dworkin-Catharine MacKinnon approach to fighting pornography amounts to censorship that would dangerously restrict free speech? 

Dworkin and MacKinnon do not advocate banning or censorship of pornography. What they advocate is that anyone who has been victimized by pornography and can prove it in a court of law should be able to do so. That's not censorship, that's accountability. 

It seems that if you make any proposal against pornography, people equate it with censorship. One of MacKinnon and Dworkin's major contributions in this area is to try to recast the debate about pornography--they maintain that this is not primarily a debate about freedom of speech. It's an issue of discrimination against women. 

Discrimination based on sex, race, or sexual orientation is not acceptable and, in some instances, it's illegal. Take sexual harassment, for example. There's a law against sexual harassment, that it constitutes discrimination against women and some men. 

Catharine MacKinnon is largely responsible for developing this analysis. She conceptualized sexual harassment in this way. Most people don't protest that the laws against sexual harassment constitute an attack on free speech, that men in the workplace should be able to say whatever they like to women, to proposition them and talk about their breasts, and ask them about their genitals and whatever, as an exercise of their freedom of speech. 

It is recognized that such behavior, even though it involves speech, is not acceptable, that it's discrimination and it's abuse of power and it makes a hostile environment against women. Even the display of pornography in the workplace is considered to contribute to a hostile environment and is therefore against the law. 

We are making a similar argument, that pornography outside the workplace also makes for a hostile environment, a dangerous environment because it promotes rape and other forms of sexual violence. 

Given that this controversy exists, do you think it is helpful to discuss what one thinks about pornography separately from one's position on what should be done about it? 

Yes, I think it's imperative! I try to insist that people not start discussing what to do about it before they've discussed if it is damaging or not. If it's not damaging, you don't have to do anything about it. 

There are people who take the position that pornography is extremely damaging, but the law isn't the way to handle it. Nikki Craft is one feminist and dedicated activist who takes this stance. 

The People vs. Larry Flynt
Could you mention some of the ways that a person can organize against pornography if one is opposed to censorship and disagrees with the Dworkin-MacKinnon approach? 

In my book Making Violence Sexy, I have a whole section at the end about feminist actions against pornography, none of which constitute censorship or requires the passage of any laws. You can do educational campaigns like the recent campaign against the movie, The People vs. Larry Flynt. 

We organized press conferences and picket-lines. We were not advocating censorship. We were not even advocating boycotting the movie, although boycotts do not constitute censorship either. Somehow, whenever we express our own First Amendment rights to protest pornography, we're called censors--which is absurd. 

I think education is important because half the people who say pornography is fine don't have a clue what they're really talking about. Again and again, we find if you show people what's in pornography, they are shocked, particularly women. 

What was the objective of your campaign against the Larry Flynt movie? 

Our objective was to educate people about the lies that are told in the movie, to point out the violent and women-hating content of Hustler magazine that was completely omitted from the film, and to point out what Larry Flynt is really like, so Milos Foreman and Oliver Stone's efforts to turn him into a hero will be undermined. 

Flynt himself has said that the film is a massive free advertising campaign for Hustler magazine. Since the movie, the circulation of Hustler has gone up, in spite of the fact that the movie has not done so well at the box office. I believe it only made about twenty million whereas it cost about sixty million to make. It was expected to be a great success, but this was before feminists began protesting. 

Besides feminists in the Bay Area, who else has spoken against the movie? 

Gloria Steinem and Flynt's daughter, Tonya, were major actors in the protests. Feminists in New York and in other U.S. cities as well as in other countries also protested the movie. 

In Sweden, feminists took a more militant boycott approach and actually did try and stop men from going to the movie. They were very effective and got a lot of news coverage. Women in England also protested the movie when it opened there on April 11, 1997. 

The Need for Activism

How can change come about for women? How can we create a world where women are not kept in our places by violence and the threat of violence? 

We need to increase the level of consciousness about male violence against women. We've made some progress in the United States in many areas. For example, sexual harassment is now recognized, it wasn't recognized before. I hope femicide will also become recognized. 

The old way of men blaming women for the violence has been challenged by feminists. However, we haven't yet seen a decline in the violence itself. 

I often think we would be more effective if women as a gender were more militant in our response. I'm not talking about on an individual level--although I favor that too. But we must join together in organizations to act more militantly, even if those organizations are small four-women ones. 

As with pornography, those who are the victims of it, the targets--as Black people are with racist material--really have to be the mobilizers. I think direct action and civil disobedience would be extremely effective for women to use. 

We are just a handful of people trying to educate a nation, meanwhile; pornography is a multibillion dollar industry miseducating people. Though many women have been arrested for peace and civil rights work, very few women appear to be willing to get arrested for feminist causes. 

People talk about a war between the sexes, but it's more like a massacre, because women often don't fight back. And we can't all fight our separate battles in our own homes. 

Organizing together is really the secret; organization is the answer to making change. As Andrea Dworkin has said, women have been very good at endurance but not at resistance. We must change this.
Pornography as a Cause of Rape
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Feminist researcher Diana E.H. Russell is professor emerita of sociology at Mills College in Oakland, California. She has written and edited several books on sexual violence against women and children. In the following selection, Russell presents evidence revealing that exposure to pornography can provoke some men to rape. She maintains that pornography often portrays women as enjoying being brutalized and raped. Although pornography is not the sole cause of sexual violence, Russell contends, it can significantly undermine male inhibitions against committing rape and should be considered an important factor in the persistence of the problem of rape.




When addressing the question of whether or not pornography causes rape, as well as other forms of sexual assault and violence, many people fail to acknowledge that the actual making of pornography sometimes involves, or even requires, violence and sexual assault. Testimony by women and men involved in such activity provides numerous examples of this. 

In one case, a man who said he had participated in over a hundred pornographic movies testified at the 1986 Attorney General's Commission hearings in Los Angeles as follows: 

I, myself, have been on a couple of sets where the young ladies have been forced to do even anal sex scenes with a guy which [sic] is rather large and I have seen them crying in pain.

Another witness gave the following testimony at the same hearings in Los Angeles: 

Women and young girls were tortured and suffered permanent physical injuries to answer publisher demands for photographs depicting sadomasochistic abuse. When the torturer/photographer inquired of the publisher as to the types of depictions that would sell, the torturer/photographer was instructed to get similar existing publications and use the depiction therein for instruction. The torturer/photographer followed the publisher's instructions, tortured women and girls accordingly, and then sold the photographs to the publisher. The photographs were included in magazines sold nationally in pornographic outlets....

It should not be assumed that violence occurs only in the making of violent pornography. For example, although many people would classify the movie Deep Throat as nonviolent pornography because it does not portray rape or other violence, we now know from Linda (Lovelace) Marchiano's two books, as well as from her public testimony, that this film is, in fact, a documentary of her rape from beginning to end. 

Most people, including some of the foremost researchers on pornography in the United States, ignore the violence used by pornographers in the manufacturing of these misogynist materials. As Catharine MacKinnon points out ..., pornography is somebody's life before it becomes the pornographer's free speech. Testimony presented at the hearings held on the antipornography civil rights ordinance in Minneapolis, Minnesota, in 1983 provides powerful evidence for the truth of her statement. 

Before we can address the issue of pornography as a cause of rape, it is important to know the proclivities of those who read and view pornography. Hence, data on males' propensity to rape will be presented next. 

Males' Propensity to Rape

Why do I want to rape women? Because I am basically, as a male, a predator and all women look to men like prey. I fantasize about the expression on a woman's face when I "capture" her and she realizes she cannot escape. It's like I won, I own her.

