509 BC: The Romans set up a republic in Rome. In a republic, citizens who have the right to vote choose their leaders.

450 BC: Athens became a direct democracy, all citizens participated in government directly rather than through elective representatives.

430 BC: The Greek city-state of Athens was at war with its neighbor, Sparta.
323 BC: Alexander the Great created a rich new culture known as Hellenistic civilization. It blended Greek culture with the cultures of Egypt and the Middle East.

264 BC: Roman legions had conquered all of Italy. They then won lands in North Africa, Spain, and Greece.

44 BC: Afraid of him, a group of senators killed Julius Caesar.

27 BC: Caesar’s adopted son Octavian declared himself emperor. He took the title Augustus Caesar. The empire lasted for 500 years.

300’s AD: Hun warriors from Central Asia pushed Germanic peoples westward. As a result, various Germanic groups (the Vandals, Goths, and Franks) moved into Western Europe.

395 AD: The emperor Theodosius I made Christianity the official religion of the Roman Empire.

400’s AD: The Western Roman Empire collapsed.

800 AD: Charlemagne reunited much of the Western Roman Empire. After his death, his efforts helped set the stage for medieval civilization.

1000 AD: Peasants produced new technologies such as crop rotation, the heavy plow, and the windmill.

1095 AD: Pope Urban II called for a crusade to take the Holy Land from the Muslims. For the next 200 years, armies of Christians left their homes in Europe to fight for lands in the Middle East.

1100’s AD: Population was growing in Western Europe, new technologies were increasing food production, and warfare declined as kings exercised more power over rival lords.
1215 AD: English nobles forced King John to sign the Magna Carta.

1291 AD: The Muslims recaptured all the lands taken by the Europeans.

1348 AD: Ships returning to Europe from the eastern Mediterranean brought back the bubonic plague.

1400-1700: This era was known as the Age of Exploration where Europe became the center of a new worldwide trading system.

1455 AD: The printing press was used to produce the first Bible printed by machine. Books no longer had to be copied by hand.

1492 AD: Christopher Columbus sailed west across the Atlantic Ocean in search of a new route to Asia. His voyage opened the way for Spain to colonize the Americas.

1517 AD: Martin Luther nailed a list of questions, known as the 95 theses, to the door of the Wittenberg castle church. In the 95 theses, Luther condemned the sale of indulgences.

1600’s AD: European ruler adopted the economic philosophy of mercantilism.

1628 AD: Financial problems forced Charles to call Parliament into session.

1643-1715 AD: Louis XIV became king of France and made himself the center of a powerful state.

1660 AD: Parliament invited Charles II to take the throne. However, he realized that he owed his position to Parliament and not to divine right.
1689 AD: Parliament placed additional limits on royal power. It required King William and Queen Mary to sign the Bill of Rights.
1776 AD: Colonists issued the Declaration of Independence. It echoed John Locke’s ideas in asserting people’s natural rights to “life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.”

1789 AD: Louis XVI sought help from the Estates General, an assembly of the three estates that had not met for 175 years.

1791 AD: Under the constitution, France became a limited monarchy.

1793 AD: Thousands of French men, women, and children were condemned to death on the guillotine. The French Revolution ended in 1794.

1814 AD: European leaders met at the Congress of Vienna to set out to restore order after 25 years of revolution and war.