--Male respondent quoted in Shere Hite's 1981 book The Hite Report on Male Sexuality.

Research indicates that 25% to 30% of male college students in the United States and Canada admit that there is some likelihood they would rape a woman if they could get away with it. In the first study of males' self-reported likelihood to rape that was conducted at the University of California at Los Angeles, the word rape was not used; instead, an account of rape (described below) was read to the male subjects, of whom 53% said there was some likelihood that they would behave in the same fashion as the man described in the story if they could be sure of getting away with it. Without this assurance, only 17% said they might emulate the rapist's behavior. It is pertinent to know exactly what behavior these students said they might emulate: 

Bill soon caught up with Susan and offered to escort her to her car. Susan politely refused him. Bill was enraged by the rejection. "Who the hell does this bitch think she is, turning me down," Bill thought to himself as he reached into his pocket and took out a Swiss army knife. With his left hand he placed the knife at her throat. "If you try to get away, I'll cut you," said Bill. Susan nodded her head, her eyes wild with terror.

The story then depicted the rape. There was a description of sexual acts with the victim continuously portrayed as clearly opposing the assault.

In another study, 356 male students were asked: 

If you could be assured that no one would know and that you could in no way be punished for engaging in the following acts, how likely, if at all, would you be to commit such acts?

Among the sexual acts listed were the two of interest to these researchers: "forcing a female to do something she really didn't want to do" and "rape." Sixty percent of the sample indicated that under the right circumstances, there was some likelihood that they would rape, use force, or do both.... 

Some people dismiss the findings from these studies as "merely attitudinal." However, this conclusion is incorrect. Neil Malamuth has found that male subjects' self-reported likelihood of raping is correlated with physiological measures of sexual arousal to rape depictions. Clearly, erections cannot be considered attitudes. 

More specifically, the male students who say they might rape a woman if they could get away with it are significantly more likely than other male students to be sexually aroused by portrayals of rape. Indeed, these males were more sexually aroused by depictions of rape than by mutually consenting depictions. In addition, when asked if they would find committing a rape sexually arousing, they said yes. They were also more likely than the other male subjects to admit to having used actual physical force to obtain sex with a woman. These latter data were self-reported, but because they refer to actual behavior, they too cannot be dismissed as merely attitudinal. 

Looking at the sexual arousal data alone (as measured by penile tumescence) rather than its correlation with self-reported likelihood to rape, Malamuth reports that: 

· About 10% of the population of male students is sexually aroused by "very extreme violence" with "a great deal of blood and gore" that "has very little of the sexual element." 

· About 20% to 30% show substantial sexual arousal by depictions of rape in which the woman never shows signs of arousal, only abhorrence. 

· About 50% to 60% show some degree of sexual arousal by a rape depiction in which the victim is portrayed as becoming sexually aroused at the end.

Given these findings, it is hardly surprising that after reviewing a whole series of related experiments, Neil Malamuth concluded that "the overall pattern of the data is ... consistent with contentions that many men have a proclivity to rape." ... 

The Meaning of "Cause"

Smoking is not the only cause of lung cancer; nor is pornography the only cause of rape. I believe there are many factors that play a causal role in this crime. I will not attempt to evaluate the relative importance of different causal factors in this essay, but merely to show the overwhelming evidence that pornography is a major one of them. 

Because all viewers of pornography are not equally affected by it, many people conclude that pornography cannot be playing a causative role in rape and other forms of violence against women. This is similar to the tobacco industry's defense of cigarette smoking. They maintain that because many smokers do not die of lung cancer, and because some nonsmokers do die of this disease, it is incorrect to believe that smoking causes lung cancer. But the tobacco industry's reasoning here is faulty. They have no grounds for assuming that the proponents of smoking as a cause of lung cancer believe that smoking is the only cause.... 

In my 1984 book Sexual Exploitation, I suggest many factors that may predispose a large number of males in the United States to want to rape or assault women sexually. Some examples discussed in that book are (a) biological factors, (b) childhood experiences of sexual abuse, (c) male sex-role socialization, (d) exposure to mass media that encourage rape, and (e) exposure to pornography. Here I will discuss only the role of pornography. 

Although women have been known to rape both males and females, males are by far the predominant perpetrators of sexual assault as well as the biggest consumers of pornography. Hence, my theory will focus on male perpetrators.... 

Given the intense debate about whether or not pornography plays a causal role in rape, it is surprising that so few of those engaged in it ever state what they mean by "cause." A definition of the concept of simple causation, according to George Theodorson and Achilles Theodorson, follows: 

An event (or events) that precedes and results in the occurrence of another event. Whenever the first event (the cause) occurs, the second event (the effect) necessarily or inevitably follows. Moreover, in simple causation the second event does not occur unless the first event has occurred. Thus the cause is both the SUFFICIENT CONDITION and the NECESSARY CONDITION for the occurrence of the effect.

By this definition, pornography clearly does not cause rape, as it seems safe to assume that some pornography consumers do not rape women and that many rapes are unrelated to pornography. However, the concept of multiple causation (defined below by Theodorson and Theodorson) is applicable to the relationship between pornography and rape. 

With the conception of MULTIPLE CAUSATION, various possible causes may be seen for a given event, any one of which may be a sufficient but not necessary condition for the occurrence of the effect, or a necessary but not sufficient condition. In the case of multiple causation, then, the given effect may occur in the absence of all but one of the possible sufficient but not necessary causes; and, conversely, the given effect would not follow the occurrence of some but not all of the various necessary but not sufficient causes.

As I have already presented the research on males' proclivity to rape, I will next discuss some of the evidence that pornography can be a sufficient (though not a necessary) condition for males to desire to rape.... 

Pornography Undermines Inhibitions Against Rape

Evidence has already been cited showing that 25% to 30% of males admit that there is some likelihood that they would rape a woman if they could be assured that they would get away with it. It is reasonable to assume that a substantially higher percentage of males would like to rape a woman but would refrain from doing so because of their internal inhibitions against these coercive acts. Presumably, the strength of these males' motivation to rape as well as their internal inhibitions against raping range from very weak to very strong, and also fluctuate in the same individual over time. 

There are several ways in which pornography can undermine some males' internal inhibitions against acting out rape desires.... 

· Objectifying Women. Feminists have been emphasizing the role of objectification (treating females as sex objects) in the occurrence of rape for many years. Males' tendency to objectify females makes it easier for them to rape girls and women. James Check and Ted Guloien note that other psychologists have observed that "dehumanization of victims is an important disinhibitor of cruelty toward others." The rapists quoted in the following passages demonstrate the link between objectification and rape behavior.

It was difficult for me to admit that I was dealing with a human being when I was talking to a woman, because, if you read men's magazines, you hear about your stereo, your car, your chick.

After this rapist had hit his victim several times in her face, she stopped resisting and begged him not to hurt her. 

When she said that, all of a sudden it came into my head, "My God, this is a human being!" I came to my senses and saw that I was hurting this person.

Another rapist said of his victim, "I wanted this beautiful fine thing and I got it." 

Dehumanizing oppressed groups or enemy nations in times of war is an important mechanism for facilitating brutal behavior toward members of those groups. Ms. U, for example, testified that 

A society that sells books, movies, and video games like "Custer's Last Stand [Revenge]" on its street corners, gives white men permission to do what they did to me. Like they [her rapists] said, I'm scum. It is a game to track me down, rape and torture me.

The dehumanization of women that occurs in pornography is often not recognized because of its sexual guise and its pervasiveness. It is also important to note that the objectification of women is as common in nonviolent pornography as it is in violent pornography.... 

Some Men Believe Women Enjoy Rape

· Rape Myths.
If males believe that women enjoy rape and find it sexually exciting, this belief is likely to undermine the inhibitions of some of those who would like to rape women. Sociologists Diana Scully and Martha Burt have reported that rapists are particularly apt to believe rape myths. Scully, for example, found that 65% of the rapists in her study believed that "women cause their own rape by the way they act and the clothes they wear"; and 69% agreed that "most men accused of rape are really innocent." However, as Scully points out, it is not possible to know if their beliefs preceded their behavior or constitute an attempt to rationalize it. Hence, findings from the experimental data are more telling for our purposes than these interviews with rapists. 

Since the myth that women enjoy rape is widely held, the argument that consumers of pornography realize that such portrayals are false is totally unconvincing. Indeed, several studies have shown that portrayals of women enjoying rape and other kinds of sexual violence can lead to increased acceptance of rape myths in both males and females. In an experiment conducted by Neil Malamuth and James Check, for example, one group of college students saw a pornographic depiction in which a woman was portrayed as sexually aroused by sexual violence, and a second group was exposed to control materials. Subsequently, all subjects were shown a second rape portrayal. The students who had been exposed to the pornographic depiction of rape were significantly more likely than the students in the control group: 

· to perceive the second rape victim as suffering less trauma; 

· to believe that she actually enjoyed being raped; and 

· to believe that women in general enjoy rape and forced sexual acts.

Other examples of the rape myths that male subjects in these studies are more apt to believe after viewing pornography are as follows: 

· A woman who goes to the home or the apartment of a man on their first date implies that she is willing to have sex; 

· Any healthy woman can successfully resist a rapist if she really wants to; 

· Many women have an unconscious wish to be raped, and may then unconsciously set up a situation in which they are likely to be attacked; 

· If a girl engages in necking or petting and she lets things get out of hand, it is her own fault if her partner forces sex on her.

In Kristin Maxwell and James Check's 1992 study of 247 high school students, they found very high rates of what they called "rape supportive beliefs," that is, acceptance of rape myths and violence against women. The boys who were the most frequent consumers of pornography, who reported learning a lot from it, or both, were more accepting of rape supportive beliefs than their peers who were less frequent consumers of pornography and/or who said they had not learned as much from it. 

A quarter of girls and 57% of boys expressed the belief that it was at least "maybe okay" for a boy to hold a girl down and force her to have intercourse in one or more of the situations described by the researchers. In addition, only 21% of the boys and 57% of the girls believed that forced intercourse was "definitely not okay" in any of the situations. The situation in which forced intercourse was most accepted was when the girl had sexually excited her date. In this case, 43% of the boys and 16% of the girls stated that it was at least "maybe okay" for the boy to force intercourse on her. 

According to Edward Donnerstein, "After only 10 minutes of exposure to aggressive pornography, particularly material in which women are shown being aggressed against, you find male subjects are much more willing to accept these particular [rape] myths." These males are also more inclined to believe that 25% of the women they know would enjoy being raped. 

· Acceptance of Interpersonal Violence. Males' internal inhibitions against acting out their desire to rape can also be undermined if they consider male violence against women to be acceptable behavior. Studies have shown that when male subjects view portrayals of sexual violence that have positive consequences--as they often do in pornography--it increases their acceptance of violence against women. Examples of some of the beliefs used to measure acceptance of interpersonal violence include the following:

· Being roughed up is sexually stimulating to many women; 

· Sometimes the only way a man can get a cold woman turned on is to use force; 

· Many times a woman will pretend she doesn't want to have intercourse because she doesn't want to seem loose, but she's really hoping the man will force her.

Malamuth and Check conducted an experiment of particular interest because the movies shown were part of the regular campus film program. Students were randomly assigned to view either a feature-length film that portrayed violence against women as being justifiable and having positive consequences (Swept Away or The Getaway) or a film without sexual violence. Malamuth and Check found that exposure to the sexually violent movies increased the male subjects' acceptance of interpersonal violence against women, but not the female subjects' acceptance of this variable. These effects were measured several days after the films had been seen.... 

Downplaying the Problem of Rape

· Trivializing Rape.
According to Donnerstein, in most studies on the effects of pornography, "subjects have been exposed to only a few minutes of pornographic material." In contrast, Dolf Zillmann and Jennings Bryant examined the impact on male subjects of what they refer to as "massive exposure" to nonviolent pornography (4 hours and 48 minutes per week over a period of 6 weeks). After 3 weeks the subjects were told that they were participating in an American Bar Association study that required them to evaluate a trial in which a man was prosecuted for the rape of a female hitchhiker. At the end of this mock trial, various measures were taken of the subjects' opinions about the trial and about rape in general. For example, they were asked to recommend the prison term they thought most fair. 

Zillmann and Bryant found that the male subjects who had been exposed to the massive amounts of pornography considered rape a less serious crime than they had before they were exposed to it; they thought that prison sentences for rape should be shorter; and they perceived sexual aggression and abuse as causing less suffering for the victims, even in the case of an adult male having sexual intercourse with a 12-year-old girl. The researchers concluded that "heavy exposure to common nonviolent pornography trivialized rape as a criminal offense." 

The more trivialized rape is in the perceptions of males who would like to rape women or girls, the more likely they are to act out their desires. Since the research cited above shows that exposure to pornography increases males' trivialization of rape, it is reasonable to infer that this process contributes to undermining some male consumers' internal inhibitions against acting out their desires to rape.... 

· Acceptance of Male Dominance in Intimate Relationships.
A marked increase in males' acceptance of male dominance in intimate relationships was yet another result of the massive exposure to pornography. The notion that women are, or ought to be, equal in intimate relationships was more likely to be abandoned by these male subjects. Finally, their support of the women's liberation movement also declined sharply. 

These findings demonstrate that pornography increases the acceptability of sexism. As Van White points out, "by using pornography, by looking at other human beings as a lower form of life, they [the pornographers] are perpetuating the same kind of hatred that brings racism to society." 

For example, Ms. O testified about the ex-husband of a woman friend and next-door neighbor: "When he looked at the magazines, he made hateful, obscene, violent remarks about women in general and about me. He told me that because I am female I am here to be used and abused by him, and that because he is a male he is the master and I am his slave." 

Rapists as a group reveal a higher acceptance of male dominance in intimate relationships than nonrapists. Since Zillmann and Bryant's research shows that exposure to pornography increases males' acceptance of male dominance in intimate relationships, it is reasonable to infer that this process contributes to undermining some male consumers' internal inhibitions against acting out their desires to rape. 

· Desensitizing Males to Rape. In an experiment specifically designed to study desensitization, Donnerstein and Daniel Linz showed 10 hours of R-rated or X-rated movies over a period of 5 days to male subjects. Some students saw X-rated movies depicting sexual assault; others saw X-rated movies depicting only consenting sex; and a third group saw R-rated sexually violent movies--for example, I Spit on Your Grave, Toolbox Murders, and Texas Chainsaw Massacre. Donnerstein describes Toolbox Murders as follows:

There is an erotic bathtub scene in which a woman massages herself. A beautiful song is played. Then a psychotic killer enters with a nail gun. The music stops. He chases the woman around the room, then shoots her through the stomach with the nail gun. She falls across a chair. The song comes back on as he puts the nail gun to her forehead and blows her brains out.

According to Donnerstein, many young males become sexually aroused by this movie. 

Donnerstein and Linz described the impact of the R-rated movies on their subjects as follows: 

Initially, after the first day of viewing, the men rated themselves as significantly above the norm for depression, anxiety, and annoyance on a mood adjective checklist. After each subsequent day of viewing, these scores dropped until, on the fourth day of viewing, the males' levels of anxiety, depression, and annoyance were indistinguishable from baseline norms.

By the fifth day, the subjects rated the movies as less graphic and less gory and estimated fewer violent or offensive scenes than after the first day of viewing. They also rated the films as significantly less debasing and degrading to women, more humorous, and more enjoyable, and reported a greater willingness to see this type of film again. Their sexual arousal to this material, however, did not decrease over this 5-day period. 

On the last day, the subjects went to a law school, where they saw a documentary reenactment of a real rape trial. A control group of subjects who had never seen the films also participated in this part of the experiment. Subjects who had seen the R-rated movies: (a) rated the rape victim as significantly more worthless, (b) rated her injury as significantly less severe, and (c) assigned greater blame to her for being raped than did the subjects who had not seen the films. In contrast, these effects were not observed for the X-rated nonviolent films. However, the results were much the same for the violent X-rated films, despite the fact that the R-rated material was "much more graphically violent." 

Donnerstein and Linz point out that critics of media violence research believe "that only those who are already predisposed toward violence are influenced by exposure to media violence." This view is contradicted by the fact that Donnerstein and Linz actually preselected their subjects to ensure that they were not psychotic, hostile, or anxious; that is, they were not predisposed toward violence prior to the research. 

Donnerstein and Linz's research shows that exposure to woman-slashing films (soft-core snuff pornography) increases males' desensitization to extreme portrayals of violence against women. It seems reasonable to infer that desensitization contributes to undermining some male viewers' internal inhibitions against acting out their desires to rape. 

In summary: I have presented only a small portion of the research evidence for several different effects of pornography, all of which probably contribute to the undermining of some males' internal inhibitions against acting out their rape desires. This list is not intended to be comprehensive.... 

Some people argue that because there is some unknown number of men who have consumed pornography but who have never raped a woman, the theory that porn can cause rape is thereby disproven. This is comparable to arguing that because some cigarette smokers don't die of lung disease, there cannot be a causal relationship between smoking and lung cancer. Only members of the tobacco industry and some seriously addicted smokers consider this a valid argument today.

Censoring Pornography Would Benefit Women
John P. Araujo
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In the following viewpoint, John P. Araujo argues that pornography should be censored because it dehumanizes women and diminishes their contributions to society. The right to free speech is not absolute, he contends, and speech can be censored when it harms society, as pornography does. John P. Araujo is a columnist for the University Wire.

As you read, consider the following questions:

· In Araujo's opinion, what has been responsible for the increased popularity of pornography in recent times? 

· What example does the author provide of speech that is not protected by the right to flee speech? 

· In the author's opinion, how does pornography dehumanize women?

Prostitution is said to be the world's oldest profession, but pornography is surely among the top three. We can try our best to rid society of porn, but it will continue to exist in some form or fashion as it always has--usually in "red-light districts" and in the shadows and corners of society. 

Mainstream Pornography
Now, however, pornography has become more "mainstream" by spreading into a new area that has been rapidly gaining popularity in recent years: the Internet. Rare are the key words that you can type in Internet searches that will not produce a link to some kind of porn. 

This increased access to porn has reintroduced the topic of the First Amendment rights of porn in our country. A classmate gave a report stating her opposition to porn as a First Amendment right. 

She brought in pictures of porn that she obtained off the Internet (thus demonstrating how easy it is to get), but--instead of bringing pictures of women, she brought in pictures of men. This was to illustrate to the men (the usual "customers") how ugly porn is and how it felt to have your sex portrayed pornographically. I couldn't have thought of a better way of illustrating both of those points. 

There are many people I know who thoroughly hate pornography, but--much to their reluctance--they acknowledge it as a First Amendment right. 

The Right to Free Speech Is Not Absolute

The right to free speech should rightly be difficult to obstruct, but it is not absolute (as demonstrated in the classic "yelling 'fire' in a crowded theater when there is no fire" scenario). I have always had difficulty calling porn a free speech issue, and my classmate' s presentation helped to clarify that for me even more. 

Pornography serves no useful purpose, and worse, it does incalculable damage to society in how it portrays women. Men, too, are portrayed in porn, but women are still, by far, portrayed much more. The rise of Internet use and pornography comes when the contributions that women have made to society have been increasingly (and rightfully) acknowledged. 

Pornography Harms Women

The proliferation of pornography becomes "two steps back" for every step forward that women take. How can we as a society continue to accept pornography as an unhindered free speech issue when it helps retard the progress women have made in society? 

Art and science can portray a nude female without robbing her of her dignity and humanity, but pornographers must reduce women into tools of sexual satisfaction in order for women to suit their purposes. It is because of porn's need to dehumanize women that it should not be an unhindered tree speech issue. 

While making porn illegal will be no more successful in eliminating it than Prohibition was in eliminating alcohol consumption, I still believe that we should not make it so easy for pornographers to peddle their wares. We should not give porn the extent of free speech protection that we give to someone who is trying to expose political corruption or civil rights abuses. 

Women deserve better than the efforts we have been putting out for them. Women do not deserve the in-your-face double standard of saying that we value their contributions to our society while we defend the portrayal of them as sex objects in pornography as a First Amendment right. 

We can, and we must, do better than that.

Pornography Does Not Cause Violence Against Women
Wendy McElroy
Wendy McElroy is an author whose books include XXX: A Woman's Right to Pornography and Sexual Correctness: The Gender-Feminist Attack on Women.
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"Pornography benefits women, both personally and politically." This sentence opens my book XXX: A Woman's Right to Pornography, and it constitutes a more extreme defense of pornography than most feminists are comfortable with. I arrived at this position after years of interviewing hundreds of sex workers.... 

· Anti-porn feminism
Page Mellish of Feminists Fighting Pornography has declared, "There's no feminist issue that isn't rooted in the pone problem." In her book Only Words, Catharine MacKinnon denies that pornography consists of words and images, both of which would be protected by the First Amendment. She considers pornography--in and of itself---to be an act of sexual violence. Why is pornography viewed as both the core issue of modern feminism and an inherent act of violence? The answer lies in radical feminist ideology, which Christina Hoff Sommers calls "gender feminism." 

Gender feminism looks at history and sees an uninterrupted oppression of women by men that spans cultural barriers. To them, the only feasible explanation is that men and women are separate and antagonistic classes whose interests necessarily conflict. Male interests are expressed through and maintained by a capitalistic structure known as "patriarchy." 

The root of the antagonism is so deep that it lies in male biology itself. For example, in the watershed book Against Our Will, Susan Brownmiller traces the inevitability of rape back to Neanderthal times when men began to use their penises as weapons. Brownmiller writes: "From prehistoric times to the present, I believe, rape has played a critical function. It is nothing more or less than a conscious process of intimidation by which all men keep all women in a state of fear." How Brownmiller acquired this knowledge of prehistoric sex is not known. 

Another tenet of gender oppression is that sex is a social construct. Radical feminists reject what they call "sexual essentialism"--the notion that sex is a natural force based on biology that inclines women toward natural tendencies, such as motherhood. Even deeply felt sexual preferences, such as heterosexuality, are not biological. They spring from ideology. 

Men construct women's sexuality through the words and images of society, which the French philosopher Michel Paul Foucault called the "texts" of society. After such construction, men commercialize women's sexuality and market it back in the form of pornography. In other words, through porn man defines woman sexually--a definition that determines every aspect of her role in society. To end the oppression, patriarchy and its texts must be destroyed.... 

· Pro-sex feminism
Over the past decade, a growing number of feminists--labeled "pro sex"--have defended a woman's choice to participate in and to consume pornography. Some of these women, such as Nina Hartley, are current or ex-sex workers who know firsthand that posing for pornography is an uncoerced choice that can be enriching. Pro-sex feminists retain a consistent interpretation of the principle "a woman's body, a woman's right" and insist that every peaceful choice a woman makes with her own body must be accorded full legal protection, if not respect.... 

Dissecting Anti-Porn

Do the specific accusations hurled at pornography stand up under examination? 

· Pornography is degrading to women.
Degrading is a subjective term. I find commercials in which women become orgasmic over soapsuds to be tremendously degrading. The bottom line is that every woman has the right to define what is degrading and liberating for herself. 

The assumed degradation is often linked to the "objectification" of women: that is, porn converts them into sexual objects. What does this mean? If taken literally, it means nothing because objects don't have sexuality; only beings do. But to say that porn portrays women as "sexual beings" makes for poor rhetoric. Usually, the term sex objects means showing women as body parts, reducing them to physical objects. What is wrong with this? Women are as much their bodies as they are their minds or souls. No one gets upset if you present women as "brains" or as spiritual beings. If I concentrated on a woman's sense of humor to the exclusion of her other characteristics, is this degrading? Why is it degrading to focus on her sexuality? 

· Pornography leads to violence against women.
A cause-and-effect relationship is drawn between men viewing pornography and men attacking women, especially in the form of rape. But studies and experts disagree as to whether any relationship exists between pornography and violence, between images and behavior. Even the pro-censorship Meese Commission Report admitted that the data connecting pornography to violence was unreliable. 

Other studies, such as the one prepared by feminist Thelma McCormick in 1983 for the Metropolitan Toronto Task Force on Violence Against Women, find no pattern to connect porn and sex crimes. Incredibly, the Task Force suppressed the study and reassigned the project to a pro-censorship male, who returned the "correct" results. His study was published. 

What of real-world feedback? In Japan, where pornography depicting graphic and brutal violence is widely available, rape is much lower per capita than in the United States, where violence in porn is severely restricted. 

Sex Workers

· Pornography is violence because women are coerced into pornography. Not one of the dozens of women depicted in pornographic materials with whom I spoke reported being coerced. Not one knew of a woman who had been. Nevertheless, I do not dismiss reports of violence: every industry has its abuses. And anyone who uses force or threats to make a woman perform should be charged with kidnapping, assault, and/or rape. Any such pictures or films should be confiscated and burned because no one has the right to benefit from the proceeds of a crime. 

· Pornography is violence because women who pose for porn are so traumatized by patriarchy they cannot give real consent. Although women in pornography appear to be willing, anti-porn feminists know that no psychologically healthy woman would agree to the degradation of pornography. Therefore, if agreement seems to be present, it is because the women have "fallen in love with their own oppression" and must be rescued from themselves. A common characteristic of the porn actresses I have interviewed is a love of exhibitionism. Yet if such a woman declares her enjoyment in flaunting her body, anti-porn feminists claim she is not merely a unique human being who reacts from a different background or personality. She is psychologically damaged and no longer responsible for her actions. In essence, this is a denial of a woman's right to choose anything outside the narrow corridor of choices offered by political/sexual correctness. The right to choose hinges on the right to make a "wrong" choice, just as freedom of religion entails the right to be an atheist. After all, no one will prevent a woman from doing what she thinks she should do.

A Pro-Sex Defense

As a "pro-sex" feminist, I contend: Pornography benefits women, both personally and politically. It provides sexual information on at least three levels: 

· It gives a panoramic view of the world's sexual possibilities. This is true even of basic sexual information such as masturbation. It is not uncommon for women to reach adulthood without knowing how to give themselves pleasure. 

· It allows women to "safely" experience sexual alternatives and satisfy a healthy sexual curiosity. The world is a dangerous place. By contrast, pornography can be a source of solitary enlightenment. 

· It offers the emotional information that comes only from experiencing something either directly or vicariously. It provides us with a sense of how it would "feel" to do something.

Pornography allows women to enjoy scenes and situations that would be anathema to them in real life. Take, for example, one of the most common fantasies reported by women--the fantasy of "being taken." The first thing to understand is that a rape fantasy does not represent a desire for the real thing. Why would a healthy woman daydream about being raped? Perhaps by losing control, she also sheds all sense of responsibility for and guilt over sex. Perhaps it is the exact opposite of the polite, gentle sex she has now. Perhaps it is flattering to imagine a particular man being so overwhelmed by her that he must have her. Perhaps she is curious. Perhaps she has some masochistic feelings that are vented through the fantasy. Is it better to bottle them up? 

Pornography breaks cultural and political stereotypes, so that each woman can interpret sex for herself. Anti-feminists tell women to be ashamed of their appetites and urges. Pornography tells them to accept and enjoy them. Pornography can be good therapy. Pornography provides a sexual outlet for those who--for whatever reason--have no sexual partner. Perhaps they are away from home, recently widowed, isolated because of infirmity. Perhaps they simply choose to be alone. Couples also use pornography to enhance their relationship. Sometimes they do so on their own, watching videos and exploring their reactions together. Sometimes, the couples go to a sex therapist who advises them to use pornography as a way of opening up communication on sex. By sharing pornography, the couples are able to experience variety in their sex lives without having to commit adultery. 

Pornography benefits women politically in many ways. Historically, pornography and feminism have been fellow travelers and natural allies. Although it is not possible to draw a cause-and-effect relationship between the rise of pornography and that of feminism, they both demand the same social conditions--namely, sexual freedom. 

Pornography is free speech applied to the sexual realm. Freedom of speech is the ally of those who seek change: it is the enemy of those who seek to maintain control. Pornography, along with all other forms of sexual heresy, such as homosexuality, should have the same legal protection as political heresy. This protection is especially important to women, whose sexuality has been controlled by censorship through the centuries. 

Viewing pornography may well have a cathartic effect on men who have violent urges toward women. If this is true, restricting pornography removes a protective barrier between women and abuse. 

Legitimizing pornography would protect female sex workers, who are stigmatized by our society. Anti-pornography feminists are actually undermining the safety of sex workers when they treat them as "indoctrinated women." Dr. Leonore Tiefer, a professor of psychology, observed in her essay "On Censorship and Women": "These women have appealed to feminists for support, not rejection.... Sex industry workers, like all women, are striving for economic survival and a decent life, and if feminism means anything it means sisterhood and solidarity with these women." 

The Purpose of Law

The porn debate is underscored by two fundamentally antagonistic views of the purpose of law in society. 

The first view, to which pro-sex feminists subscribe, is that law should protect choice. "A woman's body, a woman's right" applies to every peaceful activity a woman chooses to engage in. The law should come into play only when a woman initiates force or has force initiated against her. The second view, to which both conservatives and anti-porn feminists subscribe, is that law should protect virtue. It should come into play whenever there has been a breach of public morality, or a breach of "women's class interests." 

This is old whine in new battles. The issue at stake in the pornography debate is nothing less than the age-old conflict between individual freedom and social control.

Pornography Harms Society
Rosaline Bush
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Pornography dehumanizes both those who view it and those who participate in its production, Rosaline Bush maintains in the following viewpoint. In addition, Bush contends, pornography promotes sexual aggression against women and children and has many other harmful effects on society. Bush is the editor of Family Voice, a monthly publication of Concerned Women for America, a politically and socially conservative organization that opposes pornography.

As you read, consider the following questions:

· In what way is pornography like the Sirens' song, according to Bush? 

· What are the five most common myths about pornography, according to H. Robert Showers, cited by the author? 

· What are some of the many types of pornography cited by the author?

The Odyssey, written by Homer over three thousand years ago, chronicles the adventures of Odysseus after the Trojan War. On one occasion, Odysseus discovered that he and his crew would be forced to sail near the island of the Sirens. The Sirens were sea nymphs who tempted sailors with songs so captivating that any man hearing them forgot his wife, children, and home--everything that he held dear. 

The seductive sirens lured men to their island with tempting promises. As the men jumped overboard, their ships crashed on the shoals, splintering into pieces. Broken bodies were strewn across the rocks as reminders of the price paid for yielding to the song of the Sirens. 

Pornography is the siren song of the 90s. Its lyrics promise forbidden love, hidden knowledge of sexuality, and unimagined ecstasy. Its melodies create an insatiable appetite for more, as pornography lures its users closer to disaster. Finally, men, women and children involved in pornography end up shipwrecked with broken relationships and broken lives. 

Homer's hero Odysseus found a way to avoid the seduction of the Sirens by ordering his crew to plug their ears with wax to stifle the alluring songs. Then Odysseus had himself tied to the ship's mast so that he could hear the voices, but not heed their call. 

Odysseus would have a more difficult time avoiding the Sirens today, for pornography is not confined to one place. We are bombarded from every direction--advertisements, music, TV, magazines, movies, video games, telephone, and computer bulletin boards. And for those already hooked on pornography, a smorgasbord of material awaits. Peep shows, child pornography, catalogs of "sex toys" and materials designed to appeal to specific sexual interests, such as sadomasochism and bestiality, are available in this high-tech business. 

It's a Myth!

Although Odysseus and the Sirens are recognized as part of Greek mythology, few people are aware that there are numerous myths surrounding pornography. According to H. Robert Showers, former deputy assistant U.S. attorney general, five of the most common myths are: 

· Pornography is protected under the First Amendment. The First Amendment was not meant to protect libelous statements, false advertising, slander or obscene material. 

· Pornography is a victimless crime. Women and children exploited by pornography, as well as the user, are all victims. 

· Legalized pornography will cause interest to diminish. Like drug use, indulgence in pornography leads to greater indulgence. 

· Pornography is harmless entertainment. Any entertainment that exploits people, driving them to promiscuous or violent behavior, is not harmless. 

· Nothing can be done about it. Citizens can always do something.

Effects of Porn

In The Case Against Pornography, Donald E. Wildmon of the American Family Association (AFA) states that pornography: 

· Causes and sustains sexual interest 

· Provides fantasy material which often is acted out in real life 

· Dehumanizes and debases women and reduces sex to a product 

· Desensitizes the observer to aggression against women and children 

· Teaches that pain and humiliation are "fun" for women 

· Causes men to be less inhibited in committing rape 

· Acts as a sex manual for consumers

Clinical psychologist Dr. Victor Cline reported after treating numerous sex offenders that even soft-core pornography without violence has "the potential of having negative effects on many viewers ... modeling unhealthy sex-role behavior or giving misinformation about human sexuality." 

Addiction--a Sad Reality

There are no harmless addictions. And nobody sets out to get hooked on pornography. But every addiction demands a first step, a first taste, a first glance, a first sip. Each successive step becomes a little easier until the person is hopelessly hooked. Most people never realize they have an addiction until it's too late. The Sirens' song has lured them over the edge where there is no turning back--and addiction has become a reality. 

Dr. Cline, whose specialty is the treatment of sexual deviancy, believes that the four progressive effects of pornography are: 

· addiction--the need to view the material leads to a loss of free control over behavior 

· escalation--leads the person into progressively harder pornography 

· desensitization--user views others as objects 

· acting out--fantasizing likely becomes overt behavior

The National Council on Sexual Addiction describes sexual addiction this way: "The sexual addict is unable to control his or her sexual behavior and lives with constant pain, alienation, and fear of discovery. The addiction progresses until sex becomes more important than family, friends, or work." 

The use of pornography by its very nature isolates individuals--making them more intent on satisfying selfish needs. But the business of pornography is another story. Many otherwise legitimate businesses, such as the telephone company, have become linked to pornography. Following are some ways pornography has gradually infiltrated other areas of your daily life. 

TV--Your First Introduction to Porn

Television, perhaps more than any other medium, is the average person's first glimpse at pornography. It invades your home through regular programming, Home Box Office, cable--and videos. Unscrupulous Hollywood producers wield a heavy hand over both the motion picture and television industries. They determine not only who will invade your home via TV, but the manner and time of the invasion. 

By far NYPD Blue has been the most controversial series produced in recent seasons. Described as a "moral sinkhole" by clerics across the nation, NYPD Blue has broken every barrier against nudity and profanity. Billed as TV's first R-rated series, the show has offered nude scenes, and a plethora of expletives and immoral characters. The show is a ratings success, but many sponsors have avoided it. 

Our children's minds have become the receptacles for this trash and programs like it. They have become desensitized to homosexuality, extramarital affairs, illegitimacy, profanity, and the demeaning of the family through programs like Roseanne, The Simpsons, Married ... With Children, Other Mothers (an afterschool special), and L.A. Law. And we haven't mentioned the soap operas that invade the airways in the afternoon with their continual pornographic fare. 

People at home during the day (including children) can hear what everybody has to say about anything on Donahue or Oprah. 

These daytime talk shows are desensitizing audiences, says Penn State University sociologist Vicki Abt. Based on conclusions drawn from a study of 60 episodes of top-rated talk shows, Abt believes that topics like the grandmother who slept with the paperboy and the man who had sex with his mother-in-law--once considered taboo--are now treated as everyday occurrences. "Television," she says, "emphasizes the deviant so that it becomes normal." 

And nowhere has the deviant become more normal than on MTV. Time, space and decency do not permit us to describe the obscene videos aired daily on MTV. Madonna, with her outrageously indecent costumes, gyrations, and perverse lyrics, has been responsible for more than her share of sexual corruption. And unfortunately, she has plenty of company. Rock bands, such as Red Hot Chili Peppers, Guns-n-Roses, and the Jerky Boys are especially obscene. With a flip of the dial, average viewers (and their children) can plummet to the lowest depths of MTV vulgarity. 

Dial-a-Porn--The Link to Your Phone

Your telephone has also become a vehicle for pornography through the infamous 900 numbers. Business was so good for these pay-per-call services in 1991 that sales reached a record $975 million. Dial-a-Porn flourished as teens and children joined adults in instant phone sex. 

Outraged parents demanded blocker devices to prevent minors from using Dial-A-Porn. As a result, 900 number billing plummeted to $540 million in 1993. But in November 1993, the Federal Trade Commission and the Federal Communications Commission decided to charge for some 800 numbers. Now many of the services that use 900 numbers are switching to the cheaper 800 numbers in the hope that blocker devices won't work on the 800 pay-per-call services. Once again listeners may get hooked over the phone through "auditory" pornography. 

Just Listen to the Porn

Auditory pornography has taken another profitable turn in the past few years with gangsta rap. Although you may not recognize the term "gangsta rap," more than likely you have heard its reverberating beat on someone's car radio. 

Gangsta rap glamorizes brutality, murder, torture, rape, dismemberment and perversion--usually directed at women. The lyrics are obscene, and the tape and compact disc covers provide "entertainment" for even a hard-core pornographer. Easily available and widely distributed, gangsta rap is especially harmful to young people who look up to rappers as heroes. 

Because record companies endorse them, rappers feel their actions are validated. At least three of these infamous rappers have been arrested for violent crimes: Tupac Shakur (shooting), Flavor Flav (shooting), and Snoop Doggy Dogg (murder). 

The Top Three

While rap groups are assaulting our ears, the print media is seductively plying their trade with high-tech visual images. The three most well known pornographic magazines are Playboy, Hustler and Penthouse. Of the three, Playboy employs an approach in which centerfolds are portrayed as the girl next door. So readers are deceived into believing that "everybody's doing it." For that reason, Playboy may be more harmful than hardcore pornography, especially to the young. Playboy's articles about famous people, such as Jimmy Carter and Norman Mailer, somehow "legitimize" the pornography inside. 

For years, Dwaine Tinsley created "Chester the Molester" cartoons for Hustler. "Chester" described every perversion from bestiality to incest under the guise of social commentary. But Tinsley was arrested and found guilty of molesting his young daughter. She had been victimized from the age of eight to thirteen. Finally Tinsley admitted, "You can't write about this stuff all the time if you don't experience it." Will we ever know how many other people were driven to incest or other perversions by Chester's "cute" antics? 

Just one issue of Penthouse, said Judith Reisman, author of Softporn Plays Hardball, advertised "bestiality films, pseudo-child pornography, sadistic sex, boys with men, [and] women with dogs, cats, gorillas and pigs." 

Although packaged as social commentary, art, literature, or humor, these magazines and others like them are still smut--burning powerful visual images into readers' minds. 

Ultimate Ad Campaigns

Other powerful visual images appear as advertisements. And it's impossible to get away from them. If you watch TV, ride a bus, or read magazines, you have witnessed the lengths that companies will go to sell a product or an idea. The Design Industries Foundation for AIDS (DIFFA) plans to plaster cities from New York to Los Angeles with posters depicting "couples of all persuasions engaged in acts of all descriptions." Each bears the legend "Safer Sex Is Hot Sex." Yet DIFFA describes the message as "soft and romantic." 

In 1988, Calvin Klein was quoted in Vogue magazine as saying, "I've done everything [in my ads] I could do in a provocative sense without being arrested." In June 1994, syndicated columnist John Leo said that "sexualizing children may be the final frontier" for Klein. He supported his theory in an article describing Kate Moss, one of Klein's favorite models. 

Moss, who is 20 and looks 12, is the "emaciated supermodel whose vacant stare, unsmiling lips and frequently nude 105-pound body are on endless public display ... mostly in Calvin Klein ads." Moss's photos, according to Leo, suggest a "vulnerable and compliant child, stripped for sexual use." Her photos flirt with themes of masturbation, bestiality, incest and violence. "One Obsession ad shows her bare-breasted, with blackened or bruised eyes, holding her hand over her mouth and looking upset." This Kleinography has appeared on buses and billboards where it cannot be ignored. 

Child Porn--Hidden Victims

The Kate Moss brand of pornography is pseudo-child pornography. Giving the illusion of an innocent child, these pseudo-children whet the appetites of pedophiles who then prey on real children. Molesters often use pornography to seduce children into engaging in sexual activity. Victims may perceive the activity as "fun," or see it as a type of peer pressure if other "children" are involved; they may also believe an adult because he or she is an authority figure. According to a study done in 1991 by the Los Angeles Police Department, pornography was used in two-thirds of the child molestation cases over a 10-year period. 

In late June 1994 the Justice Department disclosed a study it had conducted in 11 states and the District of Columbia. The department found that 10,000 female children under age 18 were raped in 1992. At least 3,800 were girls under 12. Twenty percent were raped by their fathers, 26 percent by other relatives, and 50 percent by friends and associates. Only 4 percent were attacked by strangers. The extent of rape has been difficult to document largely because of a lack of records. Many rapes go unreported since they involve family or friends. 

Another Justice Department statistic states that one in three girls and one in five boys will be sexually molested before the age of 18. And according to the Attorney General's 1986 Commission on Pornography, "The sexual exploitation of children is the basis for the production and distribution of child pornography." 

Pedophiles form networks in which to "trade, exchange, and traffic" child pornography--and children. These networks, which usually begin on a local level, often extend across the world. "The U.S. is the largest consumer of internationally produced child pornography," the commission found. 

One of the groups operating on a national scale, the North American Man Boy Love Association (NAMBLA), consistently pushes for lowering the age of consent for minors--claiming that children have a "right" to enjoy sex at any age. 

London, Ontario, has been hailed as the "kiddie-porn capital" of Canada. Reuters News Agency reported in June 1994 that 30 men were charged with more than 1,300 counts of sexual crimes against 50 boys. The pedophiles included social workers, school teachers and a politician. Some of the victims were as young as 8 years old. Police confiscated more than 1,200 homemade videos and hundreds of Polaroid photos and child-porn magazines. 

The report says the children caught up in this exploitation are often street kids or from troubled families. Contrary to what most people believe, these kids are not hauled off and assaulted. Instead, pedophiles entice them with promises of cigarettes, alcohol, drugs, cash or a chance to watch television. Once seduced, these children are then passed around within the pedophile ring. But when they reach 13 or 14, they are thrown back out on the street where they often turn to prostitution and crime. 

How many runaways and missing children have been victimized by child pornographers? How many have disappeared into an underground labyrinth to grind out pornographic films for smut peddlers? Yet every picture of a naked child--every picture of a child coerced into performing sex with other children, adults, or even animals, is a real person--vulnerable and innocent--who is being exploited. Their childhood has been destroyed by the perverted things they have been forced to do. Those who survive are emotionally crippled, often ending up as drug addicts or suicidal--and more often than not--child abusers. 

"The entire issue of pornography is a national tragedy," says Concerned Women of America president Beverly LaHaye. "And when you realize that America's children--our greatest treasure--are abused by this horrible industry, it's an outrage. When is this country going to learn that pornography in any form is harmful?" In our sophistication, have we made these victims someone else's problem? Have we become desensitized to the plight of innocent children? 

That's Art?

It is evident that we as a nation are not concerned that our children and general population are being corrupted by pornography. In fact, it appears that the federal government is assisting in this corruption by using our tax dollars. The National Endowment for the Arts (NEA) was established in 1965 with an initial budget of $2.5 million. In 1994 it was $174.6 million. 

Holly Hughes, who received $9375 for covering her body with chocolate and bean sprouts, filed a lawsuit against NEA when her "work" was turned down. Franklin Furnace Archive's sexually explicit video, also turned down previously, received $25,000 in 1994. 

In March 1994 we paid for an outrageous performance by artist Ron Athey. After piercing his body with needles, the HIV-positive Athey cut a design in the back of his assistant. After blotting the blood, he reeled out the bloody paper towels over the audience, who panicked. NEA chairwoman Jane Alexander, defending Athey's artistic freedom, denied a cause for alarm .... 

The NEA's cries of censorship cannot shout down several persistent questions arising from the moral "minority": Should the government fund the arts with our taxes? Where is the accountability of the recipients? How much has our culture been demeaned by the NEA's flagrant display of pornography? And most importantly--what are we going to do about it? 

Porn's Link to Sexual Violence

If something is not done--and quickly--America will be steeped in more crime than it already is. There is a definite link between a pervasive pornographic attitude and sexual violence. According to Sen. Strom Thurmond (R-SC), a 1988 study by the Federal Bureau of Investigation found that a startling 81 percent of violent sexual offenders regularly read or viewed violent pornography. A Michigan State Police study found that porn was viewed just before or during 41 percent of 48,000 sexual crimes committed over 20 years. "Violent pornography is like a how-to manual for rapists and child abusers," the study concluded. And an FBI study on serial homicide concluded that the most common interest among serial killers is pornography. Serial killer Ted Bundy certainly vouched for that. 

On January 23, 1989, Dr. James Dobson of Focus on the Family had an exclusive interview with Bundy, who was to be executed the next day. Dr. Dobson learned that Bundy was born into a "fine, solid Christian home." But then twelve-year-old Ted discovered pornography at a neighborhood store. 

As time went on, his fascination with soft-core pornography grew into an addiction. "You keep craving something which is harder, harder ... until you reach the point where the pornography only goes so far." He saw pornography as "an indispensable link in the chain of behavior, the chain of events that led to the behavior, to the assaults, to the murders." 

"I've lived in prison for a long time now," said Bundy, "and I've met a lot of men who were motivated to commit violence just like me. And without exception, every one of them was deeply involved in pornography." 

Porn's Link to Organized Crime

If criminal types are involved in pornography, then a link to organized crime can be assumed. In fact, pornography is one of the largest money makers for organized crime, ranking third behind gambling and narcotics. A former FBI agent reported to the Attorney General's Commission on Pornography, "It is practically impossible to be in the retail end of the pornography industry today without dealing in some fashion with organized crime." 

The commission's report added, "There seems to be strong evidence that significant portions of the pornography magazine industry, the peep-show industry, and the pornographic film industry are either directly operated or closely controlled by La Cosa Nostra members or very close associates." 

Although organized crime "does not physically oversee the day-to-day workings of the majority of pornography business in the U.S., ... they have 'agreements' with pornographers allowing them to operate businesses in certain geographical areas" (for a price). And money is the main attraction for organized crime's involvement in pornography. 

Missing Link to Justice

Pornographers have enjoyed a great deal of freedom because of recent rulings in the judicial process. Many defendants plead their First Amendment rights and get off with a mere slap on the wrist. 

In the past, the Supreme Court adopted a test which recognized material as obscene if to "the average person applying contemporary community standards, the dominant theme of the material taken as a whole appeals to prurient interest." With this statement, the Court defined obscenity without First Amendment protection. 

But in June 1994, a federal judge in Los Angeles overturned a ban on sexually explicit magazines at county fire stations. He ruled that firefighters under the First Amendment had the right to keep pornographic magazines in their lockers, dormitories and restrooms. The ban, implemented to comply with state and federal laws concerning harassment, had been in place for two years. 

Syndicated columnist Samuel Francis says that since the 1950s, the courts have generally dragged state and local legislation against pornography under the First Amendment, thereby gutting community efforts to control obscenity. Not only have laws been weakened at the state and local level, but Attorney General Janet Reno has made every effort to debilitate federal child-pornography laws. 

In the case of Knox v. the United States, Steven A. Knox fought to have his conviction on possession of child pornography overturned. He based his defense on the fact that the young girls appearing on his videotapes were not naked. The Justice Department also argued that tapes of young girls clothed in bathing suits and panties--spreading their legs in a provocative way--were not pornographic. 

The Justice Department had hoped to narrow and weaken the interpretation of the 1984 Child Protection Act. If it had succeeded, Knox would have gone free, and pedophiles would have rejoiced in their newfound freedom from prosecution--and the freedom to peddle their wares more openly. But the court disagreed. And on June 9, 1994, a federal appeals court in Philadelphia ruled that "the child is treated as a sexual object, and the permanent record of this embarrassing and humiliating experience produces the same detrimental effects to the mental health of the child as a nude portrayal." Therefore, the court upheld Knox's 1992 conviction. This ruling gives Americans hope that justice may still prevail .... 

Our nation will stand or fall depending on its moral values. Pornography, like the larva of a clothes moth, is eating away at the fabric of our nation--unseen and generally untouched. But we have the power to bring the scourge of pornography into the light where it can be destroyed.

Studies Show That Pornography Causes Violence
Mark Nichols
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Studies have revealed a causal link between pornography and sexual crimes, Mark Nichols writes in the following viewpoint. Nichols cites several studies showing that many men who committed violent sexual crimes were also addicted to pornography. Other studies, he maintains, indicate that regular viewing of violent pornography desensitizes people to violence and may lead them to view violent sexual crimes as less abhorrent. Nichols is a writer for Maclean's, a Canadian newsmagazine.

As you read, consider the following questions:

· What role did pornography play in the violent crimes studied by Bill Marshall, according to Nichols? 

· What were the results of the study by Dolf Zillmann and Jennings Bryant in which male volunteers were shown explicit pornography, according to Nichols? 

· According to the author, what does Edward Donnerstein suggest as a remedy for the harmful effects of pornography?

In a pornographic film made somewhere in the United States, a man is shown performing a sexual act with a girl of about 4. Bill Marshall, a psychology professor at Queen's University in Kingston, Ontario, who has seen the movie, says that the little girl keeps looking past the camera at someone--perhaps a parent or other relative. "She is frightened," says Marshall, "and she is looking to this person for help." The ugly images reveal the effect that the experience had on the child. But what effect does such pornography have on the viewer? Marshall is convinced that in some cases pornography can play a role in sexual offences. As director of a sexual behavior clinic in Kingston between 1980 and 1985, he interviewed 120 men who had raped women or molested children. He concluded that in 25 per cent of the cases, pornography appeared to be a significant factor in the chain of events leading to a deviant sexual act. Not all people will be as dangerously affected by violent pornography or by porn involving children, adds Marshall, "but some vulnerable people will be." 

In attempting to establish links between pornography and sexual offences, most other researchers do not go quite as far as Marshall. Neil Malamuth, a psychology professor at the University of Michigan in Ann Arbor, cautiously concludes that the messages contained in some types of pornography--combined with other factors, including personality type--can probably, in some cases, "contribute to antisocial behavior." And Edward Donnerstein, a psychologist who teaches at the University of California at Santa Barbara, says that violent pornography may make some people less sensitive to violence. As for sexually explicit, nonviolent images involving consenting adults, says Donnerstein, "there is absolutely no evidence that shows this stuff is harmful." 

In his Kingston study, Marshall found that pornography could play a number of roles in sexual offences. In some cases, men told him that they looked at pornography with the intention only of masturbating, but then became aroused and "decided to go out and assault a woman or a child." Other offenders said that they deliberately used pornography to "prime" themselves to commit sexual assaults. Marshall believes that the men who cited pornography as playing some role in their offences "might have been looking for excuses." But "keeping that in mind," he adds, "I still think pornography was a factor in their behavior." 

Education Necessary to Counteract Pornography
Other social scientists have carried out studies in which exposure to pornography appeared to make antisocial behavior seem acceptable. In a study during the early 1980s, two leading U.S. researchers, Dolf Zillmann and Jennings Bryant, subjected some male volunteers to explicit pornography that included movies in which women were depicted as sexually insatiable. Later, the volunteers were asked to suggest prison terms for a man convicted of rape. The men who had viewed the pornography were more inclined to suggest more lenient prison terms than members of a control group that had not seen the porn. 

While researchers agree with the laws against child pornography in Canada and the United States, they differ over whether sexually violent material should be suppressed. The latter is illegal in Canada, but can still be legally obtained in the United States. According to Donnerstein, studies have shown that nonsexual materials featuring violence--many TV shows and movies fit the bill--can influence attitudes as much as violence combined with sexually explicit material. "If you start banning things," says Donnerstein, "then the problem is, where do you stop?" Instead, Donnerstein argues that society must begin offsetting the effects of mass media and pornographic violence through massive education programs starting at the grade-school level. "As educational programs take effect," adds Donnerstein, "certain kinds of images will become unacceptable, just as the racist attitudes reflected in the movies of 50 years ago are completely unacceptable today."

